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Follow the Line 
Nebraska’‘s offensive linemen say their 
strong 1999 performance was only the 
beginning. 


By Mike Babcock 


q bas Position Breakdowns 


24 Big Shoes to Fill 


Craig Bohl fills some big shoes 
as defensive coordinator. 
By Mike Babcock 


52 is That Thunder? 


Transfer I-back Thunder Collins is ready 
for his long-awaited debut. 
By Todd Henrichs 


7 2000 Player Capsules 
Yeaarlissye 


We'll be taking some time off to prepare 
for the 2000 football season. Look 

for the August issue (Vol. 20, No. 7) 

to arrive in mailboxes around Aug. 25. 
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Huskers’ Goal 
Is Orange Bowl 


Was Nebraska’s Fiesta Bowl performance 
a preview of the 2000 season? 


REMEMBER how the 
year 2000 started for the 
Nebraska football team? 

Drives of 99 and 96 
yards through Tennessee 
to put the finishing 
touches on a 31-21 Fiesta 
Bowl victory. 

With so many key 
players returning, I’m 
sure the Huskers would love to pick up 
right where they left off on Jan. 2 in 
Tempe, Ariz. 

And they’d love to return to Miami for 
the first few days of 2001. 

The last time they visited Florida, the 
Huskers took care of business against 
Tennessee in the 
Orange Bow! following 
the 1997 season to send 
Tom Osborne off with a 
share of the national 
championship. 

This season’s nation- 
al championship game 
will be back at the 
Orange Bowl on Jan. 3, 
2001. 


Brian 
HILL 


to Miami, a lot of things 
have to fall in line. 

The highly touted 
offensive line, which 
looked so impressive in 
the Fiesta Bowl, has to 
keep Eric Crouch 
healthy, and the other backs will have to 
take some of the pressure off him. Crouch 
carried the football 180 times last year 
and was the team’s leading rusher. He is 
tough and durable, but that’s a lot of 
pounding. 

It will also be important to get some 
game experience for the backups, redshirt 
freshman Jammal Lord and sophomore 
walk-on Joe Chrisman. Lord’s status is 
still questionable because of a knee injury 
suffered in the spring. In May, he told 
reporters that his injured knee would 
likely not need surgery and he would be 
ready to go in the fall. 

Of course, there is Bobby Newcombe, 
who could move back to quarterback if 
Crouch were sidelined for an extended 
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period, but the coaches would like to 
keep him at wingback and returning 
kicks. 

The biggest obstacle on the regular- 
season schedule would appear to be the 
Nov. 11 meeting with Kansas State in 
Manhattan. The Wildcats beat the 
Huskers there two years ago, so they 
know it can be done. 

Two other fascinating road matchups 
loom. 

On Sept. 9, the Huskers will see if 
Notre Dame is on the rebound after a 
rare 5-7 season. 

And on Oct. 28, Nebraska returns to 
the Sooner nation to resume what was a 
great rivalry. The Huskers blasted OU 
69-7 in the last meeting in 
1997, but the Sooners 
appear to be on the way 
back and finished 7-5 last 
year, riding the passing 
arm of Josh Heupel. 

You'll find previews of 
the Irish, the Sooners and 
all of Nebraska’s oppo- 
nents in this 2000 Football 
Yearbook. Contributing 
editor Mike Babcock has a 
special look at the Notre 
Dame series. 

Our package on the 
Big 12 Conference includes 
a review of the 1999 season 
and pages of information 
previewing the upcoming 
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2000 season. 

Obviously, there’s plenty on the 
Huskers, including a look at new defen- 
sive coordinator Craig Bohl, a feature on 
junior college transfer I-back Thunder 
Collins, position-by-position break- 
downs, capsules of top players and 
much, much more. 

We hope you enjoy it. 


Got Something To Say? 


Please send your comments and questions to: 


Letters, 3210 NW 3rd St., Lincoln, Neb. 68521, 
You can also fax them to us at (402) 474-5132. 
We reserve the right to edit the letters for clarity, 
content and length. For those with electronic mail 
abilities, Hleditor@ aol.com. 
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Nan, Woman And Child, 
it’s About Time 


Nebraska’s first Heisman winner Rodgers 
will finally join College Football Hall of Fame 


JOHNNY RODGERS never lacked confi- 
dence on a football field. That was among 
the many reasons for his extraordinary suc- 
cess. He believed in his ability to do things 
others couldn't. 

Without him, Nebraska probably 
i wouldn't have won the national champi- 
Mike onship in 1971, according to former Coach 
BABCOCK Tom Osborne. “As great as that team was, 

take Johnny Rodgers out of there on kickoff 
and punt returns and it probably wouldn't have gone 13-0,” 
Osborne has said. 

“He did an awful lot for the kicking game.” 

Everyone remembers his 72-yard punt return for the first 
touchdown in Nebraska's 35-31 victory against Oklahoma in 
the “Game of the Century” on Thanksgiving Day of 1971. 

But Rodgers returned two other punts and one kickoff for 
touchdowns in the 1971 regular season and capped the 
Cornhuskers’ second consecutive national title run by 
returning a punt 77 yards for a touchdown in a 38-6 victory 
against Bear Bryant’s Alabama team in the Orange Bowl. 

Rodgers returned seven punts for touchdowns 
during his career (not counting the bowl game) and 
shares the NCAA record with Kansas State’s David 
Allen and Oklahoma’s Jack Mitchell. 

Allen will have an opportunity to break the record 
this season. 

Rodgers also shares the NCAA career record for 
kick return touchdowns with eight. 

And that isn’t even counting the favorable field 
position he provided. 

He was the big-play threat for Bob Devaney- 
coached teams that were a combined 33-2-2 with the two 
national championships during his three seasons. 

The Cornhuskers might have won a third consecutive 
national title — something no Division I-A team has ever 
done — “if | could have had more time in the backfield,” 
Rodgers has said. 

He thought he should have been used at I-back following 
the departure of Jeff Kinney. 

That’s more evidence of his unshakable self-confidence, 
which surfaced following the “Game of the Century” in the 
form of a complaint about Devaney’s offensive game plan. 

Rodgers told reporters afterward that he should have 
handled the ball more. 

Devaney was quick to respond. “John Rodgers would 
enhance his opportunities a great deal when he talks to 
newsmen if he'd say he had a sore throat or something,” 
Devaney said. 

When he chastised Rodgers, Johnny was shortened to 
John. 

And there was more than one time when Devaney was 
compelled to chastise the Jet. 

Rodgers wanted to be a running back out of Omaha 
Technical High School, with Southern California as his first 
choice. But at 170 pounds, maybe, he was considered too 
small. 
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Johnny 
Rodgers is a 
Hall of Famer. 


Trojans Coach John McKay didn’t offer him a scholarship. 
Nebraska did. 

McKay's indifference forever changed the course of 
Cornhusker history, 

Anyway, Rodgers thought he should have played I-back 
in 1972, and the 1973 Orange Bowl game victory against 
Notre Dame provided after-the-fact support for his claim. 

Devaney surprised Coach Ara Parseghian’s Fighting Irish 
by putting Rodgers at [-back. “I said they could put me any- 
where they wanted and I'd get the job done,” Rodgers has 
recalled. 

“T told them to run me until I fell over.” 

His goal was to rush for 100 yards. He came up short, fin- 
ishing with 81. “Man, that’s tough to get 100 yards running,” 
he told reporters afterward. 

“T've really got respect for those dudes.” 

That he didn’t rush for 100 yards was small consolation to 
Notre Dame’s defense. Rodgers accounted for five touch- 
downs. He ran for three, teamed with quarterback Dave 
Humm on a 50-yard pass play and tossed the ball to split 
end Frosty Anderson on a 52-yard pass play. 

A quarter of a century would pass before another 
| Cornhusker would do that. 

Quarterback Eric Crouch ran for a touchdown, 
passed for a touchdown and caught a touchdown 
pass, all in the second quarter of last season's 45-0 
victory against California. 

Rodgers, who became Nebraska's first Heisman 
Trophy winner in 1972, finished his college career in 
fitting fashion. Considering his accomplishments, it’s 
somewhat surprising that a quarter of a century later 
he has yet to be enshrined in the National Football 
Foundation College Hall of Fame, 

Finally, that is about to change. Rodgers, who was chosen 
by the Lincoln and Omaha newspapers as the Cornhusker 
football player of the century, is among 14 players and two 
coaches selected in late April for induction into the College 
Football Hall of Fame's class of 2000. 

Johnny the Jet’s class will be honored at a ceremony in 
New York City in December and then enshrined in the Hall 
of Fame at South Bend, Ind., in August of 2001. 

Rodgers’ selection was delayed, no doubt, by his much- 
publicized off-the-field problems. But those occurred long 
ago and have been more than offset by his real-world accom- 
plishments. 

Rodgers will be the 12th Nebraska player to be enshrined 
in the College Hall of Fame. The others are Ed Weir, George 
Sauer, Guy Chamberlin, Clarence Swanson, Sam Francis, 
Bobby Reynolds, Forrest Behm, Wayne Meylan, Bob Brown, 
Rich Glover and Dave Rimington. 

Six former Nebraska head coaches also have been induct- 
ed, including Devaney and Osborne, for whom the five-year 
waiting period was justifiably waived. He was in the class of 
1998. 

Rodgers has always been confident he would join that 
elite group. 

He shouldn't have had to wait nearly 28 years. 
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Not Playing, 
But Still Contributing 


Ex-Husker Quindt sees different side of game 
as undergraduate assistant coach 


HE WAS AMONG the longer of the long- 
shots, a walk-on from western Nebraska 
competing against several high school All- 
Americans for playing time at then two- 
time defending national champion 
Nebraska. 

Brandon Quindt, a 1996 graduate of 
Scottsbluff High School, decided to turn 
down several Division II offers and queries 
from a couple of Division I schools to take a 
shot at the biggest of the big-time. 

“We think he can play,” Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne 
said at the time, “or we wouldn’t have brought him in.” 

Quindt redshirted in the fall of 1996. Mike Brown and 
Ralph Brown were establishing themselves as cornerstones 
of the secondary. In 1997, Quindt’s dream of playing for his 
long-time favorite team became a reality. 

“Sometimes you think about how things will be when a 
dream comes true, and how it really is doesn’t live up to 
how it is in the dream,” Quindt said. “But (in the fall of 
1997) against Akron, coming out of the tunnel at 
Memorial Stadium .. . it’s just something that 
exceeded everything I had hoped for. It was the 
best.” 

Quindt proved Osborne right as well, lettering 
as a redshirt freshman. For the second half of the 
season, Quindt was on the second team, backing up 
Mike Brown at rover. He is still seen on some high- 
light films, diving after Michael Bishop on K-State’s 
two-point conversion attempt in Lincoln. 

“That was the high point,” Quindt said. “When 
Mike would come out, I'd go in and play next to 
Eric Warfield, who'd be playing safety.” 

Heading into the spring of 1998, Quindt was in 
good shape on the depth chart. But his right knee was both- 
ering him constantly. To a lesser degree, so was his shoul- 
der, but the knee was the big trouble spot. 

“T really wish that back then we'd have had the kind of 
turf they have now,” Quindt said. “Because from the limited 
running I’ve done on the new stuff, it just feels so much bet- 
ter. The old stuff was hard as a rock.” 

After missing parts of spring and fall ball, Quindt tried 
to come back a month into the 1998 season. 

“Tt just wasn’t there,” he said. “I ended up getting in to 
the Holiday Bowl for a few plays on special teams, but that 
was about it.” 

Literally. Quindt did go out in the spring of 1999, but as 
he tried to bring down Correll Buckhalter, he felt something 
“missing” in his left shoulder. 

“That's a tackle [’d make just about any time. Buck’s 
strong, but I was in the perfect position to make the stop,” 
Quindt said. “I just couldn’t hit with my left side.” 

Shoulder surgery was followed by another surgery — 
this time on his left knee. And as the fall of 1999 
approached, Quindt had to make a tough decision. 

“Brandon was someone who maybe exceeded goals to 
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Brandon Quindt 
lettered as a 
freshman in 1997. 


come in and letter as a redshirt freshman,” secondary coach 
George Darlington said. “He had gotten some good playing 
time and was probably in line for even more — a lot of 
potential. It just didn’t work out that way because he was 
saddled with injuries.” 

With his playing career in limbo, Quindt consulted with 
the coaches, especially his position coach, Darlington. 

“All of the coaches were so great to talk to,” Quindt said. 
“They were all supportive. Coach Darlington was really 
encouraging. He told me, ‘Talk to your family and everyone 
in your support group, and make a decision that’s best for 
you and your future, and I'll support that.’ I thought that 
was just the best way to handle it — the way Coach 
Darlington did.” 

Darlington offered Quindt a chance to be an undergrad- 
uate assistant coach. 

That opened up Quindt’s eyes to a whole different side 
of the game, from film study and advance scouting to mak- 
ing calls from the press box during the game. 

“After playing with these guys for two or three years, it 
was hard to just move right into coaching,” Quindt 
said. “But the players and the coaches make it 
work. It’s really something to see. 

“What amazed me is how many hours the coach- 
es put in on everything, especially film and the 
game plan. It’s just an incredible amount of time. 
And during the game, they really do count on us to 
see things and make calls. That really surprised me. 
If I said something on the headset, it was taken 
seriously and applied to what was going on. That 
really showed me that they value the undergradu- 
ate coaches as integral parts of the coaching staff.” 

After the 1999 season, Quindt, who has a 3.2 
grade point average in business administration, 
took a summer job with a financial planning company in 
Lincoln. His pedigree as a Husker “certainly didn’t hurt. 
But that just opens doors, and it's up to you to go through 
that door and make it into what you want it to be.” 

He sees a definite relation between his football and busi- 
ness mentalities. 

“Absolutely, that’s true,” Quindt said. “You have to be 
on the offensive with wealth accumulation and retire- 
ment/college planning, and you have to be defensive with 
risk management. What | learned from football as a player 
—and now as a coach — is something I'll take with me.” 

Quindt is getting ready for fall camp, too, only it is once 
again as an undergraduate coach, not a player. 

“The spirit says, ‘Come on, play!’ and the body says, 
‘Don’t think so pal,’” Quindt said with a smile. “At first, this 
wasn't easy because | had tasted success. But after a while, I 
was able to put it in perspective. Hey, I was a Husker. [ 
have a letter. What more could I ask for?” 


Bob Schaller covers the Huskers for the Scottsbluff Star-Herald. 
His newly released books, The Olympic Dream and Spirit (Volumes 
/, [Land III) include former Huskers Allison Weston (volleyball) and 
Travis Niemeyer (diving). He can be reached at schallerrc@aol.com. 


Patience Key 
For I-Backs 


Logjam makes for interesting battle 
for playing time in the fall 


IF YOU BELIEVE the talk coming out of 
spring practice, all seven scholarship I- 
backs vying for playing time stand ready to 
become a household name. 

Not just around Nebraska, mind you, 
but across the country. 

How quickly things have seemed to 
change. 

A year ago, the Huskers began the sea- 
son with DeAngelo Evans, who got dis- 
couraged by the amount of work he got in the first two 
games and quit. Then, Correll Buckhalter got frustrated 
because he didn’t play in the second game against Cal and 
he considered leaving. That left Dan Alexander in the lead 
role. Though the junior rushed for more than 100 yards in 
five of the final eight games, he had some fumbling prob- 
lems, 

No wonder Nebraska’s most sure-handed ball carrier, 
quarterback Eric Crouch, also was the 
team’s leading rusher, 

No one in the Huskers’ spring camp 
sounded like he’d expect a repeat of that 
scenario this fall. But if all those I-backs 
show they’re worthy of some carries, you 
never know. Crouch’s carries aren’t likely 
to be drastically reduced because he’s 
splitting time with another player. That 
isn’t the case for the I-backs. 

Even Alexander and Buckhalter, who 
exited a spring in which they were 
allowed some rest at the top of a crowded 
scene, could cancel each other out for 
major postseason awards because they'll 
both get a lot of work. It’s a situation that 
compares to the 1982 season, when Mike 
Rozier’s emergence at I-back helped sway 
Roger Craig to play fullback. 

Alexander and Buckhalter definitely 
have an edge in experience over the Huskers’ other I-backs. 
But that doesn’t mean they won't have pressure to perform. 

First in line behind them is third-year sophomore 
Dahrran Diedrick, who only twice carried more than seven 
times ina game last season. 

Then come four redshirt freshmen. DeAntae Grixby is 
No, 4, while Chris Butler, Josh Davis and Robin Miller are in 
a virtual dead heat. 

Despite the throng, none of the young I-backs indicated 
a desire to switch positions. 

Even with the much-ballyhooed junior college transfer 
Thunder Collins joining in on the mix this fall. 

Coach Frank Solich, who spent 15 seasons tutoring 
Nebraska's running backs, says he can’t remember having 
such a stockpile of game-ready talent. 

“They're all good players,” he said. “They're all working 
with one another. The idea is for all of them to reach their 
potential. We’ll just see how it all plays out. 
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Chris Butler, the leading 
rusher in the spring game, 
hopes for a shot this fall. 


“(But) when you look at it, if they all reach their poten- 
tial, it’s certainly going to be tough on a couple guys.” 

Solich gave his young stallions the bulk of the work with 
the top unit during the spring, and Butler used the Red- 
White Game to make a statement about his readiness. 

Then again, he did that in last year’s scrimmage, too. In 
1999, the 5-foot-11, 205-pound jet from Hoover, Ala., was 
the No. 2 rusher in the spring game. This year, he led every- 
one with 118 yards on 16 carries. 

“T think this helps, but all the guys played well this 
spring,” said Butler, who had surgery following the game to 
correct a lower-abdominal injury. “In my personal opinion, I 
think I’m the real deal. Hopefully everything plays out, and 
I get into the mix in the fall. You just have to wait your 
turn.” 

Considering the logjam at I-back, Butler will have no 
choice but to remain patient. 

In terms of how they run, Alexander and Buckhalter 
give Nebraska two battering rams, while the 
remaining contenders, minus Collins, are 
known more for their speed. 

Alexander sat out the spring game with a 
sore ankle, while Buckhalter carried just six 
times for 12 yards. Diedrick, who ran behind 
the experienced No. 1 offensive line in the 
contest, had 55 yards on 10 carries. 

The 5-8, 200-pound Grixby carried six 
times for 25 yards. But he was still recover- 
ing from a torn knee ligament suffered last 
spring and should be 100 percent in the fall. 

“T know what I can bring to the game. If 
there’s a guy out there who can do it better 
than me, then more power to him,” said 
Grixby, a Lincoln Journal Star Super-Stater 
from Omaha Central. “Of course, it’s not 
going to be easy here. At the same time, 
that’s going to make me work harder. I'll go 
out there and give 110 percent instead of 
100.” 

Miller, a 5-11, 225-pounder, had 16 carries for 25 yards. 
Davis, the Huskers’ fastest I-back who experimented at 
wingback last season, sat out the spring game with a knee 
injury. 

Imagine, for once, Solich thinking it wasn’t such a bad 
deal to be a couple I-backs short. 

“T don’t know that we need to have that many I-backs,” 
he said, hiding any secret thoughts he might have about the 
cupboard being so full. “I know this: We need a fair num- 
ber.” 

That wish, at least, has been granted — which has to 
make the tough job of weeding through decisions a lot less 
stressful. ll 


Curt McKeever is 2 sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams. 
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Offensive linemen say 
strong 1999 performance 
was only the beginning 


Story by Mike Babcock 
Photos by Scott Bruhn 


ear the end of 
spring practice, 
Russ Hochstein was 
asked to_ rate 
Nebraska’s offen- 
sive line on a scale 
of 1 to 10, based on 
where it had been 
at the same point the previous 
spring. 
“Probably last year we were at 
about a 6,” the senior guard said. 
“This year, I’d say we're at a 10, 
just (based on) the fact that we’ve 
played together and have that game 
experience. 


Nebraska’s offensive line, including cen- 
ter Dominic Raiola (54) and guard Toniu 
Fonoti (77) had its finest hour in the 
Fiesta Bowl victory over Tennessee, 
paving the way for drives of 99 and 96 
yards in the second half. 


“A year’s experience makes such 
a difference. Nothing’s a surprise 
anymore. You get down in your 
stance and there’s no doubting 
yourself, what call you’re making. 
It’s there. 

“That's really nice. And we’ve 
shown that throughout the spring.” 

By the fall, Hochstein expects to 
line to be off the 1-to-10 scale. 

“I hope it’s at a 15,” he said, 
adding hastily: “There’s always 
room for improvement. Don’t for- 
get that. My 6 and my 10 can be a 
lot different than Coach (Milt) 
Tenopir’s 6 and 10.” 

“You probably want to write that 
down to make sure that point gets 
across, that my scale is different 
than his scale. But no, we still have 
a lot of room for improvement. 

“Hey, we haven’t earned any- 
thing yet. People have talked about 
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Guard Russ Hochstein (left) congratulates quarterback Eric Crouch after a touch- 


down last season. Hochstein was named was an Associated Press first-team All-Big 


12 selection as a junior. 


us from what we did last season. 
But this isn’t last season. This isn’t 
next season. This is spring. And 
until you start winning games in 
the fall and start proving that you 
can be dominant up-front, you 
don’t deserve any respect.” 
Regardless of the ratings scale 
and the time frame, the offensive 
line deserves some respect going 
into the fall, based on the fact that 
three of five interior starters from 
last season return and one of the 
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two openings has been filled by a 
starter from the previous season, 
tackle Jason Schwab. 

Dave Volk, the starter at right 
tackle last season, moved to the left 
side in the spring, allowing Schwab 
to return to his natural position, 
meaning the only new starter will 
be either Toniu Fonoti or Jon 
Rutherford. The two of them 
emerged from spring practice shar- 
ing first team at left guard. 

Dominic Raiola, of course, is the 


Top Three 
Returning Rushers 


Att. Yds. TD 
Eric Crouch 180 889 16 
Dan Alexander 134 865 8 
Correll Buckhalter 111 662 6 


Player 


returning starter at center. 

The offensive line also deserves 
some respect because of the dispro- 
portionate criticism it took follow- 
ing a disappointing 9-4 record the 
season before. That’s only fair, after 
all. 

Besides, it’s difficult not being 
optimistic in the wake of the 31-21 
victory against Tennessee in the 
Fiesta Bowl game. The offensive 
line overwhelmed the Volunteers, 
like Nebraska lines of old, rushing 
for 321 yards against a defense 
ranked seventh nationally against 
the run. 

That performance was “huge,” 
said Hochstein. 

And it wasn’t the only time the 
line was dominating either. 

“T really think we showed it ear- 
lier in the year,” Hochstein said. 
“People kind of overlooked it when 
we played Kansas State and (Texas) 
A&M and some other schools. 

“We were really moving the ball 
well and doing whatever we want- 
ed.” 

The Cornhuskers rushed for 335 
yards against A&M and 325 yards 
against Kansas State, on the way to 
leading the Big 12 and ranking 
fourth nationally in rushing. They 
averaged 265.9 rushing yards, 
despite managing only 233 yards 


combined in games against 
California and Southern 
Mississippi. 


The offensive line took consider- 
able criticism following those 
games. 

“Cal was eight, nine in the box, 
and that really hurts the run,” said 
Hochstein. “And Southern Miss did 
the same thing. That puts a hurt on 
your offense a little bit when you're 
trying to run. 

“People kind of overlook that, 
too.” 

The line can hardly be over- 
looked this season. It provides a 
solid foundation for a veteran 
offense, directed by quarterback 
Eric Crouch, who is surrounded by 
familiar faces. 

I-back is the team’s deepest posi- 


Providing leadership for the defense will be returning starters Carlos Polk (middle linebacker), Loran Kaiser (defensive tackle) and 


Kyle Vanden Bosch (right rush end). 


tion. Dan Alexander and Correll 
Buckhalter go into the fall sharing 
first team on the depth chart, fol- 
lowed by Dahrran Diedrick, 
DeAntae Grixby, Chris Butler, Josh 
Davis and Robin Miller. And junior 
college transfer Thunder Collins 
becomes eligible as well. 

There was talk that one or two of 
the I-backs might switch positions, 
depending on what happened dur- 
ing the spring. But everyone decid- 
ed to stay put, at least for the time 
being. 

Willie Miller is the returning 
starter at fullback. Redshirted fresh- 
man Judd Davies is the top back- 
up, following the loss of Tyrone 
Uhlir as a result of a career-ending 
neck injury. 

The receivers are similarly expe- 
rienced, with split end Matt 
Davison, wingback Bobby 
Newcombe and tight end Tracey 
Wistrom all having been starters. 

Plus, there is depth at all three 
positions. 

There were more significant loss- 
es on defense, with starters at six 
positions for the Fiesta Bowl game 
being gone. Even so, “I think we'll 


Top Three 


Returning Tacklers 


UT AT TT 
51 83 
17 51 
16 37 


Player 
Carlos Polk 32 
Keyuo Craver 34 
Kyle Vanden Bosch 21 


be all right,” said defensive tackle 
Loran Kaiser. 

He is among the five Fiesta Bow] 
defensive starters. The others are 
rush end Kyle Vanden Bosch, mid- 
dle linebacker Carlos Polk, left cor- 
nerback Keyuo Craver and free 
safety Dion Booker. 

In addition, Erwin Swiney and 
Clint Finley have been starters. 

Swiney, who took a medical red- 
shirt last season, goes into fall camp 
sharing the top spot on the depth 
chart at right cornerback with 
DeJuan Groce, while Finley shares 
No. 1 with Booker at free safety and 
No. 1 with Joe Walker at strong 
safety. The versatile Walker has 
been a starting nickel back. 

Whether returning starters or 
not, Nebraska has more quality 
players coming back on defense 


than “you can shake a stick at,” 
according to Kaiser. “The chemistry 
doesn’t just stay in the top unit. It 
flows down to the rest of the team. 
All those guys, they know the roles 
they've got to fill. 

“And they know they’re going to 
be called upon,” he said. 

Among those who established 
themselves during spring practice, 
and are certain to be called upon in 
the fall, are rush end Demoine 
Adams, nose tackle Jason Lohr, 
strongside linebacker Scott Shanle 
and weakside linebackers Randy 
Stella and Mark Vedral, whose sta- 
tus is in doubt because of an off- 
the-field incident in May. 

Adams shared the top spot at left 
rush end on the post-spring depth 
chart with Chris Kelsay and Justin 
Smith, both of whom were side- 
lined throughout the spring by 
injuries. 

Vedral and Stella also shared the 
first-team position. 

With place-kicker Josh Brown 
and punter Dan Hadenfeldt also 
back, the Cornhuskers have 20 
players with starting experience 
total. “I feel good about the team 
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Top Three 
Returning Receivers 


Player No. Yds. TD 
Matt Davison 29 441 2 
Bobby Newcombe 19 238 3 
Tracey Wistrom 16 429 2 


that’s coming back,” said Coach 
Frank Solich. “I like their athletic 
ability. I like their attitude. I like 
their work ethic. So those are all 
pluses. 

“The thing you never know 
about is what kind of chemistry 
your team will have until your first 
ball game. Then you start to see a 
little bit of what you’re made of. 

“And certainly as you go 
through the early part of the sched- 
ule, that will show even more, if the 
right mixture is there, if you get the 
great leadership like we got and the 
unselfish play we got.” 

Hochstein thinks he can speak 
on behalf of the offensive line, with 
a little caution. 

“There’s been a lot said about 
our line, and one thing we don’t 
want to have happen is blowing 


Senior split end Matt Davison (left) and senior wingback Bobby Newcombe give the 
Huskers valuable experience at the receiver positions. Davison has 72 career catches 
for 1,067 yards. Newcombe has 26 receptions for 411 yards. 


everything out of proportion going 
into next year,” he said. “We know 
things change week to week in col- 
lege football. There are upsets every 
week, and we don’t want anything 
to bring that down. 


“We want to just stay level-head- 
ed, do what we’re assigned out 
there and have fun.” 

As for putting it ona scale of 1 to 
10, first you have to decide whose 
scale. 


Ne 


Check Design: UN 01 


JOHN M. ANDERSON 
MARY M. ANDERSON 
OR 


tr 
3 
Ss 
< 
} 
“ 


S55 9999" O596 


200 Wallet — 
Checks or 


150 Duplicate $ 95 - 
Checks 18. 


JOHN M. ANDERSON 


123 USA AVENUE 
PH 565-5555 
ANYTOWN USA 12345 


NEBRASKA CHECK ORDER BLANK 


1, Enclose reorder form or voided check (no photocopies please). Note clearly any 


changes. 
2. Enclose a deposit slip 


3, Enclose a payment check, payable to SPECIALTY CHECK PRINTING, INC 
4, Complete the order form and mail with items 1, 2 and 3. 


NOTE: Our checks tear from the left. If you have a special checkbook cover thal loads 
checks from the top, we will add a TOP TAB to your side-tear checks. Please 


note this on order form 


12 JUNE/JULY 2000 


res 


PRINTED WITH 1994-1993 & 


1004-1005 & 1997 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS: 


| 7. 50 - - Regular 
National 
Champ 


300 Business 
Checks (4 to page) $4q, - 


MARY M. ANDERSON Address Labels 
120 ct. - 


ie ex 


visit our web site at 
www.specialtychecks.com 
Check Design: UN 02 


H!e23456 7858 999 9999" O595 


$ 39," - Regular 


National 
Champ 


ae 


— 


ps PSEUt er Ld 


FREE 
Checkbook 
Cover! || 


lay cas 


1997 NATIONAL CRARPIONS OR DR GO HWUSKERS 


Check Design: UN 03 


1904-1905 & 1997 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS: 


449.9999" OS96 


Mail to: SPECIALTY CHECK PRINTING, INC. 
210 Pineland St., Perry, FL 32347-5913 
1-800-334-4051 


a 
; ORDER TODAY! } 
| Name Daytime Phone: (___)____—_'! 

$11.00 : Starting Check # UN 01__ UN 02__ UN 03__— } 

. 1 SINGLE DUPLICATE BUSINESS TOP TAB NEEDED _ | 
CHECKS 1] CHECKS 1 CHECKS [1] ON CHEcCKs 7 
I 

VINYL COVER ADDRESS LABELS i 

CO $3.00 (Free with First Order- Need 0 120 CT. - $11.00 7 
Wallet or duplicate Only) oO UNL-o1 0 UNL-o2 1) I 

i) 

I 

I 

I 

I 

i) 

I 

I 

I 


| PROJECTED 
/ 2000 FINISH: 


San Jose St. 
@ Notre Dame 1:30 p.m. (NBC) 


lowa TBA 
Missouri TBA 
$4 @ lowa 4 
@ lowa St. TBA $11 California 4 
@ Texas Tech TBA eHe Soc Missiesipot cr 
issourt , i" 
Baylor TBA 02 Oklahoma St. , 38-14 
O39 _lowa St. , 49-14 
@ Oklahoma TBA 023 @Texas 24-20 
Kansas (Homecoming) TBA aa Ady secede 
@ Kansas St. TBA N13. Kansas St. W, 41-15 
N 26 - @ Colorado W, 33-30 (ot) 
Colorado TBA D4 vs. Texas% W, 22-6 


(Times are subject to change and are Central) 


% Big 12 Ch hip; San Antonio, T: 
mpe, Ariz 


Wilson Thomas* or 57 Chris Kelsay* 


Seth Gutz 


NT 70 


Jason Lohr** 


LS] Ryon Bingham 


Chris - 


OT 91  LORAN KAISER*** 


LG 77 _ Toniu Fonoti* 94 


Patrick Kabongo 


Wes Cod 85 RR_ 83 KYLE VANDEN BOSCH***6-4 


DOMINIC RAIOLA** 


98 Demoine Adams* 6-2 


41 


Rod Baker 


44 Jon Soy 6-1 225 Jr. 


48 Jamie Burrow** 6-1 235 Jr. 


6-0 


RT 65 JASON SCHWAB** 


68 Dan Waldro Tony Tata 


TE 87 TRACEY WISTROM** Jr. 


6-5 


e aga Bowling: $3 a 2 LCB 3 KEYUO CRAVER** 5-10 190 Jr. 


90 Jake McKee* 6-2 230__—-Sr. 33 Dwayne McClary* 5-10 190 Sr; > 


220 Randy Stella* 


QB 7 ERIC CROUCH** or 19 CLINT FINLEY*** 


30 


11. Joe Chrisman* 


Jerrell Pipens 


4 Judd Davies ROV 25 Joe Walker*** 


“| feel good about “30 Dahan Diedrick 
be. denen tenes a beast ee Ta oNaytor Getteeeag ts tT a0 Teer 
coming back. | 
like their athletic 
ability. | like their 
attitude. | like 
their work ethic.” 

— Frank Solich 


20 Wes Woodward* 


or 2 Josh Davis 5-11 195 _ Fr. 5 DeJuan Groce* 5-10 190 So. 


WB 12 BOBBY NEWCOMBE*** 6-0 2 28 Josh Anderson** 


89 


Troy Hassebroek* z - 23 Josh Brown* 


19 John Kiem SPECIALISTS 


17__ Dan Hadenfeldt** J Snap52_—_ John Garrison* 


DAN HADENFELDT** a 55 Russ Hochstein*** 


17 


Josh Brown* : p 5 ioe Walker** 


* Letters earned/Returning lettermen in bold/Starters in CAPS leJuan Groce* 


Randy Stella* 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 13 


D30 vs. Tennessee& W, 31-21 


14 JUNE/JULY 2000 


ee Gl es 
Shoes 
to Fill 


New defensive 
coordinator Bohl 
knows all about 


Blackshirt tradition 
By Mike Babcock 


he significance hit home for 
Craig Bohl following a phone 
call from Monte Kiffin. 

Kiffin, a former Nebraska 
player and defensive coordinator who 
now serves in that capacity for the 
NFL’s Tampa Bay Buccaneers, had 
called to congratulate Bohl on his pro- 
motion to defensive coordinator, fol- 
lowing the retirement of Charlie 
McBride after the Fiesta Bowl game. 

“IT thought: ‘Now wait a minute, 
how many have there been?’ “ Bohl 
said. 

Kiffin was the first Cornhusker 
assistant to officially have the title of 
defensive coordinator. Tom Osborne 
gave it to him after succeeding Bob 
Devaney as head coach in 1973. 

Kiffin continued coaching the 
defensive line as well. 

Lance Van Zandt, who also 
coached the secondary, succeeded him 
as defensive coordinator. And 
McBride, who replaced Kiffin as 
defensive line coach, succeeded Van 
Zandt. 

“That’s been about it since the 
Blackshirts have been around,” said 
Bohl. 

Actually, that HAS been it, even 
though the Blackshirt tradition dates 


Craig Bohl joined the Nebraska staff as 
linebacker coach in 1995, after spending 
six seasons as a defensive coordinator 
at Rice and Duke. Bohl, who played for 
the Huskers as a defensive back from 
1977 through 1979, has also coached at 
North Dakota State, Tulsa and 


S| Wisconsin. 


to the mid-1960s. 

“T realized that there’s a big respon- 
sibility here,” Bohl said. “And I also 
recognized how imperative it is for me 
to make sure it’s a team effort, because 
one guy cannot do the job.” 

That, in a nutshell, is Bohl’s philos- 
ophy. The responsibilities are shared. 

He’s confident not only in himself 
but also in the other defensive assis- 
tants. “I think it’s really important that 
we play on other guys’ strengths,” he 
said. “It’s not a one-man show.” 

It was never that way under 
McBride, either, which helps to 
explain the Cornhuskers’ defensive 
success over the years. “I think that if 
one guy has a big ego, that he thinks 
he’s going to run and do everything, 
then you're not going to do anything 
very well,” said Bohl. 

That philosophy has been shaped 
during 15 years as a major college 
coach. 

Actually, Bohl’s road to the defen- 
sive coordinator’s job began with a 
season as an undergraduate assistant, 
after injuries finally forced him to give 
up playing for the Cornhuskers. 

He was a defensive back who 
walked on from Lincoln East High 
School. 

His experience as a player has 
served him well on his return to 
Nebraska as linebackers coach in 1995. 
“You know how things have been 
done,” he said. “You know what a 
Blackshirt means.” 

Even though he never got to wear 
one, “you know what it means,” he 
said. 

Having been a player at Nebraska, 
“there's a great sense of gratification,” 
said Bohl. “Loyalty, continuity, hard 
work, all of those things are trade- 
marks of this program. 

“That has not changed from the late 
1970s.” 

After completing his bachelor’s 
degree in business administration in 
1981, he spent three seasons at 
Nebraska as a graduate assistant 
before getting his first full-time job at 
North Dakota State. 

He was there one year before mov- 
ing to Tulsa with Don Morton, who 
had been the head coach at North 
Dakota State. When Morton moved to 
Wisconsin, Bohl went with him again. 

Bohl moved a fourth time in 1988, 
to become the defensive coordinator at 
Rice under Fred Goldsmith. And 
when Goldsmith went to Duke in 
1994, so did Bohl. 

He spent six seasons as 
Goldsmith’s defensive coordinator. 

And he earned the nickname 
“Blitzin’ Bohl” for his aggressive style. 


As Nebraska’s linebackers coach for five years, Bohl worked closely with Charlie 
McBride (right), who retired in January after 23 seasons on the staff, the last 18 as 
defensive coordinator. In addition to his role as defensive coordinator, McBride also 
coached the defensive line., a role now filled by new assistant Jeff Jamrog. Bohl will 
continue to coach the linebackers. 


His opportunity to return to 
Nebraska came when Kevin Steele, 
now the head coach at Baylor, left for 
the NFL’s Carolina Panthers. Bohl’s 
goal wasn’t to become Nebraska’s 
defensive coordinator. “I came back 
because I wanted to have an opportu- 
nity to be a part of this program,” he 
said. 

“Any role that I could fill, that’s 
what I came back for. So what I did 
when I came back was just try to do 
the best job I could as linebackers 
coach and with the special teams.” 

His best was good enough for 
Coach Frank Solich, who wasted no 
time in promoting him. “He has 
showed his ability to lead by taking 
over the defensive special teams for 
us,” Solich said. “I thought his leader- 
ship, coaching ability and work ethic, 
all of that showed in that phase of the 
game. 

“] think he’s got a great work ethic. 
I think you’ve got to be willing to 


spend the time. I don’t care how bright 
you are, if you’re not putting in the 
time, the extra time that it takes to 
coordinate on either side of the ball, 
then it’s probably not going to work. 
So first of all, he’s got that.” 


Bohl didn’t make sweeping 
changes in the defense during the 
spring. 


“What we’ve done this year, this 
off-season, is no different than what 
we've done the last five years,” he 
said. “We took a real hard, critical look 
at the things we did well last year. 

“We did a lot of things very well. I 
think we played great defense. 

“Then we saw with our personnel 
coming back where we could improve 
on some things where we were defi- 
cient, things that matched with the 
personnel we have. We identified an 
area where we wanted to make some 
improvements. And I think we did 
that in the off-season. 

“But we’re not going to drastically 
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divert from where we're at. You’re not 
going to see us be a weak-eagle, 50- 
slant, zone defense. We’re going to 
keep doing the things we’ve been 
doing.” 

The question he has answered the 
most since early January, Bohl said, is 
“are you going to be like Charlie? 
Obviously I’m not going to be like 
Charlie. Charlie was very special in 
how he did things and how 
approached people. And I’m certainly 
not Charlie McBride.” 

He and McBride do have some- 
thing in common, however. McBride 
also involved all of the defensive assis- 
tants in the decision-making. He never 
considered himself above the rest. 

Bohl is that way, as well as exceed 
ingly modest. Becoming only the 
fourth defensive coordinator in the 
Cornhuskers’ rich history, “there’s a 
real gratifying feeling,” he said. 

“It’s another step that | think I’ve 
been fortunate to come into.” 

He was quick to qualify that, how- 
ever. “I’m really guarded,” he said. 

Project: Memorial Stadium Skyboxes “T just don’t want to come across as 
Architect: Lescher Mahoney & Sinclair Hille - A Joint Venture being maybe arrogant or cocky or any- 
General Contractor: Sampson & J.E. Dunn - A Joint Venture thing like that.” 
Curtain Wall & Glass: Husker Glass, Inc. Talking to him, you quickly realize 
es there is no chance of that. 


Traditional Powerhouse... 


Gearing up for the new season. 
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Security Financial Life, formerly Security Mutual Life, opens the spring 
season with a new company name and a new home office in south Lincoln. 


SECURITY 


Financial Life Insurance Co. 402-434-9500 ¢ P.O. Box 82248 ¢ Lincoln, NE 68501 * wWwww.secmut.com 
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Pre-Paid Football Parking In 
Lincoln’s City Owned Garages. 


Stop looking for a place to park 
reserve your space today. 


Receipt of your order prior to July 1, 2000 will reserve your 
Parking pass. After July 1, 2000 orders will be filled on a 
first come first serve basis. 


Remember, you can come down 5 minutes before game time 
and you are guaranteed a space. No more worrying about 
where you’re going to park. 


Here’s How It Works: 

When you purchase a season pass you will be issued a keycard that will open the gate on the entrance even if 
the “full” sign is on. We will set up our count system to make sure that we save your spot for you. You are 
guaranteed a space even if you show up 5 minutes before game time. 


We do all the work. All you have to do is buy the pass and show up. 
See map on back for locations. Get your season pass today! 


Call In Your Order (402) 441-6472 Fax Your Order To (402) 441-6476 
Please send me the parking pass(es) | have indicated below : 


The prices below include a refundable $10.00 card de- 
posit and a $3.00 handling charge. 


Access Quantity Location/Cost Totals 


l 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| Name 
I 
I 
| 
l 


City State Zip Que Place 1111“Q" X$85 
| Payment Method: University Sq.101 N.14 X $85 
| <n 


| Check/Money Order [J VISA ¢ oO Market Place 9th & “R” X $85 
| ae 
| Card Number Total 


All passes will be delivered by August 15, 2000 


; Mail To: National Garages, Inc. 
Card Holder Signature = 1033 “O” Street, Suite 120 


| !n the event the garage | have selected above is full | authorize Lincoln, NE 68508 

| National Garages to substitute the alternate garage(s) | have S€- | sromate Garaget Alternate Garage 2 
j!ected to the right. Yes] No [J Orders marked “No” will be 

j returned if your selection is “Full”. 


I 
| Expiration Date Phone 
I 
| 


ric Crouch wasn’t particularly imposing physically when he was in high school. 

At least, Loran Kaiser doesn’t remember being impressed by his Nebraska teammate. 

The two met at a Cornhusker football game, during a recruiting visit. Kaiser was a senior at 
St. Paul High. Crouch was a junior at Millard North. “What do you play?” Kaiser asked. 

Crouch told the disbelieving Kaiser that he was a quarterback. 

Kaiser didn’t think he was big enough to be a kicker, much less a quarterback. 

“You're a senior?” asked Kaiser. 

No, Crouch said, he was only a junior. 

That explained it, Kaiser thought. Crouch had another year to grow. 

The two met again a year later, when Kaiser was a redshirted freshman defensive tackle and 
Crouch was a high school senior. “He hadn't grown any,” Kaiser recalled. 

Crouch has grown a good deal since then. He played at 195 pounds last season, and he weighed 
about 200 after winter conditioning. His off-season goal is to put “on lots of weight because | know 
how much I'll be running this year,” he said. “It should be easy to put on 10, 15 pounds.” 

If he can bulk up to that extent, he'll be approaching the size of former Cornhusker quarterback 
Scott Frost, who was listed at 6-foot-3 and 220 pounds during his senior season. 

Frost, of course, was the first quarterback in Nebraska history to rush for 1,000 or more yards ina 
season, gaining 1,095 on 176 carries in 1997. The 6-foot-1 Crouch might well become the second, fol- 
lowing a sophomore season in which he rushed for 889 yards. 

In addition to gaining weight, Crouch intends “to get even stronger (and) faster.” 

To facilitate that, and because he missed much of the football team’s winter conditioning program, 
he joined the Cornhusker track and field team as a sprinter in late April. 

The last time he ran track was his senior year in high school. 

He lost to Nebraska teammate Erwin Swiney in the 100-meter finals at the Class A state meet. His 
personal-best time in the 100 meters in high school was 10.37 seconds. 

Crouch can run. No one doubted that. He also can take a physical pounding. 


OUTLOOK He proved that last season, when he led the Cornhuskers in rushing — by carry- 
ing 180 times. 

Returning “That's a pretty good number,” he said. And it doesn’t reflect the extent of the 

Eric Crouch punishment he took. The option offense exposes quarterbacks to contact on just 


Joe Chrisman 


Lost 


Jeff Perino 


about every down. 

Even so, Crouch never missed a snap that counted once he became the starter 
in the third game against Southern Mississippi. He averaged nearly 17 carries per 
game from then on. 

By comparison, Dan Alexander and Correll Buckhalter, the top two I-backs (after DeAngelo Evans 
quit the team), averaged just over 20 carries per game between them. . - 

“It’s something I really don’t think about when we're out on the field,” Crouch said. “You're in Erie Crouch (right) _ 
that game mode and you're out there to make plays, try to win and do your best play in and play out. corolsates with spit 

“That number of 180, I know that really doesn’t mean much to me. As long as we're winning and wees aes 
we're putting numbers on the board and everybody’s out there having a good time, and I’m coming jushin g touchdowns. 
out after a game feeling pretty healthy, then that’s not going to bother me one bit.” 

It didn’t bother him last season, even though he came out of games not feeling all that healthy because of pain in his 
right shoulder, for which he underwent surgery after the Fiesta Bowl. 

He was constantly icing the shoulder, before and after practices, and “getting as many treatments as | could because . . . 
some days were a little more painful than others,” he said. 

Though he is hesitant to make a big deal out of the pain, he admits he “had to suck up a little bit more pain than I proba- 
bly would have on a normal basis, being healthy.” 

Crouch has definitely earned the respect of his teammates. “He takes a beating every game,” said Kaiser. 

Those who haven't seen him lately might be surprised at how much bigger and stronger he is. “This is all natural,” he 
said of his shoulders and chest on the day of post-winter conditioning tests. Because of the shoulder surgery, he hadn't been 
able to lift weights for his upper body in nearly a year. 

This season will be his first completely healthy since “probably in high school,” he said. 

After thinking about it, however, he changed that to his first season at Nebraska, when he was redshirted and played on 
the scout squad. “I felt pretty good,” he said. 

Kaiser began to realize then just how tough Crouch was. 

With further reflection, Crouch changed his mind about being healthy again. 
“Actually, I had two operations my first year,” he said. 


” 


‘ 


As a sophomore, Eric Crouch was 


Nebraska's leading rusher with Soon after practice began in the fall of 1997, he underwent surgery on his right foot, 
180 carries for 889 yards, an aver- to remove bone spurs, and on his left knee. “I had to come back from that, too,” he said. 
age of 4.9 yards per carry. “So really it’s just been kind of an up-and-down, roller coaster ride.” Hf 
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LDA CHE RUMBA UH 


orrell Buckhalter and Bobby Newcombe often talked — S<"80 
about what Memorial Stadium would be like on foot- 
ball Saturdays when they worked out together there 
during the summer of 1997. 

They were just out of high school, preparing for their 
first season at Nebraska. And they were in awe. “Man, how’s 
this place going to look when it’s filled?” they would ask each 
other. 

Buckhalter’s imagination proved to be limited in answer- 
ing that question. He wasn’t prepared for his first experience. 
“It was very, very unbelievable to me to see how the fans 
were cheering. All you could see was red everywhere,” he 
said. “I was nervous being in front of that many people.” 

That was three years ago, and a lot has happened since 
then. “I don’t really pay much attention to all the people in 

the stands now,” Buckhalter said. “It 

OUTLOOK doesn’t really bother me.” 

Like every senior, the story of his 
1-BACK career is unique. 

Returning He played as a true freshman 
_Dan Alexander because of injuries to DeAngelo Evans 
as and Jay Sims. Evans was sidelined by 
an abdominal problem, and Sims, the 

FULLBACK third-string I-back, suffered a knee 

Returning strain during a pre-season scrimmage, 

Willie Miller creating significant concern about depth 

ost at the position. Senior Correll Buckhalter fin- 

See ki When Sims went down, Coach Tom Osborne immediately ished with 662 yards and six 

called on him. “I didn’t get to run the ball that first scrimmage,” said touchdowns. He rushed for 
Buckhalter. “I can just remember being nervous.” more than 100 yards four 

He played enough as a freshman to score six touchdowns. times. In Buckhalter's three 

That was a springboard for a sophomore season in which he started eight games, includ- SORES he tims TpeOa POR 
ing the Holiday Bowl. He was the Cornhuskers’ leading rusher with 799 yards on 142 car- 1,772 yards and scored 20 

a . a : ; E touchdowns. 
ries, an average of 5.6 yards-per-carry, and he tied Newcombe for the team 
lead in touchdowns with eight. 

Despite the solid foundation of his first two 
seasons, however, Buckhalter struggled early last 
season, leaving the team briefly and being sus- 
pended, as a result, for the California game. 

Even so, he was the team’s third-leading rush- 
er, with 662 yards and six touchdowns. 

“T think in everybody’s career they have ups 
and downs,” he said. “And I had some ups and downs. But that’s in the past, 
that’s behind me, and I look forward to my future, my senior year, to go all 
out and just do whatever I can, to go all out to help my team be No. 1 in the 
nation.” 

He and Dan Alexander, who is also a senior, will go into the season as the 
top I-backs. And Buckhalter is ready to run, “Football is all about experience 
and maturity,” he said. “I think I've finally reached my maturity. So hopeful- 
ly, I'll be able to take that into account this fall.” 

Throughout his career, even during the lowest moments, Buckhalter has 
remained up-beat. Even after returning from going AWOL last season, he 
didn’t shy away from questions. 


Dahrran Diedrick 


Fullback Willie Miller 
showed what he can do 
when healthy, rushing 
for 87 yards in the 
Fiesta Bowl, including a 
47-yard run to set up a 
touchdown. 


“That's one thing I truly believe 


Senior Dan Alexander was Nebraska’s in, being positive,” he said. “If 
starting I-back in nine games, rushing you're a positive person, positive 
for 865 yards and eight touchdowns, things will happen to you. If you’re 
including a memorable 80-yard burst always thinking negative about 
against Colorado, when he ran away certain things, then really nothing 
from CU speedster Ben Kelly. good ever comes to you. So I try to 
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stay positive, even during my ups and 
downs. 

“T know if the good Lord is willing, 
it will work out.” 

Being positive is “just something I 
grew up around,” he said. “Everybody 
that I’ve been around in my life, 
they’ve always told me positive things 
to do and to never think about being 
negative. They taught me to stay on 
the positive side of everything. That 
was what I was raised to do.” 

If it takes one to know one, 
Alexander is a good judge of 
Buckhalter’s attitude. 

Alexander also has earned a repu- 
tation for being positive, even though 
he has been hampered by injuries, 
including a torn left ACL that slowed 
him much of the 1997 season and a 
right knee strain that required surgery 
and ended his sophomore season three 
carries into the Kansas State game. 

He finally emerged last season, 
rushing for 865 yards and eight touch- 
downs. 

“From the very beginning, he’s 
always had a very positive attitude,” 
Alexander said of Buckhalter. “I mean, 
I think a lot of times you have backs 
that come in here and they were the 
best at their high school, and they 
come in here with the attitude: ‘Hey, 
forget about everybody else. It’s me.’ 
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No. 3 I-back Dahrran Diedrick made the 
most of his chance to play against 
Kansas State, rushing for 93 yards and a 
touchdown. 


“Correll came in here from the very 
beginning with a positive attitude. 
He’s never lacked self-confidence, but 
at the same time, he never came off as 
kind of being a jerk about it. 

“From the moment he came in here, 


he’s been a positive influence on 
everybody and has always been a 
good motivator for teammates, a good 
glue to hold the running backs togeth- 
er.” 

The past three years haven't always 
gone smoothly for Buckhalter. But 
“you don’t ever get one shred of mal- 
ice from Correll,” said Alexander. 
“He’s gone through a lot of things, lit- 
tle nagging injuries and different spots 
on the depth chart. And he’s never 
once gotten bitter about it. 

“He’s never started complaining to 
the point where he wasn’t giving his 
best. He goes out there every day and 
gives his best. He’s probably one of 
the most consistent backs I’ve seen 
since I’ve been here. He’s out there 
almost every day in practice, rain or 
shine, hurting or not.” 

He has enjoyed the past three years 
so much, Buckhalter said, that “in a 
way I wish I would have redshirted. I 
would still have another year to go. 
My career wouldn’t have gone by with 
a blink of an eye.” 

Former Cornhusker quarterback 
Steve Taylor told him it would, soon 
after he arrived. 

“Blink your eyes and your career is 
gone,” said Buckhalter. 

“My career has gone by pretty 
fast.” 
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ittersweet? Bobby Newcombe was trying to sum up his career at Nebraska. 

“I don’t know bittersweet,” the senior wingback said. “I just don’t know if I’ve accomplished as much 
as I'd like to so far. To me, it seems like I haven’t really done much at all. 

“I've always set my standards real high, my goals real high, and I think I’ve made the most of the 
opportunities I’ve gotten. But still, I don’t feel like I’ve really done much.” 

Newcombe was talking with a few reporters following the final Saturday scrimmage before the spring 
intrasquad game. He is personable and articulate, with an infectious smile. But he can be moody during inter- 
views, providing one-word answers and making those who question him uneasy. 

On this particular April afternoon, however, he seemed relaxed. 
At times, he even laughed. “I don’t know how to describe it really,” he said. “Wow. I think I’m going to 
need three or four sheets of paper . . . I can’t do that one on the spot.” 
OUTLOOK He paused briefly to reflect on all that had happened to him during the past three years. “I've 
had a lot of ups and downs,” he said, adding: “Of course, you've heard that before, too.” 
Returning He punctuated the sentence with another laugh. 
Bobby Newcombe A week later, Newcombe had another down, suffering a dislocated elbow during the spring 
John Gibson game. The injury occurred on a punt return, and it delayed the start of his summer training. 
Troy Hassebroek Ostensibly, he’s handling the situation better now than he once would have. 
. Lost “I’ve talked to Coach (Frank) Solich quite a bit during spring practice, and also the last six 
Sean Applegate ; : H j : a an gh - 3 . 
Penns BEHGn months or so, and I just think I’m a little more relaxed,” he said. “The anxiety is not as strong going 
into a scrimmage or a game because I always go into a game expecting a lot out of myself. I still do. 
“But now it’s a lot more, let things come. If some- 
thing bad happens, let it roll off. You're going to get a chance 
again. And if you don’t, then you really can’t do anything about 
it.” 

He was asked if anything in particular had brought him to 
such a realization. 

“I'd say it was a list of events,” he replied. 

That list has been well-documented. He has been subjected to 
the often-harsh glare of public scrutiny since he arrived at 
Nebraska from Albuquerque, N.M., in the summer of 1997. 

He and Eric Crouch were the most discussed members of their 
scholarship recruiting class. And both were quarterbacks, a situa- 
tion that created much of the stress to which Newcombe referred. 

He envisioned himself playing quarterback throughout his 
Cornhusker career. 

He was moved to wingback as a true freshman, however, in 
order to get him on the field and was so talented as a receiver and 
punt returner that he was hailed as the next Johnny Rodgers. 

Even so, he returned to quarterback that spring and began his 
sophomore season as the starter. 

He looked like the quarterback everyone expected, but a torn 
PCL in his left knee sidelined him for the next two games and ulti- 
mately forced him to miss the final four games of the season. 

After surgery in December, and missing the Holiday Bow] 
game, he started the first two games at quarterback last season 
before giving way to Crouch and returning to wingback. 

That's the position he'll play during his final season, providing 
Crouch remains healthy. If Crouch were to be sidelined for any 
length of time, he would return to quarterback. 

Newcombe is willing to do that, even though “I'd like to have 
one year where I’m at one position,” he said. “But if the team 
needs me to move again, I think history tells itself; I’ll make the 
move.” 

In the mean time, he has focused on wingback. In the spring, 
“one goal | definitely wanted to set was working on the releases,” 
he said. “When people come and play bump-and-run coverage on 
me, I want to be a lot stronger as far as knocking their arms away 
when they try to press me.” 


John Gibson played in 10 games and had 
two catches as a backup to Sean Applegate 
and Bobby Newcombe last season. 
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He also wanted to work on 
his “route running. I want to get 
them turned around a lot more 
and also get more separation 
between me and the defensive 
back,” he said. 

Newcombe demonstrated 
how he releases against a defen- 
sive back at the line of scrim- 
mage. 

“T try to start out real low, try 
and get down here, and if he (the 
defender) brings his arms up, I 
try to knock him up high, which 
keeps me low as well,” he said. 
“Tf he’s standing up tall...” 

A defensive back that stands 
straight up at the line against 
Newcombe will get beat. 

“Some people are a lot 
stronger, so they can just come 
up and if you get jammed, they 
can just jam you right back,” he 
said. “Or, if you’re quick, you 
see their hands coming and you 
just move by the hands. If you're 
both strong and quick, you 
know, it makes it (releasing) a lot 
easier.” 

He has developed upper 
body strength to go with his 
quickness, presenting problems 
for defensive backs even before 
his sprinter’s speed kicks in. 
“I’m getting to the point (that) 
when I get up to the line, I really 
don’t think anybody’s going to 
have too much chance,” he said. 

If releasing at the line of 
scrimmage and running smooth 
pass routes were all that 
Newcombe ever had to be con- 
cerned about, things probably 
would have been easier the past 
three seasons. But the life of a 
highly competitive student-ath- 
lete is considerably more compli- 
cated than that. 

Now, he is preparing for his 
final season at Nebraska. 

“People ask me . . . tell me, 
it’s gone by real fast,” he said. “I 
say, no, probably at a good pace. 
I think my freshman year went 
by fast and my sophomore year 
went by slow. Last year went by 
at a good pace because there 
were a lot of good things that 
happened. The good and bad 
balanced out.” 

Some might describe that as 
bittersweet. But not Newcombe. 

He’s got one more chance 
before moving on, he hopes, to 
the next level. 


Scot Bruhn 


Bobby Newcombe led the Huskers in rece! 


iving touchdowns with three, including a 53- 
yarder against Missouri. He also rushed for three touchdowns, passed for two and scored 
on an 86-yard punt return against Kansas. 
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y season's end, Matt Davison almost certainly will be second in career 
pass receptions at Nebraska. With his first catch, he’ll be fourth by 


himself, breaking a tie with Tim Smith. With his third catch, he’ll pass 1. Johnny Rodgers (1970-72) mS 
2. Jeff Kinney (1 ) 82 


Guy Ingles. And with his 11th catch, he’ll move ahead of Jeff Kinney. 
Kinney, a tailback on national championship teams in 1970 and 1971, is 


Career Pass Receptions 


3. Guy Ingles 74 
4. Tim Smith (1977-79 72 


No. 2 on the Cornhuskers’ all-time list, behind Johnny Rodgers, the 1972 Matt Davison (195 79 


Heisman Trophy winner. 


Most Nebraska fans could identify Rodgers as the all-time leader. He had 
143 receptions, or twice as many as Davison has going into his senior season, But Kinney might be a surprise. 

He was for Davison. “I had heard of Jeff Kinney,” Davison said. 
But “I would have thought (it was) Irving Fryar.” 

Fryar ranks sixth in career receptions, with 67. He is, however, second to Rodgers in career receiving yards. And by 
season's end, Davison almost certainly will move ahead of him, too. 


Backup split end 
Wilson Thomas 
gives the Huskers 
a tall target on the 
outside at 6-foot-5. 


Fryar’s receiving total was 1,196 yards. His is 1,067. 

Moving up to second “is going to be a nice accomplishment,” said Davison, the team’s leading 
receiver the past two seasons. “Personal accolades, you have to keep those in perspective. 

“It’s all about team goals, and I’m a team player. But any time I, or any of my teammates, can get a 
personal accolade, that’s great. It’s going to feel good to get that spot. 

“It’s hard to imagine the great football that’s been played here, the great players that have come 
through, that I would actually be on the chart at all. To say that I’m behind a Heisman Trophy winner 
is, you know, something I can kind of smile at and kind of be like: ‘Wow, just think.’ ” 

That’s assuming, of course, that he catches at least 11 passes for 130 yards. 

“Hopefully, I get it done this year,” he said. 

Realistically, the only thing that could prevent him from moving up to No. 2 would be something 
such as an injury, which would force him to the sideline for a significant amount of time. 

Even as a freshman back-up, he caught 11 passes for 232 yards and one touch- 
down — arguably the most dramatic touchdown reception in Cornhusker history. 


Last season, he caught 29 passes for 441 yards and two touchdowns. The receptions OUTLOOK 
were three fewer than he had as a sophomore. 
“1 was a lot better player last year,” he said. “So that was a little bit frustrating. Returning 
“To be honest, I was a little bit disappointed in my personal accomplishments Matt Davison 
last year, even though we finished second (as a team) in the country, which is a Wilson Thomas 
great accomplishment.” Tom Beveridge 
Nebraska finished second in the Associated Press poll and third in the coaches’ Scott Aguglia 
poll. 


Despite the lofty rankings, however, “it wasn’t what we wanted,” Davison said. 

“I really don’t like second place very much. It was better than what we did two years ago. But to get 
so close to the national title and have to sit around for six or seven months, waiting to play again, 
knowing you were second, that isn’t a good feeling. I really just want to go out a champion.” 

That attitude drove him during spring practice, and it’s driving him during the summer. 

“Wait until about August 1,” he said. “I'll look like a different guy. This is my last chance to go out 
there with that ‘N’ on my helmet. Not that I haven't worked hard since I’ve been here. 

“But I think you get a sense of urgency when it’s your senior year. You feel more responsibility for 


the team and (for) leadership. I guess it’s going to push me to work harder than I have any other year. Hopefully, I’ll 
get bigger and stronger and faster, and be the best player I've been.” 

Davison already has exceeded the personal expectations he had when he accepted a scholarship out of high school 
in Tecumseh, Neb., even though “I always set high goals,” he said. 

He couldn't have envisioned playing right away. He was among six true freshmen that contributed on the 1997 
national championship team. The others were Bobby Newcombe, Correll Buckhalter, Joe Walker, Kyle Vanden Bosch 
and Erwin Swiney, a medical redshirt last season. 

“Thad the goal of some day being a significant contributor on this offense,” Davison said. 

And he’s been that, as the Cornhuskers’ career-receiving lists prove. 

“Going into my senior year, I guess I can say, I look back and I’m a little bit surprised at what Senior Matt 


I've done,” he said. “But | also think my whole life I’ve worked hard to get where I'm at.” 
Where he should be is second behind Rodgers in receptions and receiving yards. 


Davison is 
working his 


“To do it here is going to feel pretty special to me,” he said. Nel arbi 

Second in that case would be fine. As a team, however, “we need to go out and try to win receiving 
another national championship,” he said. “Anything short of that will be a disappointment. charts. He has 

“We won a national championship when I was a freshman. I learned what it took to bea 72 catches in 36 
champion, and right now I’m trying to teach the younger guys how to be a champion also.” games. 
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hen Tim Carpenter was on the field, defenders anticipated running plays. 

Carpenter, a tight end at Nebraska from 1994 to 1997, was a solid blocker, but he caught just two passes 

during his career — both in games against Pacific, which subsequently quit football. 

To some extent, tight end Tracey Wistrom found himself in the opposite situation when he was a red- 
shirted freshman. “It wasn’t quite that strong of a tendency (to pass),” he said. 

“I'd rotate, and the only time I was pretty much in there was on pass plays with two tight ends, Sheldon 
(Jackson) and I. Then you'd start hearing ‘watch for the pass’ and stuff like that. 

“But last year I played a lot more on running downs. I did a lot more blocking.” 

Nevertheless, the threat of a pass was still greater when he was in the game. 

“That's something, hopefully, we can break away from a little bit more this year,” Wistrom said. “I still want to 
be in there when we're throwing the ball, But | want to be in there a lot more whenever we're running it. That's 

just one of my goals, to improve in that area (blocking).” 

OUTLOOK Wistrom is determined to become a complete tight end after a sophomore season in which 
he broke the school record for average yards per reception, with at least 10 receptions. 

Returning He caught 16 passes for 429 yards, an average of 26.8 yards per catch, and two touch- 
Tracey Wistrom downs. Johnny Mitchell, also a tight end, set the previous single-season record of 25.64 in 
Aaron Golliday 1990. 
Wistrom was third on the team in receptions and second in receiving yards, and he was a 

Lost first-team All-Big 12 selection by both the Associated Press and the conference coaches. 

T.J. DeBates Jackson was first-team all-conference in 1998, also because of his pass catching. 
Seen Balinan Tight ends attract such attention as receivers. But if they aren’t at least competent blockers, 
they aren’t likely to be anything more than situational players at Nebraska. 

And Wistrom intends to be more than competent at controlling defenders. 

“One of my main goals is to just improve on my blocking,” he said. “Last year, I really didn’t 
have the weight to be a dominant blocker, and that’s something I'd really like to do, (get to) where 
Coach (Ron) Brown can count on me not only in passing situations but also in running ones as 
well.” 

The 6-foot-5 Wistrom played at about 210 pounds last season, which meant he had to rely on 
technique to deal with defensive linemen such as 300-pound Shaun Rogers of Texas. 

Technique “was one of the main things I had to rely on,” said Wistrom. “To be honest, tech- 
nique, to a certain extent, is one of the most important things you can have. If you watch Aaron 
(Golliday), sometimes if a guy who’s 270 pounds steps with the wrong foot, he’s going to get beat, 
too,” 

Golliday, a sophomore tight end with seemingly limitless potential, is 270 and growing. 

“It's just like me. If I step with the wrong foot, I’m going to get beat, too” Wistrom said. “But if 
you see us both stepping with the right foot, Aaron’s going to drive the guy off the line 5 yards. 

“T might not do that, but I’m going to get the job done. So that’s why I stress technique so much 
in my head, really knowing the plays and in certain situations what foot to step with. I definitely 
can't rely on my weight right now, and not really even my strength. So I have to fall back on some- 
thing.” 

Wistrom weighed 231 pounds (every one counts) during spring practice. He “felt stronger and 
heavier,” he said. “I think that’s one of the main things, once I can put on the weight it’s going to At 6-foot-4 and 270 
help me out so much more. I’m really looking forward to the day when I weigh 240, 245.” pounds, sophomore 

He has been able to gain weight since last season despite having to rehabilitate his left knee. He Aaron Golliday pro- 
suffered a partial PCL tear during practice the week before the Big 12 championship game against Vides a more physical 
Texas and was sidelined for it as well as for the Fiesta Bowl game against Tennessee. pretence ab me SAG: 

He had to get accustomed to wearing a brace in the spring. 

Even so, “things went real well for me in winter conditioning,” he said. “I wasn’t necessarily getting to work 
out so much with the team because I did rehab. But I was still able to put on weight. 

“And a lot of the weight I put on was muscle weight, which was good.” 

If he can maintain that weight, and even continue to increase it, he expects to improve his chances of staying 
on the field, regardless of whether the Cornhuskers intend to pass or run. 

Nebraska is well stocked at tight end, with Jon Bowling, Jake McKee and Trevor Johnson among the others 
there. “It’s going to be a strong position,” said Wistrom. “There's a lot of depth.” 

He can more than hold his own as a receiver, and he has the technique to be a blocker. 
Now he’s adding the weight. “Probably one of the most frustrating things I’ve ever done 
is try to gain weight,” he said. “For years now, I’ve just avoided every scales that I’ve 


Jon Bowling 
Jake McKee 


Junior tight end Tracey 
Wistrom averaged a 
school-record 26.8 


yards on his 16 catches Sesh “ : . 
last season. Two of his “| dread the day when they tell me I’ve got to go in and get my body fat checked, just 
catches went for touch- because I’ve never been able to gain weight. But finally, everything is changing. 

downs. “T don’t mind stepping on the scales now.” 
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ometimes, Tony Tata has to lock himself in his room to get some peace 
and quiet. Otherwise, Jason Schwab “might want to do some sit-ups or 


push-ups,” Tata said with a laugh. 
He and Schwab share a house with Dominic Raiola. And Schwab 
keeps them both on their toes. 


OUTLOOK 


LER TACKLE 
Returning 
Dave Volk 
Lost 
Adam Julch 


LERF GUARB 
Returning 
Toniu Fonoti 


Jon Rutherford 
Lost 


James Sherman 


CENTER 


Returning 
Dominic Raiola 


John Garrison 
Lost 
Matt Baldwin 


RIGHT. GUARD 
Returning 
Russ Hochstein 
Steve Alstadt 


RIGHT TACKLE 
Returning 
Jason Schwab 
Kyle Kollmorgen 


While watching a movie on television, for instance, 
Schwab might suddenly jump up and “get in his (line- 
man’s) stance,” said Tata. “So we start laughing at 
Schwabbie. 

“Then Dominic usually does his stance, and they go 
at it.” 

Or, instead of getting in his stance, Schwab might 
insist: “Let’s go do a workout.” 

In either case, “we miss the movie,” Tata said. 

Schwab’s enthusiasm knows no bounds, now that his 
left knee is healthy again and he has a sixth season of eli- 
gibility. He’s among the emotional leaders on Nebraska's 
offense. 

Ask anyone associated with the team and they’ll tell 
you that. “I think having him back just brings a smile to 
everybody’s face,” offensive guard Russ Hochstein said 
during spring practice. 

Schwab rarely had a smile on his face last season, 
after suffering an ACL/MCL injury during a drill on the 
first day of contact in the fall. The injury ended what 
would have been his final season as a Cornhusker if the 
NCAA had denied his request for an additional year. 

Though he tried to remain optimistic about his 
chances, “he was more quiet than he ever was (before),” 
said Hochstein. “You could tell he missed it (playing) a 
lot.” 

Raiola, the starting center, encouraged Schwab as best 
he could. But “when you get hurt, you're not going to 
think positive all the time,” he said. “There are going to 


be times where you're like: ‘I can’t believe this 


happened. It’s all over. I’m not going to get 


another chance.’ 


“He'd always think about: ‘What if I don’t get 
the extra year?’ But I always said: ‘There’s no 
way they can’t give you that extra year.’ I tried to 
convince him there was no doubt. 

“I really thought he would (get it), you 


know?” 


Russ Hochstein started 
every game in 1999 after 
earning the starting 
right guard spot at the 
end of the 1998 season. 
He was named first- 
team All-Big 12 by 
Associated Press. 


When the news finally came, the week after 


Dominic Raiola became the fifth Husker 
offensive lineman and the third center to 
earn first-team all-conference honors as a 
sophomore. He made the CNNSI.com All- 
America team. 


the Fiesta Bowl game, offensive line coach Milt Tenopir called Schwab imme- 
diately. It was early in the morning, and “I thought I was dreaming,” Schwab 
said. “He goes; ‘We got it.’ My eyes were closed, so it took me a while (to 
comprehend). 

“After about an hour, I woke up and it kind of soaked in that I got it.” 

He didn’t waste any time after that. “It was back to work,” said Schwab. 

Now he dreams about Nebraska's opener against San Jose State on Sept. 2. 

“It’s constantly on our minds,” he said of himself and Raiola. “That's all 
we talk about, putting the fear back in people (opponents), that we’re going 
to come out and we're going to hit you hard and we're going to make it a 
long game for you. That's our goal 
as an offensive unit. 

“That’s what we're always 
screaming at each other for, putting 
the fear back in the ‘N’ sticking on 
the helmets. When I came here my 
freshman year, people were scared 


Tackle Jason Schwab, a starter in 1998, 
earned an extra year of eligibility after 
suffering a season-ending knee injury 
during fall drills last year. The former 
walk-on earned a scholarship before the 
1997 season. 
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to play us. You could just see it on 
the field. People walked out there 
(and saw) that ‘N’ and they were 
scared. They were worried. 

“They were already doubting 
themselves. They didn’t know if they 
could get it done.” 

The process of instilling fear in 
opponents began last season, accord- 
ing to Schwab, and was dramatically 
reflected in the Fiesta Bowl game vic- 
tory against Tennessee, by the physi- 
cal play of the Cornhusker linemen. 
“They started getting that back,” he 
said. “It was great to see. 

“We plan on completing that 
phase of our game.” 

By the end of last season, “I 
believe in my heart we were the most 
feared team in the country,” said 
Schwab. “I don’t think anybody 
wanted to play us. We’re getting a 
nastiness to us. 

“I’m getting hyped up right now 
just thinking about it. It’s pretty 
exciting.” 

Schwab provides the line with 
more than emotion, of course. He 
started every game in 1998 and that 
experience will help to compensate 
for the loss of left tackle Adam Julch. 
Junior Dave Volk, who stepped in for 
Schwab at right tackle last season, 
moved to the left side during the 
spring. 

“Having Schwabbie back is really 
nice, especially because he brings 
that experience,” said Hochstein, 
who lines up alongside him. “He 
brings his leadership abilities. He 
brings his confidence and his age, his 
maturity. I mean, he’s played there; 
he knows his stuff. It’s going to be a 
good unit.” 

Schwab, who came to Nebraska 
from Eagan, Minn., as a walk-on, is a 
dedicated weight lifter. He has been 
a finalist for the team’s lifter of the 
year award the past two years. 

He and Raiola, who also was a 
finalist for the award this year, push 
each other. 

“Both of us are so competitive,” 
Schwab said. “It’s like, we go at each 
other mentally and physically. It’s 
fun. It’s lots of fun, the atmosphere at 
home. It really makes you strive to be 
the best.” 

It also makes getting some peace 
and quiet difficult. 

That’s why Tata, a middle line- 
backer, locks himself in his room 
sometimes. And hopes Schwab 
doesn’t try to break down the door in 
his eagerness to enlist a workout 
partner. 

“He might,” Tata said, laughing 
again. 
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raig Bohl is not given to excess. Rather, he’s prone to understate, If fact, Nebraska’s new defensive coordinator 
is downright conservative in his on-the-record comments. 

So his post-Spring Game praise of Kyle Vanden Bosch was a little out of character. “I saw one time when he 
came around the edge, he looked like he was going Mach 1,” said Bohl. 

“That's going to cause offensive tackles problems.” 

The senior rush end from Larchwood, lowa, has given would-be blockers plenty of problems 
already. Last season, he was third on the team in tackles-for-loss, behind tackle Steve Warren, a third- 
round draft pick of the NFL’s Green Bay Packers, and middle linebacker Carlos Polk. 

Vanden Bosch was credited with 11 tackles for 68 yards in losses and 4.5 sacks. He also established a 
school record by blocking three field goal attempts, including two in one game. 

What made his play even more remarkable last season is that he was hampered by an ankle sprain, 
which was severe enough to keep him out of the Oklahoma State game. 

“T don’t want to make any excuses, but I just felt a little bit slow at times,” he said. “When you have 
a bad ankle, a lot of times you round off corners. You can’t make sharp cuts.” 

That wasn’t the case during the spring. And it won't be the case in the fall. 

“T'm recovered from that,” said Vanden Bosch. 

During the spring, he was “close to 100 percent . . . 1 am 100 percent,” he said, 
OUTLOOK reconsidering. “When you're not having anything hold you back . . . just gained a 
lot of confidence. 

Returning “T felt I could make a lot more plays and really was a lot less hesitant.” Wasione’ of three 
Damoine Adanis Coach Frank Solich also had high praise for Vanden Bosch following the sophomores shar- 
Spring Game. ing the No. 1 spot 

“He’s had a tremendous spring,” Solich said. “He is showing tremendous at left rush end on 
quickness and tremendous strength for his size. He is a player that at the snap of _ the post-spring 
the ball is going to give you everything he’s got, on every play. And he’s gota lot. depth chart. 

I would expect that he'll be a national-type player.” 
R . Vanden Bosch showed during winter conditioning that he had prepared himself physically 
eturning f TSS, , : 

ani Rosch or an outstanding senior season. He produced the top score in the performance index and set a 

fichmann team record for performance points in the pro agility run, with a time of 3.97 seconds. 
_ host That time translated into 977 performance points. “I guess you could score 1,000 if you were 
Eric Ryan Superman,” said Boyd Epley, Nebraska’s director of athletic performance. 
The 6-foot-4, 270-pound Vanden Bosch also earned his second consecutive lifter of the year 
award, evidence of his extraordinary dedication in the weight room. “We're pleased with what we've seen,” Bohl 
said. “I think he’s gotten a step faster, and that always helps as far as in the pass rush.” 

Nebraska ranked first in the Big 12 and second nationally in pass efficiency defense last season, not only because of 
an outstanding secondary but also because of its ability to pressure quarterbacks. The Cornhuskers set a school record 
with 53 sacks for 395 yards in losses. 

Vanden Bosch will have to help compensate for the loss of Warren, who led the team with seven sacks, in order to 
alleviate the pressure on a secondary without Mike Brown and Ralph Brown. 

He appears ready for the challenge. “I feel going out there that no one can block me one-on-one,” he said. “That's 
not being cocky. But it’s what I tell myself when I get into my stance. 

“T tell myself that I’m not going to be blocked on this play. Instead of getting in my stance and thinking, ‘I’m not 
going to screw up,’ I’m telling myself that I’m going to make a big play.” 

He has made his share of big plays since finally emerging last season from the considerable shadows of outstand- 
ing rush ends such as Grant Wistrom, Mike Rucker and Chad Kelsay. 

But because of the ankle problem, he wasn’t able to perform at the level he would have liked. 

“T don’t think I'll ever be the player I want to be,” he said after getting three sacks in the Spring Game. “I'm really 
my own worst critic. Today I made a couple of plays. 

“But I also made a lot of mistakes that don’t really show up. I've still got a ways to go.” 

To that end, he said, he intended to work hard this summer, and begin immediately. 

“Spring ball went by so fast,” he said, 

“People have been saying a lot of nice things about me. But I’m just going to go back to work and try to make 
myself a better player. I have a lot of expectations for myself, so I’m going to keep pushing myself and really get to 
work this summer. Like I said, I really expect a lot out of myself.” 

So do Bohl and Solich. 


Senior rush end Kyle 
Vanden Bosch capped an 


Demoine Adams 


Justin Sn 
Matt Grummert 
Lost 


Aaron Wills 


“It’s my last go-around, and it’s no time to rest. It’s go, go, go,” said Vanden Bosch. 
In addition to being a first-team GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-American, he earned 


outstanding spring with all-conference honorable mention from the league’s coaches last season. 
three sacks in the Red-White Solich expects him to draw even more attention than that, expecting him to play “at 
Spring Game. a level that I think the great players in the country will be playing it (rush end) at.” 


oran Kaiser reflected on his soon-to-be-finished career at Nebraska. 
“Tt flew by,” the senior defensive tackle said. “I don’t know where it went.” 
He was reminded recently of how quickly it has gone while watching a videotape of the celebration 
that followed the 42-17 victory against Tennessee in the 1998 Orange Bowl game. 

Sasho Becvarovski, a member of Kaiser’s scholarship recruiting class in 1996, preserved the experience on 
videotape. He recorded the celebration on the field and in the locker room afterward, as well 
as at the team headquarters on Miami Beach, when the announcement came in that they had 
earned enough votes to be named national champions in the ESPN/USA Today coaches’ 
poll. 


OUTLOOK 


Several players were in the room shared by Kaiser and Becvarovski at the Sheraton Bal Returning 
Harbour in the early-morning hours when ESPN announced the results of the coaches’ vot- Jason Lohr 
ing. Jon Clanton 

Becvarovski had the camera focused on the players, who were focused on the television Casey Nelson 
set. When the much-anticipated announcement finally came, “the whole building just . Lost 
exploded,” said Kaiser. Steve Warren 

“I don’t know how many floors they gave us, but I know there were a lot of us on that one 
floor. Everybody was just running out in the halls, tackling people. The security guards, at Returning 
first, tried calming people down, and then they started celebrating with us. It was crazy. Loran Kaiser 

“Man, it doesn’t seem like it was that long ago.” Jeremy Slechta 

Much has changed since then, however. Kaiser is a two-year starter, and he no longer Matt McGinn 
struggles to put on weight, as he once did. The weight issue was a significant concern early 
on. 


He weighed about 225 pounds during his redshirt season, which he spent on the scout team, lining up against 
300-pounders such as Aaron Taylor, Chris 
Dishman and Jon Zatechka. 

“T wasn’t gaining any weight,” he said. “I 
just wasn’t strong enough to play yet.” 

Charlie McBride, former defensive coordi- 
nator and his position coach, “just kept telling 
me: ‘It’s going to come. If you keep stepping on 
the scales every day, you're never going to 
gain any weight. But you wait a few days, a 
few weeks and, boom, there’s 10 pounds,’” 
said Kaiser. 

“If you survive your redshirt year, I think 
you can survive anything here. Just the pull it 
puts on you coming out of high school .. . 
you're just trying to get yourself so much big- 
ger. 

“You're just looking at yourself every day. 
‘I still haven't gained anything.’ “ 

Junior Jason Lohr played in every game Now, he weighs 280 to 290. He weighed 
and had 33 tackles — the most of any 285 during spring practice, when he was hampered by back problems. “I don’t 
non-starter — and 3.5 sacks while back- want to go over 290,” he said. “I'd like to keep my quickness.” 


ing up All-Big 12 nose tackle Steve Kaiser roomed with Russ Hochstein when the two were freshmen. The 290- 
Warren. Lohr is No. 1 on the depth chart pound Hochstein, a returning starter at offensive guard, also had problems gain- 
entering fall camp. ing weight. “He was a non-factor, too,” Kaiser said. “We used to sit in our dorm 


room every night: ‘Man, we’re a waste of scholarships.’ 

“But obviously, they (the coaches) saw something we couldn’t see yet. We were able to put on the weight, put 
on the muscle and gain the experience to be able to contribute to this team. 

“We learned a lot from each other, kept firing off each other’s strengths. We'd make fun of each other if one 
of us got the crap kicked out of him at practice and the other one got beat or something.” 

Four seasons later, both made significant contributions to a team that won 12 of 13 games and the Big 12 
championship and was ranked second or third nationally, depending on the poll. 

The Cornhuskers finished by dominating Tennessee in the Fiesta Bow! game. 

“You want to say we got a taste of it last year. And we did,” Kaiser said. “We were this close last year. 
Everybody knows it. Everybody realizes how dedicated we were last year. 

“We doubled that this year. Everybody was in the weight room. The ded- _ gteady Loran Kaiser is a two-year 
ication was there. The work ethic was there. Everybody realizes what we starter at defensive tackle. He fin- 
have to do.” ished his junior season with 36 

Kaiser got only three plays as a redshirted freshman in the 1998 Orange _ tackles, including 3.5 sacks. Two 
Bowl game victory against Tennessee, “all on special teams,” he said. “I was _ of his sacks came against Texas in 
still young, running around out there. the Big 12 Championship game. 
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“T knew what I was supposed to 
do, but I was still kind of like a little 
kid.” 

The Becvarovski videotape brings it 
all back. Remembering what it was 
like, reminds him “how bad I want to 
go back to Miami this year, to play in 
the national title game again,” he said. 

The Orange Bowl will play host to 
the Bowl Championship Series nation- 
al title game. 

Kaiser’s perception of the passing 
of time is paradoxical. Even though 
his career has gone by quickly, the 
1998 Orange Bowl game seems like “a 
long time ago, really,” he said. 

That’s based on “how much I’ve 
grown up, not only as a person but 
also as part of the game. It’s grown up 
inside of me as well . . . just how much 
clearer I see things now, the little 
things (for which) you were getting 
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After 23 years as a defensive coach at the University of 
Nebraska, Charlie McBride’s retirement had Nebraskans and 
the Nation saddened by his departure. Coach McBride’s 
defense has ranked ten times in the top ten. He has coached 
19 all conference players, five All Americans, 20 Pro players, 
and 11 Academic All Americans. Charlie received Sporting 
News “Best Defensive Coach Award” and also 1988 “Top 
Assistant Award.” To honor Charlie McBride’s achievements, 
Gary Michael’s Clothiers is proud to announce “Charlie 
McBride’s Blackshirt Blazer.” 


This Blazer is 100% wool and has been specially teflon 
coated to resist spills and stains, and, in Charlie’s own 
words, “The Gatorade will roll right off the fabric.” It is 
also practically wrinkle free, and durable enough to get 
tackled in. 


“The Blackshirt Blazer is rough, tough and indestructible!” 
--Charlie McBride 


Pewter University of Nebraska Crest buttons 
Two on the front and three on each cuff sleeve 


Specj 
Cially 
Featuring « De eSigne, 


Silvep - 

thron ore on "Ace 

OUghou, tone Bek i "€ Lining 
Mas - 


i gored \y ASterp:, Tt Logs 
saath ig spe This special offer includes extra sizes as shown: ' 
Regulars 36-60 Shorts 36-50 
Longs 38-60 X-Longs 42-60 


Portly, Short, Reg, and Longs Available 
-MICHAE LS agers; Sy 
CLOTHIERS 3520 Village Drive, #600, Lincoln, Nebraska 68516 


Order Now! 1-800-556-7848 Or 402-423-SUIT 


id 


a 


BP me 


® 

i , § ‘ 
a4 TT et , 

ct BAY win af fen Ke AANA Bolen hee vin enh Puan oie) WM Gahediet 8b oe Po A. apg I 


roderick Thomas, a two-time All-American, set the standard at 
Nebraska for non-stop talking on the football field. He “took it to 
another level,” Coach Frank Solich said with a laugh. 
Middle linebacker Carlos Polk isn’t quite at that level, according to 
Solich. 

But “Carlos can talk a good game,” he said. 

The enthusiastic Polk can talk a good game in practice as well as in 
games. 

“You always hear him out there,” said Solich. “I don’t care if you’re at 
the same station he’s at or not, you hear him. And I like what I hear because 
he’s telling guys: ‘Hey, let’s get it done. That wasn’t good enough.” If it 
wasn’t good enough, he'll speak to the team and he’ll speak to individuals. 


“That kind of guy will take you a long way if he’s respected.” 

And Polk is respected in the way that former rover Mike Brown was. 

“The players like him. The coaches like him. I don’t know that there’s 
anybody that doesn’t really like the guy, in terms of not only how he per- 
forms but also his personality,” Solich said. 

“He's one of those guys who seems to be able to get along with every- 


OUTLOOK 


STRONGSIDE 
Returning 
Scott Shanle 
Rod Baker 
Lost 
Tony Ortiz 
Brian Shaw 
Steve Raymond 


MIDDLE 
Returning 


Carlos Polk 
Jamie Burrow 
Lost 


Ben Buettenback 


WESKSIDE 
Returning 
Mark Vedral 
Randy Stella 

Lost 
Eric Johnson 
Julius Jackson 


the reasons. 


He was a first-team all-conference selection by both the Associated Press and 
the league coaches. He was second on the team in total tackles (83), tackles for loss 
(12 for 56 yards in losses) and quarterback sacks (6.5). And he led the team in quar- 


body.” 

That's true, with qualifications, according to cen- 
ter Dominic Raiola, who is to the offense what Polk 
is to the defense — an emotional leader. “The first 
time we went against each other (in practice), we 
kind of got in a fight,” said Raiola. “But after that it’s 
just been respect ever since. 

“We know what we're doing. We're doing our 
job. And we're going to have fun doing it.” 

It’s to the point now that Raiola and Polk talk to 
each other constantly during scrimmages. “Even 
when we get out of the game, there’s talking going 
on across the field,” Raiola said. 


Polk responds with a hearty laugh. “It’s fun when 
you're out there,” he said. “I look over there and he goes: 
‘We're moving the ball. First down.’ That's an insult to our 
defense. But then again, our offense is getting hyped. It’s 
just about who wants to get the last word in. It comes to 


that.” 


Polk’s penchant for prattle is a positive. “It’s natural for 
him, and everybody understands where he’s coming from,” 
said Solich. “He's a lot of fun to have on your football team. 
But it’s one thing to have a guy that just keeps everybody 
loose; he had better be a player, too. And Carlos is that.” 

Polk is the lynchpin to a Nebraska defense that will attempt to duplicate last 
season's success, which included being ranked in the top six in the nation in all 
four major categories. 

The Cornhuskers were second in pass efficiency defense, third in scoring 
defense, fourth in total defense and sixth in rushing defense. And Polk was among 


terback hurries, with 21. 


As a junior, middle linebacker 
Carlos Polk had 83 tackles, 
second only to All-American 
Mike Brown. Polk’s totals 
included 12 tackles for losses 


and 6.5 sacks. 


career. 


course, comes confidence.” 


He also has forced five fumbles during his 


“He's had good ability from day one,” said 
Solich. “I think he’s just continued to get better at 
reads and knowing the defense. And with that, of 


Junior Jamie Burrow is an experienced backup 
at middle linebacker, playing in every game his 
first two seasons. He was also a member of 
the Huskers’ kickoff return team. 


Randy Stella, a key contributor on spe- 
cial teams last season, shared the No. 1 
spot at weakside linebacker on the post- 
spring depth chart. 
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Polk is among those on whom the 
coaches will be counting for leader- 
ship. Like Brown, he has become 
something of a player-coach for other 
players. “He’s not a guy that’s just 
yelling at them all the time about 
doing better, doing this, doing that,” 
Solich said. “He will actually coach 
guys. 

“Sometimes he’s patting them on 
the back. And sometimes he’s kicking 
them in the butt.” 

Polk says he’s just following the 
lead of Jay Foreman, one of the middle 
linebackers from whom he learned. “I 
try to carry that on,” he said. “When I 
came in the summer of my freshman 
year, I was thinking: ‘OK, I'm compet- 


ing with this guy for a position.’ But it 
wasn’t so much trying to compete 
with him. It was more: ‘We're a team 
and we need to get better. If I go 
down, you've got to step in.’ 

“Tt was none of this: ‘I’m going to 
be a little bit hesitant (to help) type of 
thing.’ “ 

That willingness to help other 
players at your position is typical of 
this team, according to Polk. “We want 
the best guy on the field,” he said. “I 
mean, I want to get on the field, but if 
you're better than me, I want you on 
the field. I’ll be happy to back you up. 
That's the kind of attitude we have.” 

Polk’s trash talking is pretty much 
all talk and no trash. 
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“I try not to get personal with it. 1 
just try to have fun and at the same 
time get my team a little excited,” he 
said. “I try not to step on any toes by 
being personal, saying ‘you're no 
good’ or anything like that. I try not to 
single someone out. I’m like: ‘OK, 
come at it with a different approach.’ 

“Tm out there talking, sometimes 
just about nothing. Or I'll say some- 
thing like: ‘You're not going to run the 
ball here.’ And I think the whole 
defense responds to that. 

“Once you say it, you know, your 
teammates are going to help you back 
it up.” 

Solich has never considered asking 
Polk to tone it down. 

“You would control it as a coach if 
the guy’s not showing it on the field 
because everybody understands a guy 
that just talks is all talk and no action,” 
he said. 

“That's not what anybody's after. I 
don’t think there’s any question Carlos 
wants to perform so well that some of 
the talk is coming from that. He's not 
talking himself into playing well. But 
he’s understanding that this is how it’s 
going to be and he verbalizes it.” 

Thomas was the same way, just to 
another degree. @ 
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he flash cards are evidence of Dion Booker’s determination. 
He got the idea from his older brother Michael, who has 
played the past three seasons with the NFL’s Atlanta 
Falcons. 

Michael also uses flash cards to help him learn his coverages 
at cornerback. 

“T write down every offensive formation there is and then I 
write down the defense’s coverages,” said Dion, Nebraska’s 
junior free safety. “Then I just memorized them. It worked 
tremendously. 

“That's about 75 percent of football 
OUTLOOK (in the secondary), knowing your coverages 
and where to be. Talent and all that other 
LEFT CORNER stuff don’t come unless you know what to 

Returning do on the field.” 

Keyuo Craver The flash cards are important enough to 


Sele HSrile him that he occasionally carries them with 
Dwayne McClary 


x 


BAS 


. ; Keyuo Craver gained a starting spot at left cornerback as 
him to class and when there’s a break (and a sophomore and finished fourth on the team with 51 


FREE SOFETY only then), he takes them out and studies — tackles. He also intercepted three passes, blocked two 
Returning them. punts and recovered a fumble. 


Dion Booker “IT have those cards everywhere, just 


Clint Finley going over them,” he said. 
Troy Watchorn | 


Lost 
Greg McGraw 


ROWER football. 


There was a time, not all that long ago, when Booker wouldn’t have considered making 
flash cards, much less carrying them to class. From early in his freshman year until spring 
practice a year ago, he questioned whether he even wanted to be at Nebraska, playing 


Returning He was constantly stressed out and unhappy, and at one point seriously considered 
Joe Walker transferring to San Diego State in order to be closer to home — he’s from Oceanside, Calif. 
Wes Woodward Most out-of-state players get homesick. But that wasn’t really the problem. 
Taylor Gehman That he was following brother Michael to Nebraska was a positive rather than a negative, 


Lost he claimed. And his athletic ability was such that it 

Mike Brown appeared he might not be redshirted as a freshman. He 

Gragg cst made the trip to Washington in 1997 before he was told he 

Sleeeeeees would be sitting out as a redshirt. 
Returning That's when the problems began. 

Erwin Swiney “When I first got here, I actually did very well,” said 

DeJuan Groce Booker, who was playing cornerback then. “But I think 

Josh Anderson right when I got redshirted, I just started not paying atten- 
Lost tion. 

Ralph Brown 


Hye Nharan I was like: ‘OK, if I’m not playing, then why really pay 


attention?’ That really started my downfall, to be disap- 
pointed in myself and to not appreciate what I have.” 

His attitude deteriorated, and he began complaining about his situation 
instead of trying to do something to improve it. “Football wasn’t fun,” he said. 
“When I was stressed out about it, it wasn’t something that I wanted to improve 
on. I knew deep down that it was just me not trying. 

“But I guess I started to believe that this wasn’t for me.” 

By “this” he meant Nebraska. So he considered transferring. 

He maintained constant contact, by phone, with Michael — he still does — 
and mentioned he might leave Nebraska. “I talked to him about it. And he was 
basically supportive,” Dion said. “He knew I was really stressed out because I 
wasn’t doing what he knows I can do. 

“He told me: ‘Whatever you do, whatever decision you come to, I’m going to 
be behind you. But one thing you should do before you leave is give it your all.’ 
And that’s what I did.” 

Veteran defensive backs coach George Darlington also talked with him 
before the start of spring practice a year ago and encouraged him to work to 


Dion Booker started the last become a better player, and person. 

five games, including the “It was a combination of my coach and my 
Fiesta Bowl, at free safety. He | brother,” Dion said of his change in attitude 
had an interception and 37- and his new-found commitment to the game. 
yard return against Texas in. “Mostly, I had to look at myself in the mirror. 
the Big 12 Championship. “That’s what (former) Coach (Charlie) 


spring depth chart at rover, is a dangerous 
return man for the Huskers. 
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McBride always talked about. If you 
can’t look yourself in the mirror when 
you go home, then something’s 
wrong. I had to go out there and work 
hard so I would be able to look myself 
in the mirror and know that I had 
accomplished something. 

“Tf I was going to be No. 3 (on the 
depth chart), then I was going to be 
No. 3 and work hard to improve. I 
knew that I could become No. 1 if I 
just worked hard and stayed positive. 

“T never got down on myself before 
I became a starter because I just knew 
in time it would all happen. If you 
work hard and be patient, things will 
come. And that’s when it happened.” 

After backing up Clint Finley in the 
first eight games, he started the final 
five, including the Fiesta Bowl, last 
season and seemed to get better in 
each one. He made a career-high seven 
tackles at Colorado and intercepted a 
pass on Texas’s final drive in the Big 
12 championship game. 

He capped the season by making 
six tackles against Tennessee in the 
Fiesta Bowl. 

He succeeded despite being ham- 
pered by a knee problem, which 
required arthroscopic surgery after the 
season. “I could never move the way I 
wanted to in cutting,” he said. 

“T couldn’t ever get to 100 percent. 
It restricted my movement. There was 
never really pain. I just knew I 
couldn’t go too far because if I went 
too far, there would be pain. 

“So it was like a limit to what I 
could and could not do.” 

Booker wouldn’t have handled 
such a situation well his first two years 
at Nebraska. 

Often during his redshirt year, he 
would call Michael and tell him “how 
frustrated I was and how I just didn’t 
feel like I fit in, stuff like that,” Dion 
said. “He told me to just be patient. 

“He told me to go out there every 
day and work hard, in stuff that peo- 
ple don’t usually work hard in, get 
yourself to where you’re going full- 
speed all the time.” 

The advice was sound, but went 
unheeded until the spring a year ago. 

If not for Michael, Dion might be at 
San Diego State now. 

“He's probably the reason for half 
my success, being so positive toward 
me and giving me the courage,” Dion 
said. “He’s been like a coach as well as 
a brother, someone that’s always 
there. I know I could never disappoint 
him. And when you have a person 
you can never disappoint, you try 
harder.” 

That’s also why he made the flash 
cards. Mf 


3 


Uris ite buyer 


APPAREL 


325 Gateway Me 
Lincoln, NE 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 47 


of preparing for his second “senior” season at Nebraska. 

Late last season, about the time of the Big 12 championship game, Cornhusker kickers coach Dan Young men- 
tioned in passing that he had read where Hadenfeldt, a senior, was a junior. 

“Wow, wouldn’t that be nice?” Hadenfeldt said with a laugh. 

He thought Young was joking. 

Young, however, really had read something — Hadenfeldt doesn't remember what — that listed him as a junior. And 
the mistake had gotten him to wondering. Maybe, just maybe. . . 

“Did you ever talk to anybody about when you had that back injury when you came in?” Young wanted to know. 
OUTLOOK “Did you ever pursue that, find out what would be your options?” 

The start of Hadenfeldt’s career at Nebraska was inauspicious. He walked on from West Des 
Moines, lowa, Valley High School and spent his first two years dealing with a severe back prob- 

Returning lem. 

Josh Brown His options were surgery or a lengthy rehabilitation program. He opted for the latter, and 
Panayenielat “they (doctors) weren't kidding,” he said. The rehabilitation program “took a while.” 

He didn’t lift weights or practice with the team in 1995 and he practiced for only a short time 

Returning in 1996 before coming to the conclusion that “I was 
Dan Hadenfeldt slipping back into where I was,” he said. 

SBM ERIM “So we decided my time would be better spent 

continuing the rehabilitation and not possibly put 
myself back in a situation where it would be another 
Returning 18 months.” 
Joe Walker In hindsight, Hadenfeldt probably should have 
Randy Stella delayed his enrollment, at least until the fall of 1996. “I 
was probably as removed from the team as you could 
be,” he said of his first year. 

Returning “I got to go to the bowl game, but other than that, I 
as didn’t meet a lot of the guys because I wasn’t around 

Joe Walker A ’ R 

Kein Ceaver practice every day. I wasn’t around the weight room. It 

DeJuan Groce was a tough time.’ 

His second year was only slightly better. He was 
able to suit up for a couple of early-season home 
games before settling back into his solitary rehabilita- 
tion routine. ; 

NCAA rules allow student-athletes five years to dona geaeaneira a pire vi 
play four, with the five-year time clock beginning kicks, 
when the student-athlete first enrolls full-time. If 
Hadenfeldt had taken a year off after high school and delayed his enrollment, “the time clock 
never would have been a factor,” he said. 

Hadenfeldt thought about those first two years after talking to Young and decided that even 
though it was a longshot, he should petition the NCAA for a sixth season of eligibility. 

After all, Cornhusker teammate Jason Schwab had been successful with such a petition. 
“T thought he had a strong case, and I thought I did also,” said Hadenfeldt. 

With the help of Al Papik, who has since retired as Nebraska's director of compliance, Hadenfeldt submitted the 
paperwork to the NCAA, after being granted a hardship ruling by the Big 12. At night, before falling asleep, “I’d think 
about it and get so excited it was hard to maintain focus,” he said. 

“But I wasn’t going to get my hopes up for something that might not happen.” 

The process “seemed like it took forever,” Hadenfeldt said. 

He played in the Hula Bow] all-star game in Honolulu in late January and made plans to accept an invitation to par- 
ticipate in the NFL combine in late February. 

Hula Bowl and Combine participants must have completed their collegiate eligibility. 

But the NCAA recommended that he go ahead and play in the Hula Bowl game since it had yet to reach a decision on 
his status. And he figured if he hadn’t heard from the NCAA by the weekend of the Combine, he probably wasn’t going 
to get the additional season of eligibility, anyway. 

The week before the Combine, he got the good news — ironically first from Schwab. 

He was eating with some teammates at the training table when Gary Bargen, Papik’s successor as compliance direc- 
tor, entered the Hewit Center. His back was to Bargen. 


f f not for a published mistake, Dan Hadenfeldt would be hoping to earn a job with an NFL team this summer instead 


Returning 
Dan Hadenfeldt 
Lost 


Frankie London 


Returning 
John Garrison 
Dominic Raiola 
Russ Hochstein 


Dan Hadenfeldt set a school punting 


record with a 44.98-yard average, Schwab already had told Hadenfeldt he had gotten the sixth season. 
which ranked second in the Big 12 But “Jason kind of kids around a lot, so | thought he was kidding,” 
and fourth nationally. Hadenfeldt said. 
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Schwab and the others said Bargen 
was coming his way. 

“We told you this was for real,” 
they said. 

Hadenfeldt kept eating and refused 
to turn around. “It’s been a long 
road,” he told his teammates. “I’m a 
little sensitive about this, guys. Don’t 
play around with this stuff.” 

When Bargen got to the table, his 
smile said all Hadenfeldt needed to 
know. 

“T was so relieved,” Hadenfeldt 
said. “Now that I look back on it, it 
really wore on me a little bit emotion- 
ally, just not knowing where I was 
going to be next year.” 

That he’ll be in a Cornhusker uni- 
form also is good news for Nebraska. 


ITH 


He was an all-conference second-team 
selection by the league coaches, after 
setting a school record by averaging 
44.98 yards per punt. And he’s on pace 
to break the school career record of 
41.92 yards per punt, held by Jesse 
Kosch. 

“It’s definitely a situation where | 
feel very lucky to have this extra year,” 
Hadenfeldt said. 

And he has it pretty much by acci- 
dent. If Young hadn’t mentioned the 
reference to his being a junior, he prob- 
ably wouldn't have considered peti- 
tioning for the additional season. 

“It’s funny how things work out,” 
said Hadenfeldt, a self-described opti- 
mist. 

“It’s kind of like a fairy tale.” 
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Transfer I-back Collins ready 


for long-awaited debut 
By Todd Henrichs 


hunder Collins was a bit 

embarrassed by the crowd of 

youngsters who clamored 

for his autograph at 

Nebraska’s annual Red- 
White Game last spring. 

“I told them, ‘I haven’t even played 
a down yet,’” Collins said. 

That will likely change this fall 
when Collins finally gets a chance to 
take the field for the Huskers. 
Nebraska’s most highly touted I-back 
recruit in several seasons, Collins 
hopes to win playing time but has no 
aspirations of becoming the starter in 
his first year. 

“T hope to move up to third or 
fourth, where I can get some chance to 
play,” he said. “My goal is to get on 
the field any way I can, whether it’s 
kickoff returns or at I-back.” 

How much Collins will play likely 
depends on how the sophomore trans- 
fer from East Los Angeles College 
bounces back from a year away from 
football. 

Collins was Nebraska’s only 
junior-college recruit last season and 
the only player recruited to play I- 
back. He was considered one of the 
top running backs in junior colleges 
with a 4.4-second time in the 40-yard 
dash and a bench press of 325 pounds. 

Collins, a graduate of Manual Arts 
High School in Los Angeles, rushed 
for 1,548 yards and 12 touchdowns in 
10 games as a freshman at East Los 
Angeles in 1998. 

He did not play football last season 
so he would have three years of eligi- 
bility remaining when he graduated 
from junior college. 

“I'm going to be kind of rusty com- 
ing into two-a-days because I’ve been 
out of football for a year,” he said. “I 
felt really out of shape last spring, but 
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that’s how I always feel 
when I don’t work out.” 

Collins had hoped to 
join Nebraska for spring 
drills but learned he 
didn’t meet NCAA 
entrance requirements. 

Collins did not earn at 
least 25 percent of his col- 
lege credits from West 
Los Angeles College, the 
school he graduated from 
last December. Collins 
also attended East Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles 
Trade Tech, Los Angeles 
Southwest and Compton 
community colleges over 
the last two years. 

This spring, he woke at 
5 a.m. most days to work 
at a Lincoln foundry. His 
job was throwing 150- 
pound manhole covers on 
to trucks. At night, he 
attended classes at 
Southeast Community 
College. 

In between, Collins 
was able to watch but not 
participate in NU football 
practices. He wasn’t 
allowed in team meetings 
and had little time or 
opportunity to work out 
on his own. 

“T was dying to be out 
there, but it helped me to watch,” 
Collins said. “I know a little bit what’s 
going on.” 

Nebraska’s top three I-backs from 
last season — Dan Alexander, Correll 
Buckhalter and Dahrran Diedrick — 
all return. There’s also a glut of 
younger backs seeking to make moves 
on the depth chart. 


Thunder Collins rushed for 1,548 yards and 12 touch- 
downs as a freshman at East Los Angeles College in 
1998. He sat out last season. 


Collins, 6-foot-2 and 215 pounds, 
compares his running style to Eric 
Dickerson and Lawrence Phillips, the 
former Nebraska I-back. Collins made 
it to Nebraska after his position coach 
in junior college sent a film to NU 
assistant George Darlington. 

“Coach Darlington came down to 
Los Angeles and went to a lot of 


schools saying he needed a running 
back,” Collins said. “Different coaches 


7 


were telling him about me. 

Collins said he loves laid-back 
Nebraska but returned to Los Angeles 
this summer for one more class. The 
confusion over his eligibility has been 
frustrating, but he refuses to let that 
get him down. 

Collins has overcome much greater 
obstacles, growing up in south central 
Los Angeles and seeing his father and 


hy 


Sandro DeAngelis 


lra Cooper 


Chris Septak 


2000 Recruiting Class 


Willie Amos, defensive back, 6-2, 185, Sweetwater, Texas 

Jake Andersen, offensive lineman, 6-2, 300, Littleton (Mullen), Colo. 

Manaia Brown, rush end, 6-4, 280, Salt Lake City (Granger), Utah 

Terrell Butler, defensive back, 5-11, 195, Austell (Pebblebrook), Ga. 
Thunder Collins, I-back, 6-2, 200, East Los Angeles College 

lra Cooper, linebacker, 6-2, 220, Omaha (Westside), Neb 

Sandro DeAngelis, kicker, 5-9, 200, Niagara Falls, Ontario, Canada (St. Joseph Coll.) 
Mike Erickson, offensive lineman, 6-4, 275, Omaha (Papillion-LaVista), Neb. 
M.J. Flaum, offensive lineman, 6-4, 295, Westminster (Northglenn), Colo. 
T.J. Hollowell, linebacker, 6-1, 215, Copperas Cove, Texas 

Lannie Hopkins, linebacker, 6-1, 195, Rowlett, Texas 

Steve Kriewald, fullback, 5-11, 250, Scotia (North Loup-Scotia) 

DeWayne Long Jr., wide receiver, 6-0, 200, West Des Moines (Dowling) lowa 
Alvin Marshall, wide receiver, 5-11, 180, Los Angeles (Locke) 

Lornell McPherson, defensive back, 5-10, 175, Omaha (Central), Neb. 

Ross Pilkington, wide receiver, 6-1, 185, Fort Collins (Loveland), Colo. 

Nick Povendo, offensive lineman, 6-5, 305, Keller, Texas 

Jason Richenberger, linebacker, 6-1, 200, Liberty, Mo. 

Chris Septak, tight end, 6-4, 245, Omaha (Millard West), Neb. 

Benard Thomas, rush end, 6-4, 235, East Palo Alto (St. Francis), Calif. 

Ben Zajicek, wide receiver, 6-0, 200, Beatrice, Neb. 


True Freshmen Who Have Played 
The Last Five Seasons 


1999 
Toniu Fonoti, guard 
John Garrison, center/deep snapper 
Taylor Gehman, defensive back 
1998 
Keyuo Craver, defensive back 
Jason Lohr, defensive tackle 
Jeremy Slechta, defensive tackle 
1997 
Correll Buckhalter, I-back 
Matt Davison, split end 
Bobby Newcombe, OB/wingback 
Erwin Swiney, defensive back 


a cousin shot in gang incidents. 

“Everything happens for a reason, 
and it’s over with now,” he said in ref- 
erence to the eligibility questions. 
“There's no reason to worry about it.” 

Collins’ biggest concern now is 
preparing physically for this fall. After 
fighting an illness most of last winter, 
he came to Lincoln at 182 pounds. He 
weighs 202 now. 

By the fall, Collins would like to be 
at 215, his playing weight at East Los 


Kyle Vanden Bosch, rush end 
Joe Walker, defensive back 
1996 
Mike Brown, defensive back 
Ralph Brown, defensive back 
*J.R. Edwards, split end 
DeAngelo Evans, I-back 
Steve Warren, defensive tackle 
1995 
Kris Brown, place-kicker 
Ahman Green, I-back 
Chad Kelsay, rush end 


*Subsequently transferred 


Angeles. 

Collins also hopes he hasn’t lost the 
knack to carry the football the way 
some of the best running backs in 
Nebraska football history have over 
the years. The tradition of the program 
convinced Collins Lincoln would be 
the right place for him. 

“Before I leave here I can have a big 
impact at the running back position 
like those other guys did,” Collins 
said. “That's important to me.” 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 53 


It's 


Time Again 


Nebraska, other schools fine-tuning their wish lists for the Class of 2001 


By James Hale 


t's that time of year, when we try to get a head start on 
il the major names in recruiting. This list will no doubt 

change by at least 25 percent by the time September 
rolls around, and it wouldn’t be surprising if it’s 40 percent 
or more. However, you can bet that many of the players list- 
ed will be heavily recruited at least on a regional basis, if 
not a national one. 

When talking about the top players in the country, obvi- 
ously these are players that Nebraska will take a close look 
at. The Huskers are one of the top recruiting programs in 
the country, and they always have a crack at a number of 
the nation’s top 100 prospects. 

Early, Nebraska probably has more than 1,000 players 
on its recruiting board, but by the time the season starts, 
that number will be down to a workable 150 or so. 

At quarterback, Nebraska already has a commitment 
from the top signal caller in Nebraska. Mike McLaughlin (6- 
foot-1, 175 pounds, with 4.5 speed in the 40-yard dash) of 
Omaha (Millard North High School) seems perfect for the 
Nebraska option offense. Joining McLaughlin as an early 
commitment to the Huskers was offensive lineman Richie 
Incognito of Glendale (Mountain Ridge), Ariz. 

Chad Greenway (6-4, 210, 4.6) of Mount Vernon, S.D., is 
another outstanding athlete who fits the Cornhusker offen- 
sive scheme. He led his team to a perfect, 12-0, state cham- 
pionship season, running the option for 1,010 yards rushing 
and 990 passing. 

Greenway found the end zone 16 times on the ground 
and 11 times through the air. If Nebraska offers, he said he 
will accept, but he is also keeping in contact with Kansas 
State, Minnesota, Notre Dame, Wyoming, Michigan State 
and Notre Dame. 

Casey Paus (6-4, 200, 4.8) of New Lenox (Lincoln-Way), 
ll., may be the best passing quarterback in the country. 
Paus has at least 25 offers and was very impressive at the 
Illinois Nike Camp. Paus is considering Miami, Florida, 
Colorado, Oklahoma, Illinois, Michigan, Michigan State, 
Northwestern, Purdue, Arizona State and Washington. 

Kyle Orton (6-4, 200, 4.8) of Runnels (Southeast Polk), 
Iowa, was also very impressive at the Illinois camp. 
However, Nebraska likes Mike Stuntz (6-2, 180, 4.5) of 
Council Bluffs (Saint Albert), lowa, better. The Huskers 
have made an offer to Stuntz, who rushed for 610 yards and 
six touchdowns, hit on 42 of 71 passes for 665 yards and 
nine touchdowns and also returns kickoffs. Stuntz is also 
interested in lowa, Notre Dame, Texas, Stanford, Michigan, 
Baylor, Kansas and Purdue. 

Rick Clausen (6-3, 180, 4.8) of Woodland Hills (Taft), 
Calif., comes out of the shadow of his brother, Casey, this 
season. Casey signed with Tennessee last year, and Rick 
will receive considerable attention this season. Rick is look- 
ing at LSU, Kentucky, Michigan State, Ohio State, 
Pittsburgh and Kansas State. 

Aaron Alexander (6-4, 180) of Richmond (Henrico), Va., 
Brodie Croyle (6-3, 200) of Rainbow City (Westbrook 
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As a junior, Millard North’s Mike McLaughlin rushed for 1,774 
yards and 22 touchdowns. 


Nebraska Commitments for 2001 


Player, hometown (high school) 


Richie Incognito, Glendale (Mount. Ridge), Ariz. 6-4 295 OL 


Mike McLaughlin, Omaha (Millard North) 


Christian), Ala., and Justin Holland (6-4, 185) of Lakewood 
(Bear Creek), Colo., all are considered elite quarterbacks. 
Joseph Addai (6-2, 190, 4.6) of Houston (Sharpstown), is the 
best in Texas. 

The top running back may come out of Texas as well. 
Cedric Benson (6-0, 200, 4.5) of Midland (Lee) has led his 
team to two straight state titles by rushing for 5,500 yards 
and 80 touchdowns. A year ago, Benson was named District 
Player of the Year, after rushing for 3,526 yards and 51 
touchdowns. 

Benson said his favorite team is Texas, but Wisconsin, 
Arkansas and Arizona have all offered as well. Many feel 
that Donte Hickson (5-11, 190, 4.5) of McKinney, Texas, is 
Benson's equal, after rushing for 1,556 yards. He is also con- 
sidered a great cornerback prospect. David Underwood (6- 
0, 223, 4.44) of Madisonville, Texas, is a big back to watch. 

Seymore Shaw (6-0, 210, 4.4) of Shawnee, Okla., is a top- 
10 national running back. Shaw rushed for more than 1,700 
yards a year ago and listed Oklahoma, Oklahoma State, 
Colorado, Kansas, Michigan, Penn State, Texas, Texas A&M 


Ht. Wt. Pos. 


6-0 175 OB 


and Nebraska as schools he is interest- 
ed in. Cedric Houston (6-0, 200, 4.5) of 
Clarendon is No. 1 in Arkansas, and 
he is already committed to play for the 
Razorbacks. 

Brandon Brokaw (6-3, 225, 4.6) of 
Pennington and Rikki Cook (6-1, 235, 
4.55) of Montclair are dominating big 
running backs from New Jersey. 
Tramain Hall (5-10, 185, 4.4) of 
Deerfield Beach, Fla., is another top-10 
back, along with Damien Nash (5-11, 
185, 4.45) of St. Louis (Riverview). 

Cedric Williams (6-0, 165, 4.4) of 
Jefferson is the top wide receiver in 
Texas, after catching 27 passes for 693 
yards and seven touchdowns a year 
ago. Williams said he favors 
Tennessee, Texas and Oklahoma early, 
but he has Florida State, Texas A&M, 
Kansas and Nebraska high on his list. 

Terrance Thomas (5-11, 185, 4.3) of 
Houston (Washington) is another out- 
standing wide receiver in Texas. 

Jerome Janet (5-11, 190, 4.4) of Tulsa 
(Union), Okla., is also a top-10 national 
receiver. Janet caught 77 passes for 970 
yards and nine touchdowns at pass- 
happy Union a year ago. Janet favors 
Kansas State early, with Oklahoma, 
Texas A&M and Tulsa in the picture. 

Nate Ilaoa (5-10, 180, 4.4) of 
Stafford, Va., is a highly regarded 
receiver. Ilaoa caught 82 passes for 
1,301 yards and nine scores, while 
averaging 18.6 yards per punt return. 
Ilaoa is looking at BYU, Oklahoma, 
Virginia, Florida and Northwestern. 

Sterling Hicks (6-2, 175, 4.4) of 
Pompano Beach (Eli), Fla., caught 45 
passes and turned 16 into score. 
Florida State and Miami have already 
offered, and Hicks is also looking at 
Florida, Ohio State and Tennessee. 

Abe Robinson (6-6, 270, 4.8) of 
Houston (Jersey Village), Kyle Ealey 
(6-7, 255, 4.7) of Westchester (St. 
Joseph), Ill., and Erik Gill (6-6, 230, 4.6) 
of Belle Vernon, Pa., are considered 
three of the top tight ends. 

Collin Barker (6-9, 324) of Wortham 
is considered the top offensive line- 
man in Texas. Barker has already visit- 
ed Georgia unofficially and is plan- 
ning to visit Colorado, Notre Dame, 
Michigan and Texas this summer. 

Ben Wilkerson (6-5, 285, 4.8) of 
Hemphill, Texas, is one of the best 
pure centers in the nation. 

Bob Clearly (6-7, 275) of Lake 
Elsinore (Temescal Canyon), Calif., has 
already committed to UCLA, and 
Blake Larsen (6-7, 295) of Atlantic, 
Iowa, says he will attend Iowa. Both 
are ranked among the nation’s top 10 
offensive linemen. 

Keith Ornelas (6-4, 290) of San 
Dimas, Calif., is leaning toward UCLA 


but is also considering Nebraska, USC, 
California and Washington. 

On defense, Lawrence Hooper (6-4, 
250, 4.8) of Houston (Aldine), tallied 
51 solo tackles, four sacks and eight 
tackles for losses last season. Texas 
A&M has offered, but Hooper favors 
Penn State over Colorado, Florida 
State, Nebraska, Arizona, Michigan, 
Kansas State, LSU and Kentucky. 

Charles Rush (6-3, 286, 4.9) of Erie 
(Cathedral Prep), Pa., had more than 
100 tackles last season in leading his 
team to a 13-1 record. Rush likes Penn 
State, Pittsburgh, Michigan, Syracuse, 
Kentucky and Iowa. 

Gary Pike (6-5, 265, 4.9) of Pueblo, 
Colo., made 87 tackles last season. He 
plans to take a look at Colorado, 
Stanford, Tennessee, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and Colorado State. 

Titus Adams (6-4, 275) of Omaha 
Creighton Prep is ranked as one of the 
top 100 players in the country. James 
Burchhardt (6-5, 325) of Columbia 
(Long Reach), Md., is another. 

You may not find a better line- 
backer in the country than Derrick 
Johnson (6-3, 200, 4.6) of Waco, Texas. 
Johnson ripped through opposing 
offenses for 168 tackles last season. 

Steven Thompson of Los Angeles 
earned all-city honors after making 
129 tackles, including six sacks, and 
forcing three fumbles. Thompson went 
to UCLA's junior day and lists 
Nebraska, Ohio State, Texas A&M and 
Arizona as well. 

Scott McLintock (6-3, 225) of Belle 
Vernon and Joe Dipre (6-4, 240) of Erie 
(Cathedral Prep) are the best line- 
backer in tradition-rich Pennsylvania. 

Tony Alford (6-2, 215, 4.5) of Miami 
(Southridge), Fla., and Marquis Elmore 
(6-4, 225) of Folkston (Charlton 
County), Ga., both have 4.5 speed. 

In the secondary, Ernest Shazor (6- 
3, 180, 4.5) of Detroit (King) has com- 
mitted to play for Michigan. Matt 
Ware (6-4, 194, 4.45) of Los Angeles 
(Loyola) will play for UCLA. Both are 
ranked among the top 100 players. 

Quan Crosby (5-9, 185, 4.4) of Mart, 
Texas, is a top athlete who rushed for 
1,195 yards, caught 15 passes for 560 
yards and came up with three inter- 
ceptions this past season. 

Brett Bell (6-0, 185, 4.4) of Wheaton 
(Warrenville South), Ill, is a top cover 
corner, along with Dustin Fox (6-0, 
185, 4.4) of Canton (Glen Oak), Ohio. 

These are just a few of the marquee 
names already making national news. 
Many more will emerge in the follow- 
ing months, and you can bet Nebraska 
will once again come up with many 
players ranked among the nation’s 
elite. 
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PLAYER 
CAPSULES 


Time really does fly. 

Does it really seem that long ago that true 
freshman Matt Davison was making a mira- 
cle catch against Missouri to keep Nebraska 
on the road to a national championship in 
1997? 

Bobby Newcombe, Correll Buckhalter, 
Kyle Vanden Bosch, Joe Walker and 
Erwin Swiney also played on that team as 
true freshmen. Three years later, all but 
Swiney, who missed last season with an 
injury, are ready for their final season as 
Huskers. 

It should be another great season. 

Nebraska loses just four starters on 
offense: tackle Adam Julch, guard James 
Sherman, tight end T.J. DeBates and wing 
back Sean Applegate. 

NU returns 11 players who started at least 
three games, counting Jason Schwab, who 
sat out 1999 with a torn ACL and received a 
sixth year after starting every game at right 
tackle in 1998. 

The Huskers return four starting linemen, 
including two All-Big 12 honorees (Dominic 
Raiola at center and Russ Hochstein at right 
guard), and at least one skill position starter at 
every position, including All-Big 12 quarter- 
back Eric Crouch, All-Big 12 tight end 
Tracey Wistrom, wingback Newcombe, split 


end Davison and |-backs Dan Alexander and 
Buckhalter. 

Nebraska lost several playmakers on 
defense, specifically All-Americans Mike 
Brown (rover) and Ralph Brown (right cor- 
nerback), as well as All-Big 12 tackle Steve 
Warren, but the cupboard certainly isn't bare. 

NU will have to replace six lettermen, who 
played the three linebacker positions, includ- 
ing starters Tony Ortiz and Brian Shaw at 
Sam linebacker and Eric Johnson and 
Julius Jackson at Will linebacker, but NU 
also concentrated on replacing those posi- 
tions with its 2000 recruiting class. 

Although the secondary loses the Browns, 
corners Keyuo Craver and Swiney, free 
safeties Clint Finley and Dion Booker and 
rover Walker are all seasoned veterans with 
starting experience. 

Senior middle linebacker Carlos Polk will 
contend for national honors this season, and 
two other starters return who will also con- 
tend for postseason honors, including rush 
end Vanden Bosch and defensive tackle 
Loran Kaiser. 

On the following pages, Huskers Illustrated 
takes a capsule look at 48 of the players 
expected to play key roles in the upcoming 
season. A complete list of all players on the 
post-spring depth chart is on Page 13. 


Capsules compiled by Steve Sipple 
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Demoine Adams 


Left rush end 
6-2, 235, sophomore 
Pine Bluff, Ark. 


Outlook: Adams_ impressed 
Nebraska coaches in the spring after 
bulking up yet maintaining his explo- 
sive speed. He played sparingly last 
season, recording five tackles and four 
QB hurries. He was a first-team all-state = 
defensive end, linebacker and tight end for Pine Bluff 
High. In his last two seasons there, he recorded 193 tack- 
les, including 24 sacks. He also earned all-state honors as 
a member of Pine Bluff’s 4x100, 4x200 and 4x400 relay 
teams. 

Coach’‘s comment: “If he can get out on a wide flank, 
he’s a very good speed rusher,” defensive coordinator 
Craig Bohl said. 


Steve Altstadt 
Right guard 
6-5, 280, junior 
Fort Calhoun, Neb. jo 
Outlook: Played in every game last 
season as Hochstein‘s backup and as a | 
member of the Husker PAT and field- 
goal units. He recorded seven pancake 
blocks on the year, with a season-best 
four in the opener against lowa. Altstadt 
did not play in 1998 and redshirted in 1997. He was : the 
first player from Fort Calhoun to earn a Nebraska football 
scholarship. 
Coach’s comment: “Steve has all the athletic ability 
he needs, he just needs to put everything together,” offen- 
sive line coach Milt Tenopir said. 


Tom Beveridge 


Split end 
6-0, 195, senior 
Sutherland, Neb. 


Outlook: A walk-on, he played in 
nine games as a backup to Matt Davison 
and Wilson Thomas. He caught his first 
career reception for nine yards against 
lowa State. He saw action in seven 
games in 1997 and three games in 1998 
as a reserve split end. 

Coach's comment: “His tenacious blocking ability has 
been the key to his climb on the depth chart,” receivers 
coach Ron Brown said. 


Dion Booker 
Free safety 
6-1, 205, junior 
Oceanside, Calif. 

(El Camino) 

Outlook: The younger brother of 
former Husker cornerback Michael 
Booker, Dion came on strong last sea- 
son, supplanting Finley as the starting 
free safety in the final five games. He 
finished the season with 28 tackles (15 solos) and had an 
interception and a pass breakup. He made a career-best 
seven stops at Colorado, In 1998 he was the third-string 
free safety behind Finley and Greg McGraw. He pondered 
leaving the team but big brother helped talk him out of it. 

Coach’s comment: “We feel like Dion’s beginning to 
establish himself,” Bohl said. “He played a lot at the tail 
end of last season. We feel he’s solid." 
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Dan Alexander 

I-back 

6-0, 245, senior G8) 
Wentzville, Mo. 

Outlook: Alexander saw limited 
action in spring scrimmages, which 
freed up carries for younger players. 
Alexander started seven of the last eight 
games last season, including one at full- 
back. He finished the year with 134 car- 


ries for 865 yards, an average of 6.5 per carry. He pounded 
Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl with 108 yards, one of his 
five 100-yard rushing performances on the season. 

Coach’‘s comment: “If you're going to run inside- 
type plays a lot, there is nobody better than Dan,” Coach 
Frank Solich said. “But if you're in a situation where you 
have to make a move, two moves, three moves — well, a 
Barry Sanders-type back he is not.” 


Rod Baker 

SAM linebacker (a1) 

6-0, 220, senior * 

Hastings, Neb. (Adams Central) “ 
Outlook: Through hard work and . 

perseverance, Baker, a former walk-on, 

emerged from relative obscurity to a —< 

place of importance on the depth chart. 

Baker and Shanle were under the coach- 

es’ microscope every day during the 


spring, and the scrutiny will continue during the fall. Baker 
was a star in high school but was injured as a senior, 
slowing a steady stream of recruiting calls to a trickle. He 
appeared in seven games last season and made three 
tackles, 

Coach’s comment: “Rod has developed himself into 
a solid backup player,” Bohl said. “He's very strong and 
physical at the point of attack.” 


Ryon Bingham 

Nose tackle 

6-3, 270, freshman 69) 
Sandy, Utah (Alta) 

Outlook: Bingham is among a pack of 
about five players fighting for playing 
time behind Kaiser, Slechta, Lohr and 
Clanton. The coaching staff pondered 
playing Bingham as a true freshman 
before deciding he would redshirt. He 


came up with three tackles in the Red-White intrasquad 
scrimmage to cap a solid spring. 

Coach’s comment: “Ryon really came around and did 
some good things at the tail end of the spring,” Bohl said. 
“You could see flashes of a really dominating player. He 
has great strength and excellent quickness.” 


Jon Bowling 

Tight end 

6-3, 240, sophomore 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Outlook: Bowling missed spring 

practice with a back injury but is regard- 

ed as one of the team’s brightest young 

prospects. He emerged from relative 

obscurity when he replaced Wistrom in 

last season's Big 12 title game. He 


responded by catching two passes for 30 yards, including 
a 22-yard grab. Bowling redshirted in 1998 after separat- 
ing his shoulder early in fall camp. 

Coach's comment: “Jon Bowling is a very talented 
athlete. He gives us a great route-running tight end,” 
Brown said. “He has great moves, quickness and tremen- 
dous poise for a young player.” 


Josh Brown 
Place-kicker 

6-2, 190, sophomore 
Foyil, Okla. 


Outlook: Brown took over the 
place-kicking duties last season for four- 
year starter Kris Brown (no relation) and 
performed well most of the season. He 
hit 14 of 20 field-goal attempts and 46 
of 47 extra points. His 88 points ranked 
second on the team behind only Crouch. An early season 
hamstring pull eliminated him from kickoff duties. Brown 
spent time during the spring with the receivers. 

Coach’s comment: “| don’t think (playing another 
position) affects his kicking,” kickers coach Dan Young 
said. “He had a good spring and has given no indication 
that he'll turn the kicking duties over to anyone.” 


Jamie Burrow 
Middle linebacker 
6-1, 235, junior 
Ames, lowa 

Outlook: Burrow gives the Huskers a 
solid backup behind Polk. He gained 
valuable experience last season, 
appearing in 12 games and making 14 
tackles while adding five quarterback 
hurries and two breakups, He was also - 
a valuable member of the kickoff return team. Played well 
in the Big 12 championship game when Polk had to leave 
the contest because of a bruised calf. Burrow’s father, 
Jimmy, lettered for Nebraska in 1974 and 1975. 

Coach's comment: “Jamie had a good spring,” Bohl 
said. “We want Jamie this summer to work on his speed 
and explosion.” 


Keyuo Craver 
Left cornerback 
5-10, 190, junior 
Harleton, Texas 

Outlook: There's no battle at this 
position — Craver has it locked up. One 
of Nebraska's most electrifying players, 
Craver last season finished fourth on the 
team with 51 tackles, and his 34 solo 
stops were second only to All-America 
rover Mike Brown. Craver had three interceptions, broke up 
12 passes, blocked two punts and recovered a fumble. He 
made two fourth-quarter interceptions against Southern 
Miss to preserve a 20-13 win. 

Coach’s comment: “Keyuo played solidly all spring,” 
Bohl said. “He has not taken a complacent attitude. | think 
his athleticism has improved, and he's gotten even faster.” 


Judd Davies 
Fullback 
6-0, 240, freshman 


Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 
Outlook: Davies capped an impres- 
sive spring with touchdown runs of 1 
and 21 yards in the Red-White Game. 
Look for him to press Miller for playing 
time this fall. He’s an instinctive runner 
with an explosive burst. He spent the 
spring focusing on his blocking. Last season NU coaches 
thought long and hard about using him. For five games he 
stood on the sideline in uniform before deciding to redshirt. 
Coach's comment: “|'m really pleased with where 
Judd’s at and what he’s done,” running backs coach Dave 
Gillespie said. “He’s picked things up very well. 
Mechanically, he does things right. He’s a hard-nosed guy. 
He goes into contact and doesn't flinch.” 


Correll Buckhalter 
I-back 
6-0, 225, senior 
Collins, Miss. 
Outlook: Buckhalter and Alexander 
will enter fall camp firmly entrenched the 
top of the depth chart, which explains 
why neither saw much action this past 
spring — neither has anything to prove. 
Buckhalter — a powerful, slashing run- 
ner — finished as the team’s third-leading rusher last sea- 
son with 662 yards on 111 carries (5.96 per carry). He 
racked up four 100-yard rushing games, including a sea- 
son-best 136 in the Big 12 title game despite a sore toe. 
The guy frequently plays hurt. 

Coach's comment: “He's a guy who works really hard 
to try to improve — a very coachable guy and a very smart 
player,” Solich said. “So it’s not surprising to me where 
he’s at.” 


Jon Clanton 

Nose tackle 

6-2, 290, sophomore 
Glendale, Ariz. (Centennial) 

Outlook: Clanton made significant 
headway this spring, capping it with a 
six-tackle performance in the Red-White 
intrasquad scrimmage. He struggled 
some last season, appearing in seven 
games and making just one tackle. But 
he has benefited from a better grasp of the defense. The 
most noticeable thing about Clanton is his speed — he 
runs a 4.83-second 40-yard dash. 

Coach's comment: “Jon really played well in the 
spring game,” Bohl said. “He showed up several times in 
the backfield. He can run very well, and he’s starting to 
better utilize his strength. 


Eric Crouch 
Quarterback 
6-1, 195, junior iO) 


Omaha, Neb. (Millard Nort 

Outlook: Crouch will enter the sea- 
son as a leading candidate for the 
Heisman Trophy and could become the 
early favorite with a big day Sept. 9 at 
Notre Dame on national television. He 
underwent arthroscopic surgery on his 
right shoulder Jan. 7 and didn’t participate in contact drills 
in spring practice. But he is expected to be ready for fall 
camp in August. Last season he racked up 2,158 yards of 
total offense, a school record for a sophomore. 

Coach’s comment: “Eric is a very experienced player, 
so it won't take him long to get back in the groove,” Solich 
said. “The real key is to get him healthy. Then | expect that 
he'll become the player we're used to very quickly.” 


Split end 
6-1, 185, senior 
Tecumseh, Neb. 


Outlook: Considered Nebraska's 
“go-to” receiver, Davison has caught at 
least one pass in 27 of his last 29 
games. He’s tied for fourth on school’s 
career receptions chart with 72 and is 
eighth with 1,067 receiving yards. He 
needs just 11 catches for 131 yards to move into second 
place on both charts behind former Husker and Heisman 
Trophy winner Johnny Rodgers. 

Coach’s comment: “There's something about Matt 
that gives him this edge,” receivers coach Ron Brown 
said. “He's a tremendous competitor, the kind of person 
who challenges himself to get better.” 
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Dahrran Diedrick 
I-back 
6-0, 215, sophomore 
Scarborough, 
Ontario, Canada 
Outlook: Diedrick capped an impres- 
sive spring with a 10-carry, 55-yard per- 
formance in the Red-White Game. He 
was the team’s fourth-leading rusher 
last season with 303 yards and two — 


touchdowns. He's a physical back with enough power to 
get tough inside yards and enough speed to turn the cor- 
ner outside. He said he’s much more comfortable now in 
his knowledge of the offense. 

Coach's comment: "Dahrran has made some tremen- 
dous improvement in his footwork and vision,” Solich said. 
“He is simply playing up to his physical abilities. We feel 
he can run all of the offense we give him and that’s impor- 
tant around here.” 


Toniu Fonoti 

Left guard 

6-4, 330, sophomore 
Hauula, Hawaii (Kahuku) 

Outlook: He was one of three true 
freshmen to play for the Huskers last sea- 
son, joining Taylor Gehman and John 
Garrison. He was just the third true fresh- 
man to earn significant playing time on 
the offensive line, joining center Jake 


Young (1986) and guard Will Shields (1989). He turns 19 
Nov. 26. He recorded 23 pancake blocks last season and 
played his best game against Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl, 
in which he graded higher than any NU lineman. 

Coach’s comment: “He's the total package,” Tenopir 
said. “He's got strength, mobility and football intelligence. 
He just needs to make things second nature and work on 
his footwork." 


John Gibson 
Wingback 

6-0, 185, senior 
Papillion, Neb. 

Outlook: Gibson has been slowed by 
injuries much of his career but now 
appears poised to have his best season. 
He is an outstanding athlete with fine 
speed, athleticism and hands. He missed 
the last two regular-season games last 


season with a sprained ankle. But he appeared in 10 games 
and caught two passes for 19 yards. 

Coach’s comment: “When John is on, catching the 
ball, I'll tell you what, he can make some of the most spec- 
tacular catches in practice you'll ever see,” Brown said. “He 
has long arms and surprising power for a guy as lean as he 
is. He’s got an excellent vertical leap and extension. He has 
what you're looking for in a receiver.” 

DeJuan Groce 
Right cornerback 
5-10, 190, sophomore 
Garfield Heights, Ohio (St. 
Edward) 

Outlook: Groce and Erwin Swiney are 
game last season as Keyuo Craver's 
backup on the left side. On the season, 
Groce recorded at least one tackle in 12 of 13 games. He 
also broke up two passes. He redshirted in 1998 after arriv- 
ing as a touted prep All-American.. 
Coach's comment: “DeJuan is a guy who just quietly 
goes about his business,” Bohl said. “You never see him 


neck-and-neck in the race for the starting 
role, Bohl said. Groce played in every 

make super-flamboyant plays, but he’s very consistent and 
he’s a very heady player.” 
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Clint Finley 
Rover 
6-0, 205, senior 49) 
Cuero, Texas 

Outlook: Finley spent the spring 
alternating between rover and free safe- 
ty — and playing both well, according to 
Bohl. Last season Finley started the first 
eight games at free safety before back- 
ing up Dion Booker in the last five con- 


tests. On the season Finley made 27 tackles (16 solos), had 
one fumble recovery, one interception and three pass 
breakups. He’s earned the reputation as one of the team’s 
most ferocious hitters. 

Coach’s comment: “We really feel he stepped up to 
the plate this spring,” Bohl said. “He's playing with a lot 
of confidence. We're really excited about his progress.” 


John Garrison 
Center 
6-4, 270, sophomore 
Blue Springs, Mo. 

Outlook: After starting the season as 
a rush end, the true freshman moved to 
deep snapper and filled that role all sea- 
son, snapping for PATs, field goals and 
punts. He also saw action as the No. 3 
center behind Dominic Raiola and Matt 


Baldwin, becoming just the fourth true freshman to earn 
playing time on the offensive line. 

Coach's comment: “You could see on tape he was 
very consistent, and that he got it back there with a great 
deal of speed,” Solich said. “So you knew that eventually 
he could play into the system doing that. We didn’t realize 
it would be quite this quickly.” 


Aaron Golliday 

Tight end 

6-4, 270, sophomore Q9) 
York, Neb. 

Outlook: Look for Golliday to contin- 
ue to become a bigger part of the 
offense. He enjoyed marked improve- 
ment as last season progressed and 
saw his playing time increase. He start- 
ed the final four games and made two 


catches for 25 yards in the Fiesta Bowl, including a 13- 
yard touchdown reception. He is expected to share first- 
team duties with Wistrom. 

Coach’s comment: “He has excellent power and 
explosiveness and has soft hands for a big man,” Brown 
said. “And he has quickness. I’m not saying he has great 
speed. But he has quick feet and can get from Point A to 
Point B in a hurry.” 


Dan Hadenfeldt 

Punter 

5-11, 195, senior 

Des Moines, lowa (Valley) 
Outlook: Just a week before the NFL 

combine, Hadenfeldt was granted a sixth 

year of eligibility by the NCAA. Barring a 

drop-off in performance, Hadenfeldt has 

established himself as a likely NFL draft 

pick. He set a school record in 1999 with 


a 44.98-yard average, which ranked fourth nationally and 
second in the Big 12 behind Texas A&M All-America 
Shane Lechler (46.5). The placement of his punts were 
nothing short of incredible as he led the Huskers to a No. 
12 national ranking in net punting (39.4). He placed 26 of 
his 65 punts inside the 20-yard line and 14 inside the 10. 

Coach’s comment: “Dan performed pretty much like 
we expected him to last season, and we're expecting big 
things from him next fall,” Young said. 


Troy Hassebroek 

Wingback 

6-4, 220, sophomore 

Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln High) 
Outlook: Hassebroek, a walk-on, joins 

the rotation at wingback after emerging 

at the end of last season. In the Big 12 

title game — Hassebroek’s first meaning- 

ful action of the season — he unleashed 

a crucial block to spring Crouch on a 31- 


yard TD run. Hassebroek is like a sixth man in basketball 
who comes into the game and brings immediate energy. 

Coach's comment: “Troy gives us another dimen- 
sion,” Brown said. “He's a big-time blocker. We can play 
him out wide or play him in tight. He’s an interesting ath- 
lete and a guy we’re counting on.” 


Loran Kaiser 
Defensive tackle 

6-4, 295, senior 
Farwell, Neb. (St. Paul) 

Outlook: Kaiser missed all but a few 
days of spring ball with a back ailment, 
but it’s not considered serious. Along 
with Vanden Bosch and Carlos Polk, 
Kaiser is expected to carry a significant 
leadership role. He started all 13 games 


last season for a unit that ranked among the national top 
six in every defensive category. In his second year as a 
starter, Kaiser recorded 36 tackles and four sacks. 

Coach’s comment: “More than anything, having a 
seasoned veteran in there like Loran is critical for us,” 
Bohl said. “He, without question, is going to establish 
himself as a leader in the defensive line.” 


Kyle Kolimorgen 
Right tackle 
6-5, 295, junior 
Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Outlook: Kollmorgen made steady 
progress during spring practice and will 
likely fill the roll of swing tackle. He 
apparently is beginning to overcome the 
general lack of mobility and flexibility 
that held him back earlier in his career. ~~ 


His mobility has improved partly because of offseason 
karate lessons. Kollmorgen has earned two letters as a 
backup right tackle. 

Coach’s comment: “Kyle Kollmorgen has improved 
and is playing better than ever before,” Solich said. 


Jammal Lord 

Quarterback 

6-2, 200, freshman 

Bayonne, N.J. - 
Outlook: Lord was impressive, par- 

ticularly running the ball, until he suf- 

fered a knee injury 2 1/2 weeks into 

spring practice. He said in May that he 

had been told he would not need off- 

season surgery to repair the torn poste- 


rior cruciate ligament in his left knee. If surgery is required, 
he would be out of the picture for next season, a potential- 
ly severe blow since Crouch is Nebraska's only other 
scholarship QB. 

Coach‘s comment: “| like the way Jammal carries 
himself with confidence,” quarterbacks coach Turner Gill 
said. “You don't have to say a word — it's just the way you 
go about your business. It's studying tapes on your own 
and working hard on the field. It’s being a leader. And he 
does all those things.” 


Russ Hochstein 

Right guard 

6-4, 290, senior 
Hartington, Neb. 
(Cedar Catholic) 

Outlook: Hochstein was a first-team 
All-Big 12 selection last season by the 
Associated Press and will contend for 
national honors this season. He started 
every game last season after taking over 


as starter at the end of the 1998 campaign. He finished 
second on the team behind Raiola with an average of 11.5 
pancake blocks last year, helping the Huskers finish fourth 


tent guys during spring ball,” Tenopir said. “He will be, in 
my estimation, one of the best guards in the country next 
season. He's just a very solid football player.” 
Chris Kelsay 
Left rush end 
6-5, 270, sophomore 
Auburn, Neb. 
He's probably considered the favorite to 
start on the left side, but he'll have to 
beat out three others — Demoine 
Adams, J.P. Wichmann and Justin Smith 
— in fall camp in order to earn the job. He backed up 
Coach’s comment: “Chris showed good signs last 
year,” Bohl said. “He’s a big guy who can run fast. He 
showed he has the ability to play at a championship level.” 
Jason Lohr 
Nose tackle 
6-2, 280, junior 70) 
Tulsa, Okla. (Jenks) 
Outlook: Lohr has a tough act to fol- 
low. Last season Steve Warren was a 
dominating presence in the middle, pro- 
viding the Huskers with the inside push 
they lacked in 1998. Coaches like Lohr’s 
potential. Last season he played in every 
game and recorded 33 tackles, including four sacks, while 
Coach’s comment: “He had had some shoulder 
surgery, but we were really pleased with his progress this 
spring,” Bohl said. “He really improved his strength level 
and is throwing guys off him and establishing the line of 
scrimmage.” 
TDs. He carried eight times for a career-high 87 yards 
against Tennessee in the Fiesta Bowl, hammering the 
Volunteers with a 47-yard burst up the middle. 
Coach’s comment: "Willie had an excellent spring,” 
Gillespie said. “He really improved on his techniques. He'll 


nationally in rushing. 
Coach’s comment: “Russ was one of the most consis- 
Outlook: He sat out the spring after 

undergoing lower abdominal surgery. 

senior Aaron Wills last season and recorded 16 tackles, a 

sack and four quarterback hurries in 11 games. 

adding 11 quarterback hurries. As a true freshman he made 

seven tackles, including a six-yard sack against Colorado. 

Willie Miller 

Fullback 

6-1, 250, senior 

Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue West) 
Outlook: Miller was used sparingly 

in spring practice as the coaches gave 

younger players an opportunity to prove 

themselves. Miller has already proven 

himself as a tough runner and an 

improving blocker. He played in 10 

games last season, rushing 55 times for 195 yards and two 

certainly be our starter, and we'll expect him to carry a big 

load.” 
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Bobby Newcombe 
Wingback 
6-0, 195, senior 
Albuquerque, N.M. (Highland) 
Outlook: Newcombe dislocated his 
elbow in the Red-White Game, but he is 
expected to recover to full strength long 
before fall camp in August. He could be 
the perfect balancing threat to split end 
Matt Davison. If QB Jammal Lord’s knee 
isn’t healed, however, Newcombe becomes the No. 2 quar- 
terback entering fall camp. He switched from QB to WB 
after the second game last season and caught 19 passes for 
238 yards and three TDs. He also averaged 18.38 yards on 
16 punt returns to rank second nationally. 

Coach's comment: “The doctors said it will require five 
to six weeks to get it ready to start rehabilitation,” Solich 
said. “It’s his left elbow, and he should have no problem in 
getting it to where he'll be able to get a good summer con- 
ditioning program in and be ready for fall camp." 


Ce en 


Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis 

Outlook: Raiola, along with team- 
mate Russ Hochstein, should be consid- 
ered a leading candidate for the 2000 
Outland Trophy. Last season Raiola 
became just the fifth Husker offensive 
lineman and third center to earn first- 
team all-conference recognition as a sophomore. He’s the 
first Husker center to be so honored since Dave Rimington 
in 1980. Last season he produced a school-record average 
of 11.67 pancake blocks. CNNSI.com made him a first-team 
All-American. 

Coach’s comment: “The one position where we might 
be a little thin depth-wise right now is center,” co-offensive 


line coach Young said. “But then, it will take an ax to get 
Raiola out of the game.” 


Jason Schwab 
Right tackle 
6-1, 300, senior 
Eagan, Minn. 

Outlook: Schwab suffered a season- 
ending knee injury in fall drills last sea- 
son. He returns for a sixth season after 
receiving a waiver of the NCAA‘s five- 
year/10-semester rule. A former walk-on, 
Schwab earned a scholarship before the 
start of the 1997 season and spent the year backing up 
standout Eric Anderson. Schwab was NU’s only offensive 
lineman to start every game in 1998 and was third on the 
team in pancake blocks with 79 (6.6 per game). 

Coach's comment: “It's really good to have Schwab 
back,” Tenopir said. “When he’s healthy, he’s as mobile as 
any tackle we've ever had here.” 


Jeremy Sliechta 
Defensive tackle 

6-6, 290, junior 
Papillion-LaVista, Neb. 


Outlook: Slechta was limited to non- 
contact drills during spring practice after 
undergoing reconstructive knee surgery 
in late November. He backed up Kaiser 
last season for the first seven games 
before going down with the knee injury. 

He ended up with 18 tackles, including five for losses. He 
was one of three true freshmen to play in 1998, joining 
Jason Lohr and Keyuo Craver on the defense. 

Coach’s comment: “He feels like he’s a whole lot 
stronger right now,” Bohl said. “He’s always been very ath- 
letic. Before he would slither through blocks, now we're in 
hopes he can overpower some people.” 
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Carlos Polk 
Middle linebacker 
6-2, 250, senior 
Rockford, Ill. (Guilford) 
Outlook: Polk enters his final college 
season as one of the top linebackers in 
the nation, and his performance during 
spring practice did nothing to dispel that 
notion. Last season he ranked second on 
the team in tackles behind Mike Brown 
with 83, including 32 solos. He ranked second in tackles for 
loss and sacks with 12 and seven, respectively. He is the 
defense’s vocal leader, and his enthusiasm is contagious. 
Coach’s comment: “Carlos did an excellent job this 
spring as far as establishing a tempo with our linebackers,” 
Bohl said. “I think he’s really placing himself as a leader of 
our defense. With a 4-3 defense, if you have a dominating 
player in the middle, you're going to have a pretty good 
defense, and while he was in there he was very dominant.” 


Jon Rutherford 
Left guard 

6-3, 300, junior 
Midwest City, Okla. 


Outlook: Rutherford last season 
appeared in every game, backing up oft- 
injured left tackle Adam Julch as well as 
Volk on the right side. Rutherford play 
more downs than any Husker lineman in 
the Fiesta Bow! and also contributed on 
the field-goal and extra-point teams. He will play both 
guard spots this season. 

Coach’s comment: “By having him zero in on guard, 
he has really improved and is one of the most consistent 
linemen we had this spring,” Head coach Frank Solich said. 


SAM linebacker 
6-2, 230, sophomore (a3) 
St. Edward, Neb. 


Outlook: Shanle and Rod Baker face | 
a difficult task in matching the level of | ® 
excellence at the position achieved by 
Tony Ortiz and Brian Shaw, But Shanle 
is an impressive athlete who enjoyed an 
excellent spring. He appeared in 12 
games last season in mostly mopup duty. He came to 
Nebraska in 1998 as a recruited walk-on. 

Coach's comment: “We felt like Scott came into 
spring practice and really established himself,” Bohl! said. 
“He performed consistently well all during the spring. He 
possesses excellent coverage skills and is becoming more 
aggressive. His test results are on par with all the great 
players we've had. All he’s lacking is experience.” 


Justin Smith 
Left rush end 
6-4, 250, sophomore 
Sherman, Texas 
Outlook: Smith missed spring prac- 
tice after undergoing offseason shoulder 
surgery but seems ready to emerge. He 
appeared in 11 games last season and 
tallied 12 tackles, including two sacks. In 
1998 he suffered a slight shoulder sepa- 
ration three days into fall camp and redshirted. One of 
three signees in the 1998 class from Texas, Smith earned 
All-America honors from SuperPrep and was the publica- 
tion’s Southwest Region defensive player of the year. 
Coach’s comment: “He's a strong, physical guy who 
has had to overcome a lot of injuries,” Bohl said. “! would 
say his biggest strength is when people try to knock him 
out of there, he’s able to anchor down the end pretty well.” 


Randy Stella 

WILL linebacker 

6-0, 210, junior 
Omaha, Neb. (Benson) 

Outlook: Stella underwent arthro- 
scopic knee surgery after spring practice 
ended but should be fit and ready for 
fall camp. He appeared in 11 games last 
season and made nine tackles, including 
an 8-yard sack. But he made his biggest 
impact on special teams, downing three punts inside the 
5-yard line and returning 10 kickoffs for 232 yards, includ- 
ing a 50-yarder against Southern Miss. He also blocked 
two punts, and both resulted in scores. 

Coach‘s comment: “He's very athletic,” Bohl said. 
“He battled through some physical pain (in the spring), 
which was encouraging. | thought he improved. He needs 
every repetition he can get. But | think he really has a 
sense of confidence.” 


Wilson Thomas 
Split end 
6-5, 210, sophomore 
Omaha, Neb. (North) 
Outlook: He appeared in every 
game last season and started twice. 
Sometime this coming season, no 
doubt, he will make his first collegiate 
catch. Extremely gifted athletically and 
still developing as a receiver after being 
recruited by most teams as a defensive end. Struggled 
with confidence last season. 
Coach’s comment: “He's really making progress,” 
Brown said. “He could be a guy, if we’re spreading the 
ball around, who we can and should go to.” 


Dave Volk 


Left tackle 6a) 
6-5, 300, junior 68) 
Battle Creek, Neb. 


Outlook: Volk started every game in 
1999 at right tackle but has moved to left 
tackle with Jason Schwab returning 
from a knee injury. Volk recorded a 
career-high and 1999 team-best 20 pan- 
cake (knockdown) blocks against Kansas 
State and also led the team against Missouri with 10 and 
Colorado with 12. He finished third on the team with an 
average of 9.3 pancakes. Fills the left-tackle spot vacated 
by the graduation of Adam Julch. 

Coach’s comment: “Dave is solid, a real intelligent 
kid,” Tenopir said. “He'll compete his tail off.” 


J.P. Wichmann 
Right rush end 
6-4, 230, junior 


Shawnee, Kan (Northwest) 

Outlook: Wichmann appears ready to 
become a major contributor. Last season 
he appeared in six games and recorded 
four tackles, including two sacks. After | 
redshirting in 1997, he saw action in 
three games in 1998. He was named to 
the SuperPrep Midlands team and was a first- team All-Sun 
Country Conference selection after racking up 106 tackles, 
including 25 sacks, as a senior. 

Coach's comment: “J.P. did some good things in the 
running game and showed up in the passing game,” Bohl 
said. “We felt he really began to show solid fundamentals 
against the run.” 


Erwin Swiney 

Right cornerback 

6-0, 185, junior 

Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 

Outlook: Swiney took a medical red- 
shirt last season, sidelined by athletic 
pubalgia (a lower-abdomen injury). He 
started every game at left corner as a 
sophomore in 1998 and now will battle 
Groce for the right-side position vacated 
by Ralph Brown, a fifth-round selection of the New York 
Giants. In 1998 Swiney failed to record an interception but 
had 13 pass breakups, which is tied for third on Nebraska's 
all-time season list. 

Coach’s comment: “We were really pleased with 
Erwin’s progress this spring,” Bohl said. “He showed signs 
of being full speed again. | think it’s always great to have 
healthy competition at a position, and that’s what we have 
at right cornerback.” 


Kyle Vanden Bosch 
Right rush end 
6-4, 270, senior 


Larchwood, lowa (West Lyon) 

Outlook: Vanden Bosch capped an 
outstanding spring by recording three 
sacks in the Red-White intrasquad scrim- 
mage. In addition, his teammates voted 
him “Lifter of the Year” for the second 
straight spring. Playing hurt much of last 
season (ankle injury), Vanden Bosch still was able to record 
37 tackles, including 11 for losses. He had five sacks and 13 
QB hurries. 

Coach’s comment: “He's definitely improved," Bohl 
said. “We feel like he’s really improved his first step — he’s 
getting off the ball quicker than | can ever remember. He's 
using his athleticism and really gaining confidence.” 


Ree os, conor (25) 


Arlington, Texas (Arl.-Lamar) 

Outlook: Walker and Finley finished 
spring practice in a dead-heat for the 
starter’s job. Walker has gained a wealth 
of experience playing nickel back. Last 
season he backed up Brown at rover and 
made 11 tackles, including a season-best 
three against lowa State. He hurt the Cyclones with two 
sacks, both of which caused fumbles. Walker started seven 
games at rover in 1998 when free safety Finley was injured 
and Brown replaced him. 

Coach’s comment: “| think Joe’s becoming more 
physical and getting around the football more,” Bohl said. 
“He's still gaining more and more of an understanding of 
what he’s doing at rover. We're really pleased with his 
progress.” 


Tracey Wistrom 


Tight end 
6-5, 230, junior 
Webb City, Mo. 


Outlook: Wistrom comes off a stellar 
season after which he received consen- 
sus All-Big 12 recognition. He suffered a 
partial tear of his left posterior cruciate 
ligament in a Nov. 29 practice and 
missed both the Big 12 championship 
game and Fiesta Bowl. He showed no signs of the injury 
in spring drills. He entered the spring season roughly 15 
pounds heavier than he was last season. 

Coach‘s comment: “Tracey's a very humble, nice 
individual,” Brown said. “But when he gets on the field, 
he’s tenacious. When he gets in the classroom, he’s tena- 
cious. When he’s in our meeting room, he’s tenacious.” 
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Want to give more during the game? You can find more power, 
speed and agility at TrainingforSport.com. A personalized set 
of drills based upon your current athletic ability can be your 
on-field advantage. It’s simple math. 


QE EE A es 


sey 


< > er 
Fe a Ok Done a 


a ent 


For the first time, the Big 12 Championship 
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Game will be played at Arrowhead Stadium. 


The winners of the North and South will meet Dec. 2, 2000. 


Last season's 
lone loss 
continues 
to be painful 
memory 
for Huskers 
By Mike Babcock 


obby Newcombe 
would rather play 
football than watch it. 
But when he’s not 
playing, Nebraska’s 
senior wingback 
doesn’t mind watch- 
ing a game now and 
then, just like every- 
body else. 

Last season's national champi- 
onship game between Florida State 
and Virginia Tech in the Sugar Bowl 
was an exception, however. Watching 
it “was hard,” Newcombe said. 

“I didn’t like watching it. As a mat- 
ter of fact, | watched maybe a quarter 
or so. 

He had nothing against Florida 
State or Virginia Tech, really. 

“] just felt like we should have been 
there,” he said. 

The Cornhuskers would have been 
in New Orleans playing Florida State 
for the Bowl Championship Series 
national title had it not been for a 24- 
20 loss at Texas in late October. 

Nebraska avenged the loss, 22-6, in 
the Big 12 championship game. But 
the painful recollection of their lone 
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"99 Winners 
Still Strong 


Nebraska’s Frank Solich (left) and Texas’ Mack Brown led their teams to the Big 12 
Championship Game last December in San Antonio. The Huskers defeated the 
Longhorns 22-6. Solich was named the conference coach of the year in his second 
season as head coach. 


loss in 1999 continues to motivate the 
Cornhuskers. “That’s our memory,” 
said senior offensive guard Russ 
Hochstein. “And that’s what we're not 
going to let happen again. 

“That kind of dropped us down a 
notch at the end of the season. Guys 
haven’t forgotten.” 

Nebraska has national champi- 
onship aspirations again this season. 
And in order to play in the national 
title game at the Orange Bow! on Jan. 
3, it will have to repeat as Big 12 cham- 
pion. 

That very well could mean renew- 
ing its budding rivalry with Texas in 
the conference playoff at Arrowhead 
Stadium in Kansas City on Dee. 2. 
With the Big 12’s two-on-two-off inter- 
divisional schedule, the Cornhuskers 
and Longhorns won't play each other 


during the regular season. 

Texas might not be a national 
championship contender, but it looks 
like a solid favorite in the Big 12 South. 
Nine starters return on defense, 
including tackles Shaun Rogers and 
Casey Hampton, and like Nebraska, 
the Longhorns have an imposing line 
to clear the way on offense. 

They also have Hodges Mitchell, 
who rushed for 1,343 yards last sea- 
son. 

And an all-conference quarterback, 
and conference offensive player of the 
year, in Major Applewhite, who, like 
Nebraska’s Eric Crouch, missed spring 
practice. While Applewhite recovered 
from knee surgery, much-heralded 
Chris Simms displayed his consider- 
able talents. 

Crouch, Applewhite and Josh 


“Being Big 12 champions was nice... 
but to know that we were what, four 

points from playing Florida State? We 
still sit around and talk.” 


— Nebraska wingback Bobby Newcombe 


Heupel, whose strong left arm will 
make Oklahoma a threat in the South 
Division, figure to be the top con- 
tenders for first-team all-conference 
honors. 

About the only thing Texas lacks is 
proven wide receivers. 

Oklahoma has a year’s experience 
under Coach Bobby Stoops and ina 
system that led the conference in total 
offense and finished second in scoring 


offense, behind Kansas State. 

What the Sooners don’t have is 
Mike Leach, who installed that system 
as Stoops’ offensive coordinator. 
Leach is now installing that system at 
Texas Tech, as the head coach. 

He’s the Big 12’s only new head 
coach, in a year of little turnover. 

Even though Oklahoma has to play 
at Texas A&M, the Sooners get the 
nod for second in the South. 


While Texas is trying to hold off 
Oklahoma, Texas A&M and possibly 
Texas Tech to get to Kansas City, 
Nebraska will be challenged by 
Kansas State and Colorado in the 
North Division. 

Kansas State, which plays the 
Cornhuskers in Manhattan, has a 
strong defense, an experienced quar- 
terback in Jonathan Beasley, an out- 
standing wide receiver in Quincey 
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Morgan and an exceptional kick 
returner in David Allen. The Wildcats 
do, however, need to muster a running 
attack. 

Nebraska certainly won’t overlook 
Kansas State, or any other opponent, 
according to senior defensive tackle 
Loran Kaiser, who hasn’t been averse 
to talking about the national champi- 
onship. 

“The only way it could be a nega- 
tive is if so many players are talking 
about it and then they get other play- 
ers thinking: ‘We’re this good. All we 
have to do is show up,’ “ he said. 

Crouch also talked about the 
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national championship prior to the 
start of spring practice. 

“Sometimes you shy away from it 
because you don’t want to seem too 
confident, in case something would go 
wrong,” he said. “In other words, 
you've got to believe in yourself and 
your team, that you're going to be 
there because a lot of times, things 
happen because you believe. 

“You have to have that confidence 
and that willingness to get somewhere 
you want to be. 

“T know that we were four points 
away from playing in that national 
championship game. You can look at it 


After losing to the Longhorns 24-20 in 
the regular-season meeting in Austin on 
Oct. 23, Nebraska came back with a 
vengeance in the Big 12 Championship 
game Dec. 4. The Blackshirt defense 
came after Texas quarterback Major 
Applewhite from every angle, sacking 
him seven times in a 22-6 victory. 


that way. Or you can look at it maybe 
as one or two fumbles away from 
playing in the national championship 
game. But I know this year we’re 
going to have a better team.” 

The Cornhuskers have to reload a 
defense from which six players who 
started the Fiesta Bowl game are gone. 
But everywhere else, they appear to be 
solid, and experienced. 

“We're going to set high goals,” 
said Crouch. “We had goals that were 
set high last year, and we feel like 
we've got the type of team that’s ready 
to compete for the national champi- 
onship.” 


Scott Bruhn 


The victory against defending 
national champion Tennessee in the 
Fiesta Bowl game has set the tone. “I 
think that says a lot about your pro- 
gram and the type of year that you 
could possibly have in the future,” 
Crouch said. “We lose a few guys on 
defense. But we've never had a prob- 
lem (with that). 

“They’ve (coaches) always rotated 
guys in that have played a lot, so it’s 
never a case where you're throwing a 
guy in there that’s totally new and 
hasn't been on the field yet.” 

There has been talk that Nebraska 
might be ranked No. 1 in some pre- 
season polls, recognition that Coach 
Frank Solich claims the Cornhuskers 
probably could do without. 

Not surprisingly, his vote would go 
to Florida State and Virginia Tech as 
the No. 1 and No. 2 teams because 
they played in the national champi- 
onship game. Virginia Tech finished 
second in the Associated Press poll 
and third in the USA Today/ESPN 


Don’t Forget 
the ‘Cats 


Coach Bill Snyder's Kansas 
State Wildcats have won 33 
games the last three seasons 
and return 19 starters from last 
year’s 11-1 team that defeated 
Washington 24-21 in the 
Holiday Bowl and finished No. 
6 in the final polls. 


Associated Press 


TEAM PTS PVS 
1. Florida St (70) (12-0) 1,750 1 
2. Virginia Tech (11-1) 1,647 2 
3. Nebraska (12-1) 1,634 3 
4. Wisconsin (10-2) 1,519 4 
5. Michigan (10-2) 1,406 8 
6. Kansas St (11-1) 1,402 7 
7. Michigan St (10-2) 1,357 9 
8. Alabama (10-3) 1,236 5 
9. Tennessee (9-3) 1,168 6 
10. Marshall (13-0) 1,136 11 
11. Penn St (10-3) 1,038 13 


12. Florida (9-4) 941 10 


13. Mississippi St (10-2) 923 15 
14. So Mississippi (9-3) 788 16 
15. Miami Fla (9-4) 678 23 
16. Georgia (8-4) 640 21 
17. Arkansas (8-4) 575 24 
18. Minnesota (8-4) 452 12 
19. Oregon (9-3) 358 NR 
20. Georgia Tech (8-4) 345 17 
21. Texas (9-5) 340 14 
22. Mississippi (8-4) 281 NR 
23. Texas A&M (8-4) 272 «#18 
24. Illinois (8-4) 201 NR 
25. Purdue (7-5) 198 19 


coaches’ poll. 

The Cornhuskers were second in 
the coaches’ poll and third in the AP 
poll. 

“Certainly, if you look at returning 
players, we've got a very good 
group,” said Solich. 

“T don’t know what Florida State’s 
got returning, but they won it all, so 
the guys that are returning have got to 
feel that they can get it done again. 
And you look at Virginia Tech offen- 
sively ... they’ve got almost every- 
body back. So how that will work out 
and how we'll fit in, I don’t know.” 

Even without the additional bur- 
den of a No. 1 pre-season ranking, 
Nebraska is bound to be well-posi- 
tioned in the polls to make a run at the 
national championship. 


Final 1999 Ratings 


USA Today/ESPN 
TEAM PTS PVS 
1, Florida St (59) (12-0) 1,475 1 
2. Nebraska (12-1) 1,390 3 
3. Virginia Tech (11-1) 1,366 2 
4. Wisconsin (10-2) 1,283 4 
5, Michigan (10-2) 1,189 8 
6. Kansas St (11-1) 1,188 7 
7. Michigan St (10-2) 1,117. 9 
8. Alabama (10-3) 1,042 6 
9. Tennessee (9-3) 985 5 
10. Marshall (13-0) 956 11 
11. Penn St (10-3) 840 17 
12. Mississippi St (10-2) 810 16 
13. So Mississippi (9-3) 763 14 
14. Florida (9-4) 713 10 
15. Miami Fla (9-4) 605 23 
16. Georgia (8-4) 505 24 
17. Minnesota (8-4) 395 12 
18. Oregon (9-3) 375 NR 
19. Arkansas (8-4) 357 NR 
20. Texas A&M (8-4) 344 13 
21. Georgia Tech (8-4) 337 15 
22. Mississippi (8-4) 231 NR 
23. Texas (9-5) 173 18 
24. Stanford (8-4) 155 21 
25. Illinois (8-4) 139 NR 


So if the Cornhuskers are successful 
in the conference, they’ll be serious 
contenders. “I know that there are 
teams in our conference that expect to 
be great next year,” Solich said. “So 
you could probably pick three or four 
and what order you would want to 
put them in, I don’t know. 

“But we should have the makeup 
of a good football team.” 

The Cornhuskers were a very good 
team last season. But their goal was 
higher. 

The loss to Texas “hurt,” said 
Newcombe. “Being Big 12 champions 
was nice . . . but to know that we were 
what, four points from playing Florida 
State? We still sit around and talk. 

“The way we played Tennessee, we 
would have beaten anybody.” 
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Big 12 Championship Game 
FINAL STANDINGS 


CONFERENCE OVERALL Alamo Bowl 

w -&. Pe PF PA EW ot 6PCG #UCOPF OPA Penn State 24, Texas A&M 0 
North Division Holiday Bowl 
Nebraska 7 1 .875 282 124 12 1 .923 442 171 Kansas State 24, Washington 20 
Kansas State 7 1 875 313 137 11 1 916 461 164 = 
Colorado S.. 'S 625 242 146 7 5 ‘583 405 311 Insight.com apt ; 
Kansas 3 § 2375 170 242 ye ‘417 294 «354 Colorado 62, Boston College 28 
lowa State 1 7 4125: 473!» (255 4 7 364 247 272 Independence Bowl 
Missouri 1 7 125 118 292 A 7 364 224 371 Mississippi 27, Oklahoma 25 
South Division 
Texas . 2 750 293 151 9 5 642 450 295 Cotton Bowl 
Texas A&M 5 3 62 199 172 | 8 4 667 318 232 Arkansas 27, Texas 6 
Oklahoma 5 3 625 284 147 7 5 -636 430 229 Fiesta Bowl 
Texas Tech 5 3 -625 188 213 6 5 45. 253: 282 Nebraska 31, Tennessee 21 
Oklahoma State 3 5 375 186 229 5 6 455 267 274 
Baylor 0 8 .000 347 1 10 091 137 414 


TEAM STATISTICS 
| CRUSHING OFFENSE _| 


G ATT YDS AVG TD YPG G ATT YDS AVG TD YPG 
1. Nebraska 12 633 3191 5.0 37 265.9 1. Nebraska 12 428 925 2.2 6 77.1 
2. lowa State 11 486 2205 4.5 23 200.5 2. Texas 13 502 1374 2.7 17 105.7 
3. Kansas State 11 526 2032 3.9 31 184.7 3. Kansas State 11 378 1221 3.2 13 111.0 
4. Kansas 12 512 2053 4.0 23 171.1 4. Oklahoma St. 11 376 1242 3.3 16 112.9 
5. Missouri 11 507 =‘ 1762 3.5 12 160.2 5. Texas A&M 11 403. 1257 3.1 12 114.3 
6. Oklahoma St. 11 505 1695 3.4 14 154.1 6. Oklahoma 11 425 1377 3.2 6 125.2 
7. Colorado 11 454 1663 3.7 18 151.2 7. Texas Tech 11 448 1598 3.6 20 145.3 
8. Texas Tech 11 466 1644 3.5 7 149.5 8. Kansas 12 479 1803 3.8 21 150.3 
9. Texas A&M 11 467 1602 3.4 19 145.6 9. Missouri 11 416 1686 4.1 24 153.3 
10. Texas 13 470 1756 3.7 27 135.1 bs Colorado 11 423 1887 4.5 17 171.5 
11. Baylor 11 385 1207 3.1 8 109.7 . lowa State 11 460 2233 4.9 22 203.0 
12. Oklahoma 11 296 1160 3.9 18 105.5 12. Baylor 11 552 92417 4.4 31 219.7 
G AT CPIN PCT YDS YPA TD YPG G ATT CMP YDS INT PTS 
1. OU 11 512 319 15 62.3 3539 69 31 321.7 1. Kansas State 11 315 118 1364 21) 65.7 
2. UT 13. 504 290 10 57.5 3580 7.1 23 275.3 2. Nebraska 12 388 165 2102 11 18 88.1 
3. CU 11 389 233 15 59.9 3011 7.7 19 273.7 3. Texas 13 374 166 2353 11 10 101.6 
4. A&M 1 327 163 12 49.8 2513 7.7 15 228.5 4. Texas A&M 11 363 203 2053 12 17 105.0 
5. KSU 11 256 116 9 453 2090 82 14 190.0 5. Colorado 11 316 155 1937 16 14 108.4 
6. MU 11 340 15915 468 1955 58 15 177.7 6. Oklahoma St. 11 307 145 2031 14 13 109.4 
7. TT 11 270 130 12 48.1 1929 7.1 13 175.4 7. Texas Tech 1 332 179 «2142 8 11 109.4 
8. ISU 11 254 137 13 53.9 1914 7.5 10 174.0 8. lowa State 11 274 149 1636 10 7 111.5 
9. KU 12 316 16410 519 1939 6.1 14 161.6 9. Oklahoma 11 349 174 2411 17 16 114.8 
10. OSU 11 275 145 17 52.7 1751 64 13 159.2 10. Missouri 11 294 160 2167 16 «#10 127.5 
11. NU 12 184 94 5 51.1 1515 8,2 9 126.3 11. Baylor 11 321 195 2231 17 9 131.0 
12. BAY 11 265 12213 46.0 1323 50 4 120.3 12. Kansas 12 339 194 2801 18 10 138.3 
GPLYS YDS AVG TD YPG GPLYS YDS AVG TD YPG 
1. Oklahoma 11 «808 «64699 5.8 49 427.18 1. Kansas State 11 693 2585 3.7 18 235.0 
2. Colorado 11 843 4674 5.5 37 424.91 2. Nebraska 12 816 3027 3.7 17 252.3 
3. Texas 13 974 5336 5.5 50 410.46 3. Texas 13 876 3727 4.3 28 286.7 
4. Nebraska 12 817) 44706 §=58 46 392.17 4. Oklahoma St. 11 683 3273 4.8 30 297.5 
5. Kansas State 11 782 4122 5.3 45 374.73 5. Texas A&M 11 766 3310 4.3 24 300.9 
6. lowa State 170-740-4119 56 33 374.45 6. Texas Tech 11 780 3740 48 28 340.0 
7. Texas A&M 11 794 4115 5.2 34 374.09 7. Oklahoma 1 774 3788 4.9 23 344.4 
8. Missouri 11 8473717 4.4 27 337.91 8. Colorado 11 739 3824 5.2 33 347.6 
9. Kansas 12 828 3992 4.8 37 =. 332.67 9. Missouri 11 710 3853 5.4 40 350.3 
10. Texas Tech 11 736 3573 4.9 30 324.82 10. lowa State 11 734 3869 5.3 32 351.7 
11. Oklahoma St. Us 780 3446 4.4 27 313.27 11. Kansas 12 818 4604 5.6 39 383.7 
12. Baylor 650 2530 3.9 12 230.00 12. Baylor 11 873 4648 5.3 48 422.5 
PEACE | SSC SCORING DEFENSE _| 
GPTS AVG TD K P K P FGSAF G PTS AVG TD KXP OXP FG SF 
1. KSU 11 433 39.4 54 48 0 0 0 19 2 1. NU 12 150 12.5 19 14 1 6 1 
2. OU 11 405 368 53 50 1 0: 1] 1 2. KSU 1 144 13.1 19 7 1 3 1 
3. NU 12' 411, 343 52 47 2 © 0 14 | 3. OU 11. 202 18.4 24 19 3 11 0 
4. UT 13 444 342 55 50 1 0 1 20 0 4. A&M 11. +208 18.9 25 23 0 11 0 
53 j CU 11 343 312 42 37 2 0 O 16 1 5. UT 13 +268 20.6 32 24 3 14 2 
6 A&M 11 318 289 39 36 0 0 0 16 0 6. ISU 11. 272 24.7 36 35 0 7 0 
7. KU 12 294 245 39 31 2 00 7 2 7. OSU 11 274 «#249 35 31 0 11 0 
8. OSU 11 267 243 33 32 #1 0 oO 11 1 S. TT 11 282 25.6 34 31 1 15 0 
S.. TE 19. 252 °28.0: 33° :30 <2: a ‘0 7 0 9. CU 11 283 25.7 35 28 2 13 1 
10. ISU 11. 247 225 $3'.28 0 0 0 7 0 10. KU 12 354 29.5 45 40 1 14 0 
11. MU 11 224 204 28 25 #1 0 Oo 9 1 11. MU 11 #371 33.7 50 44 1 7 2 
12. BAY 11 137 #125 1614 0 0 0 9 0 12. BAY 117 (414 37.6 52 49 1 17 0 
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INDIVIDUAL LEADERS 
i RUSNING ee 


Player, School, Class G ATT YDS AVG TD YPG Player, School, Class G cr vos TD YPG cPG YPC 
1. Darren Davis, |SU, Sr 11 «287 =: 1388 48 14 126.18 1. Quincy Morgan, KSU, Jr 11 42 = «+1007 i] 91,55 3.82 23.98 
2. Hodges Mitchell, UT, Jr. 13° «255 = 1346 5.3 9 103.54 2. Kwame Cavil, UT, Jr. 13 100 1188 6 91,38 7.69 11.88 
3. Cortlen Johnson, CU, So. 10 «172 835 49 8 83.50 3. Brandon Daniels,OU,Sr. 10 51 605 4 60.50 5.10 11.86 
4. Eric Crouch, NU, So. 12 180 889 4.9 16 74.08 4. Javon Green, CU, Jr. 1140 663 7 60.27 3.64 16.58 
5. DeVaughn Black, MU, Sr 10 169 740 4.4 2 74.00 5. Marcus Stiggers, CU, Sr. 11 37) ~=—-625 4 56.82 3.36 16.89 
6. Dan Alexander, NU, Jr. 12 134 865 6.5 8 72.08 6. Travis Garvin, MU, Fr. 11 «36 608 2 55.27 3.27 16.89 
7. Zain Gilmore, MU, So. 11 188 764 41 6 69.45 7. Chris Taylor, A&M, Jr. 11 33 = «591 4 53.73 3.00 17.91 
8. Joe Hall, KSU, Jr. 9 121 613 5.1 6 68.11 8. Jarrail Jackson, OU, Sr. 11 44 = = 583 6 53.00 4.00 13.25 
9. Shaud Williams, TT, Fr. 10 «112 658 5.9 7 65.80 9. Aaron Lockett, KSU, So. 7 33 631 3 48,27 3.00 16.09 

10. Darrell Bush, BAY, Jr. W 162 681 4.2 2 61.91 10. Bethal Johnson, A&M, Fr. 11 27 514 3 46.73 2.45 19.04 

11. Correll Buckhalter, NU, Jr "1 111 662 6.0 6 60.18 11. Ryan Nunez, UT, Sr. 13 «456 600 3 46.15 4.31 10.71 

12. Sammy Morris, TT, Sr. 10 140 562 4.0 2 56.20 12. Ethan Howell, OU, Jr. 1 32 «= «496 3 45.09 2.91 15.50 

(Min. Five Attempts Per Game) RATING RUSH PASS TOTAL 

Player, School, Class G AT CP PCT I YDS TD PTS Player, School, Class G AT YDS AT YDS YDS YPG 
1. Mike Moschetti, CU, Jr. 10 331 204 61.63 12 2693 18 140.7 1. Josh Heupel, OU, Jr. 11 47 -98 500 3460 3362 305.64 
2. Kliff Kingsbury, TT, Fr. 10 #57 25 43.86 1 492 4 136.0 2. Mike Moschetti, CU, Sr, 10 85 125 331 2693 2818 281.80 
3. Jonathan Beasley, KSU,Jr. 11 203 90 4433 7 1805 14 134.9 3. Major Applewhite, UT, So. 13 51 4146 467 3349 3203 246.38 
4. Josh Heupel, OU, Jr. 11 500 310 62.00 15 3460 30 133.9 4, Randy McCown, A&\M, Sr. 11 80 57 295 2374 2431 221.00 
5. Major Applewhite, UT,So. 13 467 271 58.03 9 3349 21 129.3 5. Jonathan Beasley, KSU, Jr 11 105 227 203 1805 2032 184.73 
6. Randy McCown, A&M, Sr. 11 295 152 51.53 10 2374 14 128.0 6. Sage Rosenfels, |SU, Jr. 17 82 «6.221 «©6235 61781 2002 182.00 
7. Eric Crouch, NU, So. 12 160 83 51.88 4 1269 7 127.9 7. Eric Crouch, NU, So. 12 180 889 160 1269 2158 179.83 
8. B.J. Tiger, OSU, So. 11=6«4111”—~«CO«d6ssd54.95 4 785 6 125.0 8. Rob Peters, TT, Sr 10 68 23 211 1437 1460 146,00 
9. Sage Rosenfels, |SU, Jr. 11 235 127 54.04 11 1781 10 122.4 9. Dylen Smith, KU, Fr. 12 97 #151 263 1599 1750 145.83 

10. Dylen Smith, KU, Fr 12 263 135 51.33 7 1599 12 112.1 10. Darren Davis, !SU, Sr 11 287 388 1 27 «+1415 ~=—(:128.64 

11. Rob Peters, TT, Sr 10 211 105 49.76 11 1437 9 1106 11. Jim Dougherty, MU, So. 11 49 & 219 1304 1296 117,82 

12. Jim Dougherty, MU, So. 11219 109 49.77 7 1304 4 99.4 12. Jermaine Alfred, BAY, Sr 11 66 29 228 1230 1259 114.45 

RECEPTIONS PER GAME ———_—_—_ Sonne: 

Player, School, Class G cr vos TD CPG vPc Player, School, Class G TD xP FG PTS PTPG 
1. Kwame Cavil, UT, Jr. 13 100 +1188 6 7.69 11,88 1. Jamie Rheem, KSU, Jr. 10 0 41 18 «95 9.50 

2. Brandon Daniels, OU, Sr. 10 51 605 4 5.10 11.86 2. Darren Davis, ISU, Sr. 11 16 0 0 96 8.73 

3. Ryan Nunez, UT, Sr. 13 56 600 3 4.31 10.71 3. Eric Crouch, NU, So. 12 17 0 0 102 8.50 

4. Jarrail Jackson, OU, Sr 11 44 583 6 4.00 13.25 4. Kris Stockton, UT, Jr. 13 0 47 20 107 8.23 

5. Quincy Morgan, KSU, Jr. 11 42 1007 9 3.82 23.98 5. Tim Dunean, OU, Fr. 11 1 49 11 88 8.00 

6. Javon Green, CU, Jr. 1 40 8663 7 3.64 16.58 6. Jeremy Aldrich, CU, Sr VW 0 36 16 «84 7.64 

7. Marcus Stiggers, CU, Sr. 11 37. 625 4 3.36 16.89 7. Terence Kitchens, A&M, Jr. 10 0 30 15 75 7.50 

7. Chris Anthony, ISU, Jr. 11 37 432 1 3.36 11.68 8. Josh Brown, NU, Fr 12 0 46 14 88 7.33 

9. Travis Garvin, MU, Fr. 11 36 608 2 3.27 16.89 9. Ja'Mar Toombs, A&M, So. 7 10 0 0 60 5.45 

10, Michael Chandler, KU, Sr 12 36 473 4 3.00 13.14 10. David Alten, KSU, Jr. 10 9 0 0 54 5.40 

10. Chris Taylor, A&M, Jr. 11 33 4591 4 3.00 17.91 11. Tim Sydnes, OSU, Sr. WV 0 28 10 «58 5.27 

12, Aaron Lockett, KSU, So. 11 33931 3 3.00 16.09 12, Brad Hammerich, MU, Sp. 10 0 25 9 §2 5.20 


ALL-PURPOSE RUNNERS 


Player, School, Class G RUN REC PR KO YDS YPG Player, School, Class G NO yps TD IPG 
1. Darren Davis, |SU, Sr. 11. (1388 160 0 43 1591 144.64 1. Julian Jones, MU, Jr 11 6 19 0 55 
2. Hodges Mitchell, UT, Jr 13 1346 343 39 99 1827 140.54 2. Michael Jameson, A&N, Jr 11 5 151 3 45 
3. Brandon Daniels, OU, Sr. 10 39 «605 0 508 1152 115.20 2. Lamar Chapman, KSU, Sr. in) 5 117 1 45 
4, Jamaal Fobbs, OSU, Jr. 11 «558 #8172 0 533 1263 114.82 2. Ben Kelly, CU, Jr. VW 5 49 0 A5 
5. Jarrail Jackson, OU, Sr. 11 2 583 315 224 1120 101.82 2. Dyshod Carter, KSU, Jr. WW 5 19 1 45 
6. Cortlen Johnson, CU, So. 10 835 149 0 0 984 98.40 6. Mike Brown, NU, Sr. 12 5 40 0 42 
7. J.J. Moses, ISU, Jr 11. «1200 «296 )«=—148 496 1060 96,36 7. Damon Wheeler, CU, Sr 1 4 40 1 36 
8. Quincy Morgan, KSU, Jr a 0 1007 0 44 1051 95.55 7. Rodney Rideau, OU, Sr. 17 4 22 0 36 
9. Sammy Morris, TT, Sr. 10 562 386 0 0 948 94.80 7. Jason Webster, A&M, Sr. VW 4 14 0 36 
10. David Allen, KSU, Jr. 10 364 40 390 149 943 94.30 10. J.B. Flowers, OSU, Sr. 9 3 31 0 .33 
11.Kwame Cavil, UT, Jr. 13 -2 1188 0 0 1186 =91.23 11. Alvin Porter, OSU, Jr. 10 3 32 0 .30 
12.Eric Hickson, OSU, Sr. 1 82 243 591 60 976 88.73 12. Four tied with .27 


1999 FIRST-TEAM ALL-BIG 12 FOOTBALL SPECIALTY HONORS 


(Selections were unanimous Big 12 Coaches and Associated Press unless noted /2000 returners in bold/1999 classification shown) 


Coach of the Vear 
OFFENSE DEFENSE Frank Solich, 
Kwame Cavil, Jr., Texas DE Darren Howard, Sr., Kansas State Nebraska 
Quincy Morgan, Jr., Kansas State DE Justin Smith, So., Missouri Offensive 


Player of the Year 
Tracey Wistrom, So., Nebraska IL Steve Warren, Sr., Nebraska Major Applewhite” Texas 


Rob Riti, Sr., Missouri IL Casey Hampton, Jr., Texas Eric Crouch, Nebraska (C, tie) 
Roger Roesler, Sr., Texas IL Shaun Rogers, Jr., Texas (C) Defensive 

Brad Bedell, Sr., Colorado (AP) LB Mark Simoneau, Sr., Kansas St. Player of the Year 
Russ Hochstein, Jr, Nebraska (AP) LB Carlos Polk, Jr., Nebraska Mark Simoneau, Kansas St. 


fensive 
Stocker McDougle, Sr., Oklahoma (AP) LB Rocky Calmus, So., Oklahoma (AP) Newcomer ofthe Vear 


Randall Cummins, Jr., Kansas St. (C) | LB Jashon Sykes, So., Colorado (AP) Josh Heupel, Oklahoma 
Ryan Johanningmeier, Sr., Colorado (C) | DB Ralph Brown, Sr., Nebraska Defensive 

ew 2 : Newcomer of the Year 
Dominic Raiola, So. Nebraska (C) Mike Brown, Sr., Nebraska Carl Nesmith, Kansas (AP) 
Major Applewhite, So., Texas Lamar Chapman, Sr., Kansas St. Mario Fatafehi, Kansas St. (C) 
Eric Crouch, So., Nebraska (C, tie) Ben Kelly, Jr., Colorado Offensive 
Hodges Mitchell, Jr., Texas Carl Nesmith, Kansas (C) Freshman of the Year 

. Shaud Williams, Texas Tech (C) 

Darren Davis, Sr., lowa State Shane Lechler, Sr., Texas A&M Defensive 
Jamie Rheem, Jr., Kansas State David Allen, Jr., Kansas St. Freshman of the Year 


Ben Kelly, Jr., Colorado Cory Redding, Texas (C) 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 75 


Colorado lowa State 


Ohio 
UNLV 


Colo. St.** 
@ USC 
Washington @ lowa 
@ Baylor 
Nebraska 
@ Oklahoma St. 
Texas A&M 


Kansas St. 
@ Texas A&M 
Texas 
@ Kansas 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Missouri 


Missouri 
@ Kansas St. 
lowa St. @ Colorado 

Kansas 


Teh Varz-  @ Nebraska***** 


i AS 


Baylor Oklahoma 


UTEP 

Arkansas St. 

Minnesota 
South Florida Rice 
lowa St. Kansas 
@ Texas Tech 

Texas A&M 

@ Nebraska 


@ Texas 


Texas**** 


@ Kansas St. 


Nebraska 
@ Baylor 
@ Texas A&M 


Oklahoma 


Missouri 


@ Oklahoma St. Texas Tech 


@ Oklahoma St. 


***Thursday, Aug. 31 


*Eddie Robinson Classic 
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** Denver, Colo. 


Oklahoma State 


So. Mississippi 


@ Texas Tech 


Missouri 


W. Illinois 
@ Clemson 

Ball St. 
North Texas 
@ Colorado 


Michigan St. 


So, Illinois 
@ Oklahoma @ Nebraska 
@ Kansas Oklahoma St. 


Oklahoma 


Kansas St. 
@ Missouri Kansas 
@ Texas 


@ lowa St. 


Texas Tech 


@ Texas A&M 


Colorado 
Texas Tech 
@ Nebraska Colorado 
@ Baylor 


Kansas St. 


lowa St. 


Texas Nebraska 


@ lowa St. @ Missouri 


12 SCHEDULES 


Texas Texas A&M 


@ Notre Dame 


@ Tulsa 
SW Texas 


La.-Lafayette 
@ Stanford 


Wyoming 
UTEP 
Houston 

Oklahoma St. 


@ Texas Texas Tech 


@ Missouri Oklahoma**** 


@ Colorado 


Colorado 


@ Baylor 
@ lowa St. 


lowa St. 
Missouri 
Kansas St. 
@ Oklahoma St. 
Oklahoma 


@ Colorado 
Texas A&M 


Baylor 
@ Texas Tech 
@ Kansas 
Baylor 


@ Texas A&M***** = Texas***** 


*****Briday, Nov. 24 


Oklahoma 


****Cotton Bow! ¢ Dallas, Texas 


San Jose St. 
@ Notre Dame 


lowa 
Missouri 
@ lowa St. 
@ Texas Tech 
Baylor 
@ Oklahoma 
Kansas 


@ Kansas St. 


Colorado***** 


<> 
& 


Texas Tech 


Utah St. 
North Texas 


La.-Lafayette 


@ Texas A&M 
Baylor 
Nebraska 
@ Kansas St. 
@ Kansas 
Texas 
Oklahoma St. 
@ Oklahoma 
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“We Shared The Dream” 
25 -1/2" x 40" w/ mats (25-1/2” x 40”) 


“Foundation 2 Victory” & 


“Commitment To Excellence” $85/ea. 
Double Matted Prints (22-5/8" x 30”) 


“Husker House” $85 
Double Matted Print (18” x 23-3/4") 


“Husker Collage” (17-1/2” x 18-1/2") $80 
Prints may also be purchased individually 
Request a brochure for sizes and prices 


“The Prayer” $40 
Double Matted Print (18” x 19”) $75 Framed 
College World Series Note Cards $12 


Mini Matted Prints (10-1/2” x 12-1/2") $20/ea. 


“The Battle” and “Victorious” $40/ea. 
Double Matted Prints (15” x 18-5/8") $85 Framed 


(Prints 1, 4 and 7 created for Osborne and Solich’s office.) 


Packaging and Postage: Prices vary with artwork selected + 4.3% sales tax for Colorado residents. 


LINDA STYCH * 13660 RAMPART DRIVE * CONIFER, CO 8045 * 303-816-4848 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


RBOOK 
2000 FOOTBALL YEARHOST, | 


Follow the Huskers’ quest for another national championship 
with Huskers Illustrated ... You'll get game coverage and 
commentary by veteran writer Mike Babcock and bright color 
photos from photograper Scott Bruhn ... Nebraska football 
and so much more ... Follow the Husker sports scene with 
Huskers Illustrated ... Beginning this fall, print subscribers 
will be able to access magazine content on our weh site... 
And, also, coming this fall, the cartoons of Paul Fell. 


WOT PICASH||[S94SHH MMM 


Husker Collectibles 


9" Nebraska Santa 
$39.98 


9" Lil’ Red 
Mascot 
$39.98 
Also available, 
¢ Nebraska outdoor flags 
e Stone coasters 
Coming in August... 
* Limited edtion glass and 
resin Husker ornaments 
e 15" Year 2000 Santa 
¢ Memorial Stadium in a 
musical waterdome. 


Shop our web: www. fourstargifts.com 
for the latest in Husker collectibles. 


Four Star Card & Gift Gallery 
5500 Old Cheney Rd. Suite 24 
Lincoln, NE 


800-782-7490 


Patrick E. Clare, M.D. Robert W. Dugas, M.D. 
William F. Garvin, M.D. David P. Heiser, M.D. 
Thomas M. Heiser, M.D. Daniel R. Ripa, M.D. 
Scott E. Strasburger, M.D. David J. Clare, M.D. 


6940 Van Dorn, Suite 201 
Lincoln, NE 68506 
(402) 488-3322 
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The Blues 
are good 


lor you. 


The latest innovations in 
health insurance; the greatest 
. tradition of service. Even 
coverage that travels with you. 
Maybe that’s why one in three 


Nebraskans choose the Blues. 


Call 1-800-622-2763 
toll-free 24 hours a day. 
www.bebsne.com - 


- ‘ i 
hy Ras thee ™ 


— aa BlueCross BlueShield 
WW of Nebraska 


An independent licensee of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. 
www.bebsne.com 


Statistics available from Blue Cross.and Blue Shield of Nebraska. 


SOMETIMES THE PLAYERS WHO AREN'T INCLUDED as well as those who are 
reflect the quality of an all-conference team. And that’s the case with the Huskers 
Illustrated 2000 All-Big 12 team. 

Deserving players were passed over because of the conference’s depth at their 
positions. 

At quarterback, for example, Nebraska’s Eric Crouch gets the nod over Texas’ 
Major Applewhite, even though the two shared the coaches’ all-conference first team 
a year ago. 

Both were limited during spring practice because of surgeries, Applewhite’s for a 
knee injury, Crouch’s on his right shoulder. The edge goes to Crouch, in part, 
because Nebraska may depend more on him than Texas does on Applewhite, who 
might share time with sophomore Chris Simms. 

A case could also be made for Oklahoma’s Josh Heupel and Kansas State’s 
Jonathan Beasley. 

Heupel led the conference and ranked ninth in the nation in total offense, throw- 
ing for 3,460 yards and 30 touchdowns, while Beasley ranked second in the nation in 
yards-per-completion. 

The Cornhuskers, who are favorites to repeat as conference champions, have the 
most first-team selections, with seven of the 26. Kansas State has five. And Texas has 
four, including two of the team’s four defensive linemen, Casey Hampton and 
Shaun Rogers. 

Hampton and Rogers were both on the coaches’ first team last season. 

Hampton also was on the Associated Press All-America first team. He’s the con- 
ference’s only AP first-team All-American returning, in fact. Kansas State’s David 
Allen was the second-team punt returner and the Wildcats’ Jamie Rheem was the 
third-team place-kicker. 

Oklahoma and Iowa State were the only teams not represented. 

Nebraska might have dominated the first team even more than it did, with at 
least five other Cornhuskers worthy of consideration: Tracey Wistrom, Bobby 
Newcombe, Dave Volk, Matt Davison and Keyuo Craver, all of whom were 
acknowledged by the conference coaches last season. 

Texas Tech running back Ricky Williams, who ranked second in the Big 12 (to 
Texas' Ricky Williams) and fourth in the nation in rushing in 1998 is back from an 
injury and could return to first-team all-conference form if new Coach Mike Leach's 
offense isn't too pass-oriented. 

Texas’ Hodges Mitchell and Kansas’ Moran Norris edged out Williams and 
Colorado’s Cortlen Johnson for the Huskers Illustrated running back positions. 

Any two of those four, as well as a couple of other Big 12 running backs, would 
make for an outstanding backfield. That’s how difficult the selection process was. 
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PRESEASON ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


OFFENSE 
Quincy Morgan, Sr., Kansas St. 
Javon Green, Sr., Colorado 
Dwayne Blakley, Jr., Missouri 
Leonard Davis, Sr., Texas 
Dominic Raiola, Jr., Nebraska 
Russ Hochstein, Sr., Nebraska 
Randall Cummins, Sr., Kansas St. 
Josh Lind, Sr., Oklahoma State 
Eric Crouch, Jr., Nebraska 
Hodges Mitchell, Sr., Texas 
Moran Norris, Sr., Kansas 
Jamie Rheem, Sr., Kansas State 
Joe Walker, Sr., Nebraska 
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DEFENSE 
Justin Smith, Jr., Missouri 
Shaun Rogers, Sr., Texas 
Casey Hampton, Sr., Texas 
Kyle Vanden Bosch, Sr., Nebraska 
Carlos Polk, Sr., Nebraska 
Jashon Sykes, Jr., Colorado 
Jason Glenn, Sr., Texas A&M 
Jarrod Cooper, Sr., Kansas St. 
Kevin Curtis, Jr., Texas Tech 
Gary Baxter, Sr., Baylor 
Cari Nesmith, Sr., Kansas 
Dan Hadenfeldt, Sr., Nebraska 
David Allen, Sr., Kansas St. 


QUARTERBACK 


A 


Nebraska’s ERIC CROUCH 


Dynamic duo in Austin. 
Crouch, but no depth. 
Sooner lefty can bring it. 
Roberson pushing Beasley. 
Lindsay back, and healthy. 
Smith the offensive key. 
Offense in capable hands. 
Farmer gets the nod. 

Both are big and strong. 
Young and inexperienced. 
Offense suits Kingsbury. 
Former Longhorn in charge. 


DEFENSIVE LINE 


Two All-America candidates. 
Solid inside and out. 
Fatafehi tough to move. 
Front returns intact. 

Warner leads the charge. 
Red Raider strength. 

Not flashy but effective. 
Stopping run a priority. 
Haywood, Reed overlooked. 


Smith comes from everywhere. 


Juco transfers could help. 
Nowhere to go but up. 


Mitchell and much more. 
Three deep, at least. 


Williams and healthy Williams. 


Norris can really run. 

Scobey can really run. 

Frosh Houston gets a look. 
Fobbs has the job. 

Abron emerged in the spring. 
Toombs returns to fullback. 
No Davis, would you believe. 
Bush-Lagway tough tandem. 
Rushing not a priority. 


LINEBACKER 


More than just Sykes. 
Starters all return. 

Glenn potential superstar. 
No Simoneau, but solid. 
Levels next in line. 

Definite concern outside. 
Room for improvement. 
Robinson swift in pursuit. 
Norman moves from safety. 
LeClair had 102 stops. 

Help from former OB. 
Could be pleasant surprise. 


RECEIVER 


Buffs could go six deep. 
More than Morgan, Lockett. 
Soph Savage rising star. 


Taylor, Johnson big-play threats. 


Gasaway’s return welcome. 
More passes to catch. 
Reliable, and productive. 
Depleted by Cavil’s departure. 
Looking for breakaway threat. 
Rivers the go-to guy. 

Looking more to Fuller. 


New offense means opportunity. 


SECONDARY 
| 1 


Cooper does it all. 
Experience everywhere. 
Jameson makes plays. 
Brooks breaks ‘em up. 
Losing Shepherd hurts. 
Three new starters. 
Beware of the “Butcher.” 
Jones steals the show. 
New zone coverages. 
Only Lewis returns. 
Strength of the defense. 
Avery missed spring. 


OFFENSIVE LINE 
wer 


Two Outland Trophy candidates. 
Bigger than NFL lines. 

Looking for fifth starter. 

Heupel needs protection. 

Health a serious concern. 
McKinney lone dominant blocker. 
Gurode, Rogers, then who? 
Three starters return. 

Riti will be missed. 

Raiders have tall order. 

Pokes learn from last year. 


Some spring switching. 


KICKING GAME 


Rheem has great range. 
Hadenfeldt’s return helps. 
Stockton a clutch performer. 
Double duty for Flores. 
Duncan, Ferguson are back. 
Pelfanio averaged 43.0. 
Lechler leaved a void. 
Nothing special here. 

Alas, so long to Sydnes. 
Emphasized in the spring. 
Atteberry will be missed. 
Continuing concern for Smith. 
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BIG 12 CO 
2000? 


Would you 
believe 
Huskers vs. 
Horns Dec. 2 
at Arrowhead? 


Gs 


| { 


REPORTS 


IFERENCE 


NORTH 


Oakhwn=a 


Nebraska . . . national title hopes 
Kansas State ..» finally getting respect 
Colorado . . . brutal schedule early 
lowa State ... bow eligible, at last 
Kansas .. » momentum won't carry over 
Missouri . . » Changes in attitude 


SOUTH 


oc hWN = 


Texas ... quarterback controversy 
Oklahoma ... another aerial assault 

Texas A&M... motivated by tast season 
Texas Tech, .. . new coach, darkhorse 
Oklahoma State ... two new coordinators 
Baylor . . » progress painfully slow 


KANSAS STATE 


WILDCATS 


xperienced quarterback. Lots of returning starters. 
Even Bill Snyder acknowledges it. 

“There are an awful lot of similarities,” he said at 
a pre-spring news conference. 

Snyder was referring to comparisons between this 
Kansas State team and the one in 1998. 

Two seasons ago, the Wildcats went 11-0 during the reg- 
ular season and climbed to No. 2 in the national rankings 
before being upset by Texas A&M in the Big 12 champi- 
onship game. 

Included among the 11 victories, 
which extended a winning streak to 
19, was the first against Nebraska 
since 1968 — the Michael Bishop-led 
Wildcats won at Manhattan, 40-30. 

Such talk is the basis for the opti- 
mism reflected in a crowd of more 
than 13,000 for Kansas State’s spring 
game. It also has prompted Snyder 
to attempt to temper the enthusiasm. 

“I don’t want anybody to see this 
in the wrong light,” he said. 

“Tt’s easy to say we've got a lot of 
returning people. But by the same 
token, if you unplug a few names 
and plug in some new ones, it 
changes the chemistry of our team.” 

Defensive playmakers Mark 
Simoneau, Darren Howard and 
Lamar Chapman are among those 
who have moved on. All were first- 
team all-conference honorees and 
won't be easily replaced. 

In addition, although senior 
Jonathan Beasley is a veteran quar- 
terback, he doesn’t have the consid- 
erable physical skills of Bishop, who 
was a definite difference-maker on 
offense. 

Beasley was pushed during the 
spring, in fact, by Ell Roberson III, a 
redshirted freshman from Houston 


Stove Sports Inf 


(also from the Houston area). 

On the first play from scrimmage in the spring game, 
Roberson turned a pass play into a 73-yard touchdown run. 
He also ran 58 yards for a touchdown and finished with 
three. 

Even so, Beasley emerged from the spring as the starter. 

“Jonathan has earned the right, not because of anything 
he did in the fall but because of how he’s progressed in the 
spring,” Snyder told the Kansas City Star. 

What Beasley did in the fall was lead the Wildcats to a 
third consecutive 11-victory season and No. 6 national 
ranking. He completed only 44.3 percent of his passes (90- 


84 JUNE/JULY 2000 


: : k Explosive kick returner David Allen emerged from 
who is being compared to Bishop spring practice as the No. 1 tailback. 


of-203), but the completions were good for 1,805 yards and 
14 touchdowns. And he was intercepted only seven times. 

His 20.1 yards-per-completion average broke school and 
Big 12 records and ranked him second in the nation, behind 
Virginia Tech’s extraordinary redshirted freshman Michael 
Vick. 

Beasley finished off his junior season by earning MVP 
honors in the Holiday Bowl. 

Despite the aforementioned losses, the defense could be 
among Kansas State’s best 
with the proper chemistry. 
And developing that chem- 
istry was a primary goal 
during spring practice. 

Though no one stepped 
up as a playmaker the cal- 
iber of Simoneau, the 
Wildcats look solid at line- 
backer, with a group that 
includes Ben Leber, Turelle 
Williams and Jason Kazar. 

Jarrod Cooper, Dyshod 
Carter and Jerametrius 
Butler are returning starters 
in one of the best secon- 
daries in the conference. 
And Mario Fatafehi, Monty 
Beisel, Cliff Holloman and 
Chris Johnson comprise the 
defensive line. Cooper and 
Fatafehi were second-team 
all-conference selections. 

Cooper, the strong safety, 
was involved in 77 tackles, 
including 49 unassisted, and 
broke up 12 passes. Carter 
broke up eight passes and 
intercepted five, to tie for the 
team lead. 

Beisel, who earned all- 
conference honorable men- 
tion, tied with Simoneau for 
the team lead in quarterback 
sacks with 6.5, and he was 
credited with breaking up nine passes. 

Fatafehi, a junior college transfer, was the Big 12 defen- 
sive newcomer of the year, following a season in which he 
was credited with 48 tackles, including 11 for losses total- 
ing 41 yards. 

Most in that group made significant contributions to the 
Wildcats’ ranking first in the nation in pass efficiency 
defense, second in total defense and fourth in scoring 
defense last season. 

The Wildcats also led the nation in turnover margin, 
with a plus-17 total. 


The offensive game-breaker is kick returner David 
Allen, who also emerged from the spring as the No. 1 tail- 
back — a job he could be hard-pressed to hold, not only A 
because of concerns about wearing him out but also 
because of the potential of junior college transfer Josh 
Scobey. 

Allen would be a difference-maker even if he were just 
to return kicks. “It’s like tackling a rubber-band man,” said 


Baylor head coach and former Nebraska assistant Kevin PROJECTED 
Steele. “He’s like the great ones, like a Deion Sanders in the 2000 FINISH: 


NEL, in that you never really get a shot on him.” 
Kansas State also has a difference-maker at wide receiv- STRENGTHS Bi +g 
er in 6-foot-2, 215-pound Quincy Morgan, a first-team All- The Wildcats again might 


q ; ; have the best defense in the con- 
Big 12 selection who caught 42 passes for 1,007 yards and ference. The secondary is partic- 


nine touchdowns. _ ularly strong, with three starters 
He set school and con- returning. David Allen can turn around a game by him- 
ference records by averag- self. 
ing 24.0 yards per recep- 
tion and gained 25 or WEAKNESSES 


Offensive line coach Paul Dunn is still looking for a 
fifth interior starter and back-ups. The non-conference 
schedule continues to hamper Kansas State's quest for 


more yards on 14 of his 
catches. His touchdowns 


came on plays averaging national respect. 
48.7 yards. 
If Morgan is the long of JET LAGS 
it, Aaron Lockett is the Allen has returned seven punts for touchdowns to 
short of it. The 5-foot-7, share the NCAA career record with 1999 RECORD: 11-1 
160-pound junior from Nebraska's Johnny Rodgers and CONFERENCE FINISS#: 7-1 
Tulsa, Okla., caught 33 Oklahoma's Jack Mitchell. He is the . 
Sigh P . $11 Templ W, 40-0 
passes for 531 yards and only player in NCAA history to return AREA SMaenena W. 40-7 
three touchdowns last punts for touchdowns in three con- KRpegwosernise W, 35-28 
Siok secuti . He also i | O2 @Texas W, 35-17. 
season. UNS Games. ne & tha‘onty 09. Kansas W, 50-9 
Snyder’s biggest con- player in NCAA history to return [SPpRMmnreass W: 40-0 
J : A ; i i 023 @OklahomaSt. W, 44-21 
cern on offense is the line. ae acter rh eoneese, ai Aah eal eae 
Center Randall Cummins g ‘wice. Ne aid It last season aS BERRA. W, 20-14 
well as in 1998. Interestingly enough, SXREMN@INE TER c) L, 41-15 


was chosen to the coaches’ 
all-conference first team. 
And John Robertson, 
Milford Stephenson and 
Alan Eby have starting 


‘dn! F N20 Missouri W, 66-0 
Allen didn't return punts at Liberty, D29 vs.Washington& — L, 37-34 
Mo., High School. He volunteered to (Rei eemwnenn sens 

return punts as a redshirted fresh- 


man, following the departure of Chris Canty. i 


Strong safety Jarrod Cooper 
was involved in 77 tackles, 
including 49 unassisted, and 


broke up 12 passes. experience to varying LONGSHOTS, BUT... 
degrees. But no clear-cut Tailback Joe Hall and offensive tackle Thomas 
fifth interior starter emerged in the spring. Barnett, neither of whom was with the team during 
The Wildcats ranked third in the conference and 24th in spring practice, could return in the fall. Hall, who led the 


Wildcats in rushing yardage with 613 and scored six 


the nation in rushing offense last season, averaging 154.7 ; ‘ 
touchdowns, was enrolled in classes in an attempt to 


yards per game and 3.9 yards per attempt, with 31 touch- : 4 
eke Or enies . and y ards a atte P t i ' € resolve some academic problems, while Barnett, who 
downs. With the uncertainty 1n the offensive ine, however, started nine games on the right side, was dealing with 
they could be hard-pressed to approximate that this season. off-the-field legal problems. 

There is no uncertainty about place-kicking. Jamie 


Rheem, a consensus first-team All-Big 12 selection, was 18- TENTA DEPTH CHART H 
of-21 on field goal attempts, including 5-of-8 from 40 yards VE! it i 


or longer. WR Aaron Lockett 57 160 Jr Monty Beisel 6-3 255 Sr 
Bruce Libel 5-10 170 Sr. Steve Altobello 64 255 Sr 
_ He was 13-of-13 up to 39 yards and set a school record LT Milf. Stephenson 62 275 Sr. DT CliffHolloman 6-4 275 Sr. | 
of 15 field goals in a row before missing against Nebraska. Matt Martin (65/2700 Ure DeVane Robinson 6-1) 285) Jn 
He also ki Led 58c Le Ce ey ° st f . bl “k LG Andy Eby 63 280 Jr. DT Mario Fatafehi 6-2 305 Sr, | 
e also kicked 58 consecutive extra-points before a bloc Ostiin’Honarchian 65° 290° Jr: ec Evatlay. 66.315 Je 
by Kansas. c Randall Cummins 6-3 285 Sr. DE ChrisJohnson 6-1 265 Sr, — 
” ‘Punting is io sr. The Wildcats Cock Ca ania Dan Divilbiss 6:1) 270 So, Melvin Williams 6-4 255 So. 
unting is another matter. The Wildcats ranked ninth in RG Steve Washington 6-4 315 So. SLB Ben Leber 63 250 Jr. |) 
the conference and 104th in the nation in net punting last Grant Reves. 66 295 Sr “Andy Klooke 62 220. So. 
REL = odin 22 ly 32.1 v is re e) the crt ee RT John Robertson 6-4 280 Jr. MLB Turelle Williams 6-0 240 Sr. 
season, averaging only 32.1 yards per punt. On the positive Chris Ballas 6:6) 280" So! ‘Tair Rises’ eea2D Ee 
side, opponents averaged only 3.4 yards per return. That TE Shad Meier 6-5 250 Sr.  WLB Jason Kazar 6-0 225 Sr. 
> x the lowes ee a gta heeonference Brian Lamone 6:4" -235.1So,, JoshiBuhl 6-0 205 Fr. 
was among the lowest averages in the conference. 8 Jonathan Beasley 6-1 215 Sr. CB Jerametrius Butler 5-10 180 Jr. _ 
On balance, the Wildcats’ positives far out-weigh their Ell Roberson 60 180. Fr. _ DeRon Tyler 58 170 Jr 
a RB David Allen 5-9 200 Sr, FS Jon McGraw 6-3 200 Jr 
negatives < Josh Scobey 6:0. 205 Jr. Alani Walker 61175 FR 
During last year’s Big 12 football media gathering at FB Johnno Lazetich 6-1 240 Sr. SS_ Jarrod Cooper 6-1 210 Sr. 
Wallag in late Tuly: Savder told teportees: “16 sears ti (Nick Hoheisel 61) 230" Soi Milton Proctor 6-0)/200 Ur 
allas in late July, Snyder told reporters: “It seems that no WR Quincy Morgan 62 215 Sr. CB DyshodCarter 5-10 185. Sr. 
one will ever admit Kansas State has an established pro- Brandon Clark 6-3) 220 Je Terence Newman 5-11.170) Sov 
sram.” PK Jamie Rheem 6-2 190 Sr. P Travis Brown 65 215 So. | 
oT, - ~-, 
ea ery Players with starting experience in bold a 


He shouldn’t have to repeat himself this time around. : ————— — 
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COLORADO 


season, understandably so. The program had a new 
coach in Gary Barnett and needed “five to six 
weeks to mature as a team,” Barnett said. 

As a result, the Buffaloes “underachieved” early on. 

More specifically, they lost to archrival Colorado State 
as well as to former Coach Rick Neuheisel’s Washington 
team and needed overtime to defeat Missouri during a 3-3 
start. 

Barnett’s plan for a 
“return to dominance” was 
anything but. 

The problems were such 
that following the third loss 
at Texas Tech, players met 
among themselves to air 
issues and try to get a handle 
on what had happened to 
their great expectations. 

That meeting represented 
a turning point for Colorado, 
which finished by winning 
three of its final five regular- 
season games and nearly 
upsetting Nebraska at 
Boulder. 

Jeremy Aldrich, the most 
accurate field goal kicker in 
school history, missed on a 
34-yard attempt, wide right, 
on the final play in regula- 
tion, and the Cornhuskers 
won in overtime. 

Even so, the Buffaloes 
earned a bid to the 
Insight.com Bowl in Tucson, 
Ariz., and capped Barnett’s 
first season with a 62-28 vic- 
tory. It was the third time 
they had scored 50 points or 
more. 

And it set the tone for 


C olorado went through a period of adjustment last 
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ductive off-season. 

Still, Colorado will be hard-pressed to pick up where it 
left off. Five of the Buffaloes’ first six opponents played in 
bowl games and all could conceivably be in the pre-season 
polls. 

Add an unsettled offensive line, a new quarterback and 
a new offensive coordinator to the early schedule, and 
things aren’t likely to get any easier for Barnett the second 
time around. 

The new offensive coordinator is quarterbacks coach 
Shawn Watson, who was promoted when Tom Cable left to 
become the head coach at Idaho. Despite a new coordina- 
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BUFFALOES 


Tailback Cortlen Johnson finished third in the 
what Barnett described as a pro- Big 12 with 835 yards and eight touchdowns. 


tor, however, the philosophy will remain the same. The 
Buffaloes will continue to rely on the West Coast offense. 

“T really wanted to stay with the same offense,” Barnett 
said in naming Watson, who came with him from 
Northwestern. “T believe in what we ran last year and want 
to take it to another level.” 

What Colorado did last season was rank second in the 
conference (and 14th nationally) in total offense and fifth in 
scoring, averaging 424.9 yards and 31.2 points per game. 

But that was under the 
direction of an experienced 
quarterback in Mike 
Moschetti and behind a line 
from which only two 
starters return, Victor 
Rogers and Andre Gurode. 

Moschetti’s successor 
wasn't identified during the 
spring. But he will be either 
sophomore Zac Colvin, 
who has started one game, 
or junior college transfer 
Bobby Pesavento. Both 
played well enough in the 
spring that “I think we’re 
finally where we need to be 
in that department,” Barnett 
said. 

The two are similar in 
size. Pesavento is 6-foot-5 
and 230 pounds. Colvin is 
6-foot-4 and 210 pounds. 
“He’s as tough a player as 
there is,” Watson said of 
Colvin. 

“T think he is an offen- 
sive lineman that plays 
quarterback.” 

Colvin, or Pesavento, 
might have to be tough 
until some young offensive 
linemen establish them- 
selves. New offensive line coach Steve 
Marshall has a daunting task. 

Barnett strives for a 50-50 balance between pass and run, 
with motion on every play to keep defenses guessing and a 
running game that averages at least 4 yards per attempt. 

The Buffaloes averaged 3.7 yards as a team last season, 
but tailback Cortlen Johnson was better than the average 
(4.9) and ranked third in the conference with 835 yards and 
eight touchdowns. 

He capped the season by earning the MVP award in the 
Insight.com Bowl. 

Johnson suffered a knee sprain during spring practice 
but is expected to be healthy in the fall, when much-publi- 


cized recruit Marcus Houston will join him at tailback. 

Colvin and Pesavento have some talented receivers to 
whom they can throw. 

“I feel our receiving corps is really solid,” Barnett said. 
Javon Green and Cedric Cormier are among the best in the 
conference. Green caught 40 passes for 663 yards and seven 
touchdowns last season, while Cormier caught 21 passes 
for 158 yards despite being hampered by the effects of a 
knee injury, suffered in the fifth game against Oklahoma. 

Tight end Daniel Graham caught 19 passes for 264 yards 
and four touchdowns. 

But Colorado needed a high-powered offense to make 
up for some defensive deficiencies. The Buffaloes had prob- 
lems adjusting to the 3-4 base alignment Barnett installed. 

They allowed 194 points in the first six games. 

To be successful in the 
Big 12, “I think you've got 
to stop the run first,” said 
Barnett. 

Although the Buffaloes 
ranked 10th in the confer- 
ence and 83rd in the nation 
in rushing defense, they 
i did show _ statistical 
be] improvement in that area 
as the season progressed. 

Colorado's strength on 
defense is linebacking. 
Jashon Sykes is a big-play 
maker. The 6-foot-3, 230- 
pound junior from Los 
Angeles forced a nation- 
leading seven fumbles and 
. | was involved in 134 tack- 
les, second-most in the 
conference, to earn the 
team’s most valuable play- 
er award. 

He was the first sopho- 
more to be the MVP since 
Darian Hagan in 1989. 

Ty Gregorak, who has been bothered by injuries, is a 
returning starter at the other inside linebacker position, and 
Drew Wahiroos is a returning starter at outside linebacker, 
with Andy Peeke, Anwawn Jones, Aaron Killion and 
Robert Haas all figuring in the mix, either inside or outside. 

Justin Bannan, Sean Jarne, Brady McDonnell and Tyler 
Brayton have significant experience up-front. But with Ben 
Kelly leaving early, strong safety Michael Lewis is the only 
returning starter in the secondary, which is to the defense 
what the line is to the offense. 

Even though Sykes and Gregorak were among those 
forced to miss most, or in Gregorak’s case all, of spring 
practice because of injuries, “technique-wise, they (the 
defensive players) are where they are supposed to be,” 
Barnett said following the spring game. 

The loss of Kelly, a premier kick returner, also impacts 
the kicking game. Junior college transfer Jeremy Flores will 
probably handle the punting and place-kicking. “It’s very 
difficult to bring in a freshman and have him kick on grass 
for the first time and be your guy going into the fall,” said 
Barnett. 

The value of a kicker was dramatically illustrated by the 
Buffaloes’ final play in regulation a season ago. They came 
within Aldrich’s field goal attempt of upsetting Nebraska. 

But then, given their early-season woes, who would 
have thought it could come down to that? 


Coterado Sports information 
Linebacker Jashon Sykes was 
the team MVP as a sophomore. 
He had a part in 134 tackles and 
forced seven fumbles. 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 
Jashon Sykes is the best of 
a group of outstanding lineback- 
ers. And Javon Green and 
Cedric Cormier are the best in 
a solid receiving corps that includes as many as six, 
according to Coach Gary Barnett. 


WEAKNESSES 

Barnett's goals in spring practice included identifying 
a starting quarterback and at least two starters in the 
offensive line and in the secondary. The identification 
process will continue in fall camp. 


GO-TO GUY 

When the Buffaloes need a first down, Green is the 
guy. Eleven of his pass receptions last 
season were on third or fourth down, 
and he picked up first downs on 
seven of them. He also averaged 45.4 
yards on his seven touchdown pass 
plays. 


BUTKUS CANDIDATE 

Sykes is being promoted as a 
Butkus Award candidate. Colorado 
has had two previous winners of the 
award to the nation's best collegiate 
linebacker: Alfred Williams (1990) 
and Matt Russell (1996). Sykes was 
the first sophomore to lead the Buffaloes in tackles since 
Greg Biekert in 1990. 


FIRST, AND LAST 

Outside linebacker Anwawn Jones played for 
Barnett at Northwestern, then attended two junior col- 
leges in California before transferring to Colorado. He 
did not play football at either of the junior colleges and 
expected to be able to play last season as a junior. 
Because of a problem with transfer credits, however, the 
university ruled he could not. As a result, he will have 
only one season of eligibility. 


TENTATIVE DEPTH/CHART! 


6-2 200 Sr, DE Tyler Brayton 6-6 260 So. 


CONFERENCE FINISH: 
‘ Colorado St. 
San Jose St 


ahoma 
ansas St 
@ Baylor 
Nebrash 
vs, Bos 


WR Javon Green 
WR John Minardi 6-2 Ope aDT Bannan 63 295 Jr. 
ST Kort Als FOOT Seen Jerpe 295. Sr. 
SG Ayan Gray 63 290 So. DE Brady McDonnell 6-4 265 Sr. 
C Andre Gurode dr LB Ty Gregorak 63 260 Sr.) 


6-4 295 So, 


TG Justin Bates \LB. Jashon Sykes 6-3. 230. Jr. 


TT Victor Rogers 67 330 Jr. OLB Drew Wahlroos 6-3 230 So, 


TE Daniel Graham 6-3 235 Jr. LC NateWright 6-0 190 Jr. 


SS  MichaelLewis 6-2 205 Jr. 


QB Bobby Pesavento 6-5 230 Jr, 


TB Cortlen Johnson 5-9 195 Jr. FS  RobbieRobinson 5-10 195 Jr. 


FB DavidAndrews 64 240 Jr RC Terrence Wood 6-10 175 Jr. 


P Jeremy Flores §-10.170. Jr. 


PK Jeremy Flores 5-10 170 Jr. 
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1999 RECORD: 7-5 


5-3 
L, 41-14 


W, 63-35 


an McCarney is characteristically optimistic about his 
sixth season at lowa State. 
“T don’t think it’s any secret this will be the best 
team that I’ll put on the field since I’ve been here,” he 
said following spring practice. “We’ve come a long way 
since that first year.” 

The progress, however, has yet to translate into a win- 
ning record. The Cyclones were 4-7 last season, their best 
under McCarney as well as their best since 1992, when they 
also were 4-7, 

They haven’t had a winning 
season since 1989. And they 
haven’t made a post-season 
appearance since 1978, when an 
Earle Bruce-coached team lost in 
the Hall of Fame Bowl. 

Their bowl game drought is 
the longest among current Big 12 
programs. 

After winning four of their 
first six games last season — 
albeit against teams that finished 
with losing records — it 
appeared they might finally win 
enough to at least be bow! eligi- 
ble. 

But they went 0-5 down the 
stretch, losing three of those 
games by four points or fewer. 

With the improvement 
McCarney expects, combined 
with what would seem to be a 
not-too-taxing non-conference 
schedule, Iowa State has a rea- 
sonable chance to win six games 

“Sooner or later, some lowa 
State team is going to turn the 
corner,” McCarney said in the 
enthusiasm of last season’s 4-2 
start. This could be the season in 
which his Cyclones make that 


Cyclone liluesated 


turn. Sage Rosenfels passed for 1,751 yards and 10 
Ironically enough, this will be touchdowns as a junior. He completed 54 per- 


the first season in which he won't cent of his passes. 
have a Davis at tailback. Darren 

Davis, who followed brother Troy, has moved on, leaving a 
vacancy that apparently will be filled by Ennis Haywood, a 
6-foot, 206-pound junior who has seen only limited action 
thus far. 

Haywood is a “strong north-south runner,” said 
McCarney. “He may make a couple of guys miss. But if 
he’s running toward you, you better be ready to tackle him. 
He’s a load. 

“And he looks like he has better speed than last year.” 
Whether or not Haywood has sufficient room to run 
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north and south, as well as an opportunity to display his 
improved speed, depends on an offensive line beset by 
injuries. 

The status of two of the Cyclones’ best offensive line- 
men, Ben Beaudet and Marcel Howard, is in doubt because 
of concussion problems, which kept them out of contact 
during the spring. 

Josh Rank has the same problem, leaving center Ben 
Bruns, whom lowa State is promoting for post-season hon- 
ors, and guard Zach 
Butler as the foundation 
on which a line will be 
built. 

“Our key is to find the 
best five guys,” said new 
offensive coordinator and 
line coach Steve Loney. 
“We know Beaudet and 
Howard are two of the 
best five on this team. 

“But we don’t know 
yet if those guys will 
play.” 

And he probably won't 
know for sure until the 
fall. 

The offense has 
depended heavily on the 
running of the Davis 
brothers under McCarney. 
Iowa State ranked second 
to Nebraska and 17th 
nationally in rushing last 
season — although the 
Cyclones’ rushing average 
dropped dramatically, 
from 200.5 yards per 
game to 142.8, in confer- 
ence games. 

Loney, a former 
Cyclone who also was a 
McCarney assistant from 
1995 to 1997, coordinated a run-orient- 
ed offense that contributed to 
Minnesota's first bowl trip in 13 sea- 
sons a year ago. 

Quarterback Sage Rosenfels is among the certainties on 
offense, following a junior season in which he earned the 
job by completing 127-of-235 passes for 1,751 yards and 10 
touchdowns. 

Chris Anthony is a reliable possession receiver. The 6- 
foot-4, 204-pound senior caught 37 passes for 432 yards and 
one touchdown last season. But the Cyclones need to iden- 
tify a complementary big-play threat. Redshirted freshman 
Jamaul Montgomery is among the top candidates. 


Defense has been a source of considerable frustration for 
McCarney. Last year’s team ranked No. 45 nationally in 
total defense, a dramatic improvement from his first team, 
which ranked No. 108. 

Even so, Iowa State ranked 99th in the nation and 11th 
in the conference in rushing defense last season, and it’s a 
Big 12 fact of life that to be successful means being able to 
defend against the run. 

The Cyclones allowed a whopping 5.3 yards per rushing 
attempt in conference games. 

Nevertheless, McCarney has reason to be optimistic that 
the defensive improvement will continue. Eleven players 
with starting experience return on defense, among them 
Reggie Hayward, James Reed and Dustin Avey, who was 
held out of spring practice following shoulder surgery. 

Depth is still a concern, 
but at least Iowa State 
finally has some defensive 
muscle. With Hayward at 
rush end, Reed at tackle 
j and Ryan Harklau at nose 
guard, the front could be 
McCarney’s best. 

“This group will be the 
heart of our defense this 
season,” he said. 

Avey is a leader at free 
safety, with strong safety 
Doug Densmore and cor- 
nerbacks Jamarcus Powers, 
Atif Austin and Ryan Sloth 
among others being count- 
ed on in the secondary. 

The Cyclones are least 
experienced on defense at 
linebacker. Senior Eric 
Weiford was moved from 
the inside to an outside 
position during the spring, 
and Ab Turner also has 
started. 

Other linebackers will have to step up, however, and 
Derrick Walker, who competed with Rosenfels for the quar- 
terback’s job last season, is among those who could. 

“We had to do something with Derrick to get him on the 
field,” defensive coordinator and linebackers coach John 
Skladany said, adding that the 6-foot-2, 220-pound senior 
has “everything you need. 

“Tf he’ll come through, that will be a major help.” 

McCarney also expects improvement in the kicking 
game. “We've put more time into special teams than any- 
time since I’ve been here,” he said at the end of spring prac- 
tice. “Special teams has to be a strength for this football 
team, and we're going to do everything we can to make it 
one.” 

After the Cyclones won their first three games last sea- 
son, including a second straight against lowa, McCarney 
said he was having “the most fun I’ve had coaching since I 
left Madison.” 

He came to Iowa State from Wisconsin, where he was 
defensive coordinator for Barry Alvarez. 

His enjoyment might be sustained a little longer this sea- 
son. 

“I’m not going to put any numbers on it, but I’m very 
confident that we’re going to play well,” Rosenfels said, 
adding that Iowa State will be a team “people are going to 
be scared of.” Mf 


Cyclone ustrated 
Defensive end Reggie Hayward 
led the Cyclones’ defense with 
68 tackles, four sacks and four 
tackles for loss. 
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AT A GLANCE 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 
lowa State has a quality IN| 1 


uarterback in Sage Rosenfels 
Sad as much enatanta on DOWISIoOmM 
defense as it has had in a while. 
Plus, the front-line defenders have the size and strength 
to compete in the Big 12 
WEAKNESSES 

Depth continues to be a problem. Offensively, 

the line is a significant concern because of the 


uncertain status of key players. Defensively, the 
linebacking is suspect. 


HOOPS HIT 

Stevie Johnson, a starter for 
the Cyclones’ Elite Eight basket- 
ball team, joined the football team 
in the spring and is expected to 
contribute as a strong safety and, 
possibly, outside linebacker. The 
6-foot-4, 220-pound Johnson, who 
also lined up at wide receiver in 
the spring game, "is one of the 
best-looking players we have in 
uniform out on the field," 
McCarney said. "Without a doubt, 
Stevie will help our defense next year." 


1999 RECORD: 4-7 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 1-7 


GIVE AND TAKE 

lowa State ranked last in the Big 12 and 108th 
nationally in turnover margin in 1999. The Cyclones 
finished at a minus-10 in turnovers, with 13 lost 
fumbles and 13 interceptions. Rosenfels threw for 
10 touchdowns but was intercepted 11 times. 


YOUTH WILL BE SERVED 
The spring two-deeps included 16 redshirted 
freshmen as well as 15 players who walked on. 


TENTATIVE DEPTH GHART. 


SE Chris Anthony 6-3 204 Sr. RE Reggie Hayward 65 245 Sr. 
f on Matthev 6-3) 2 Fr. 


-T Cory Hannen 65 300 Jr. DT James Reed 285 Sr. 


LG BenBeaudet 6-4 300 Sr. NG Ryan Harklau 6-4 280 Sr. 


a 


Ben Bruns 6-3 307 Sr. END KevinDeRonde 65 255 Jr. 


RG Zach Butler 64 285 So. OLB Derrrick Walker 6-2 220 Sr. 


RT  MarcelHoward 6-5 302 Jr. MLB Chris Whitaker 5-11 228 So. 
FL J.J, Moses OLB Ab Turner 


5-6 173 Jr. 60 210 Sr. 


Sage Rosenfels 6-4 221 Sr. SS DougDensmore 5-10 195 Sr. 


| 


B  EnnisHaywood 5-11 206 Jr LCB Atif Austin 5-8 180 So. 


FB RobertLewis 5-9 233 Sr. FS Dustin Ave 63 210 Sr. 


U 6-4 254 Jr. RCB Ryan Sloth 5-8 184 Sr. 


PK Mike McKnight 6-2 209 Jr, P. Carl Gomez 6-2 198 Sr. 


KANSAS 


he Kansas football team was greeted with a smatter- 

ing of boos from its own fans when it returned to the 

field at halftime of its game against San Diego State 
last season. 

The Jayhawks trailed 31-0, on the way to a 41-13 loss. 

“Tt was an embarrassing situation,” Coach Terry Allen 
said. 

Without question, the Jayhawks had bottomed out. 
There was no place to go except up. The climb wasn’t with- 
out setbacks, but Kansas 
was able to salvage some 
measure of respect, winning 
three of its last five games 
and throwing a significant 
scare into Nebraska before 
losing at home 24-17. 

That finish is the basis 
for optimism regarding 
Allen’s fourth season as 
head coach. 

Other reasons for opti- 
mism in Lawrence, Kan., 
include free safety Carl 
Nesmith, fullback Moran 
Norris and quarterback 
Dylen Smith, who is the key 
to Jayhawk success. He 
became the starter the week 
after the San Diego State 
fiasco and played an impor- 
tant role in the turnaround. 

Smith, a transfer from 
Santa Monica, Calif., 
Community College, com- 
pleted 135-of-263 passes for 
1,599 yards and 12 touch- 
downs, the seventh-best 
total in school history. 

He had 16 completions 
that produced gains of 25 
yards or more, including a 
longest of 77 yards fora 


Jayhawk insader 


seven times. 

With a season's experience in Allen’s system, and the 
return of receivers Termaine Fulton and Byron Gasaway, 
Smith figures to pose an even greater offensive threat this 
season. 

Fulton and Gasaway both sat out as medical redshirts, 
Fulton because of an ankle injury and Gasaway because of 
a fractured jaw, suffered when he lost control of a barbell in 
the weight room. 

Gasaway and Smith, who have been roommates, “were 
never on the field together,” said Allen. “We are anxious to 
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Fullback Moran Norris became the feature back, 
touchdown against Nebraska. rushing for 531 yards and eight touchdowns in 
And he was intercepted only the Jayhawks’ final seven games. 


JAYHAWKS 


see what those two can do together once we give them 
some time in there.” 

Gasaway has size — at 6-foot-4 and 204 pounds — as 
well as speed and joins Fulton and steady Harrison Hill in 
what is potentially the Jayhawks’ best-ever group of 
receivers. Hill has caught 59 passes for 923 yards and six 
touchdowns in two seasons. 

Tight end David Hurst also is a receiving threat, as are 
Norris and tailback David Winbush. 

After Smith, Kansas 
could probably least 
afford to lose Norris from 
the offense. The 6-foot, 
245-pound senior became 
the featured running back 
when Winbush was 
slowed by injuries. 

Norris, a tight end 
until the spring of his 
redshirted freshman year, 
carried seven times for 20 
yards and no touchdowns 
in his first 16 games at 
Kansas. In the first five 
games last season, he was 
used almost exclusively 
as a lead blocker for 
Winbush, carrying just 
twice for 6 yards. 

With Winbush ham- 
pered by knee and ankle 
problems, and missing 
the Kansas State game, 
Norris became a ball car- 
rier. In the final seven 
games, he rushed for 531 
yards and eight touch- 
downs on 105 carries — 5 
yards per carry. “Moran 
really took the bull by the 
horns,” Allen said. 

Norris is among the 
team’s strongest players, with a 550- 
pound bench press, and his speed has 
improved. “He doesn’t change direc- 
tion in space like your typical back,” said Allen. 

“He doesn’t turn on a dime, more like a manhole cover.” 
But he “does have some great ‘quicks,’ ” Allen said. 

“He has really developed into what can be a marquee 
football player.” 

Winbush complements Norris as an outside threat, with 
4.59-second speed in the 40-yard dash. Despite last season’s 
injury problems, he rushed for 595 yards and six touch- 
downs. 

Whether or not the Jayhawks can approximate or 


improve on last season's rushing success — they ranked 
fourth in the conference and 36th nationally in rushing — 
depends on developing an offensive line around returning 
starters John Oddonetto, Marc Owen and Justin Hartwig. 

Offensive line coach Walt Klinker shuffled players dur- 
ing spring practice, among them converted defensive line- 
man Justin Sands, looking for the right combination. The 
search will continue in the fall. 

The defense is suspect, even though nine players with 
starting experience return. 

Nesmith, first-team All-Big 12 and the conference defen- 
sive newcomer of the year, is a big-hitter who has earned 
the nickname “The Butcher” for his aggressive play. The 
former junior college wide receiver and sometime-quarter- 
back is to the Jayhawk defense what Smith is to the offense. 

He was involved in 89 
tackles, including 53 unas- 
sisted, and intercepted 
three passes, despite not 
becoming a starter until 
the eighth game of the sea- 
son. But he can’t be every- 
where. 

Nesmith was second 
on the team in tackles to 
junior linebacker Andrew 
LeClair, who was credited 
with 102, including 52 
unassisted and 10 for loss- 
es totaling 28 yards. 

Marcus Rogers pushed 
LeClair from his starting 
position in the spring. Tim 
Bowers, a team leader, is a 
solid outside linebacker, 
earning all-conference hon- 
orable mention from 
league coaches. 

The biggest defensive 
concerns are shoring up 
the secondary and the line, 
which is “very much a 
question mark,” Allen said, “But | am very much excited 
about the personnel we have.” 

The line “can really become a strength of ours, eventual- 
ly,” he said. 

Eight of 11 junior college transfers are projected as 
defensive players. 

Kansas was last in the Big 12 and 102nd in the nation in 
pass efficiency defense. Opponents completed 57.2 percent 
of their passes, for 18 touchdowns with only seven inter- 
ceptions. The Jayhawks were 74th and 90th nationally in 
total defense and scoring defense, so there’s plenty of room 
for improvement. 

There’s also room for improvement in the kicking game. 
Punter Joey Pelfanio ranked third in the conference with a 
43.0-yard average, yet Kansas ranked eighth in net punting 
(33.9). 

The Jayhawks also had the conference’s worst field goal 
percentage. Joe Garcia was successful on only 7-of-18 
attempts (.389), including 0-for-4 from 40 yards or longer. 

Allen described last season as “critical” and considered 
his team capable of being bow! eligible. He thought the 
Jayhawks could win as many as seven games, in fact. 

Instead, they lost seven of 12 games. 

None was more devastating than the one against San 
Diego State at home. & 


Jayhawk Inaeder 
Junior college transfer Dylen 
Smith played an important role 
in the Kansas turnaround, pass- 
ing for 1,599 yards and 12 
touchdowns. 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Dylen Smith had to learn 
on the run last season. Now he 
has a season's experience ina 
pass-oriented offense seeming- 


ly suited to his skills as well as a talented group of wide 


receivers. 


The line responsible for protecting Smith and open- 
ing holes for Moran Norris and David Winbush is sus- 
pect. Also, Kansas allowed 30 points per game last sea- 


son, and defensive deficiencies remain. 


HELP WANTED, IMMEDIATELY 


Coach Terry Allen has indicated he intends to build 


his program with high school recruits, 


But his 2000 recruiting class included 
11 junior college transfers. The 
Jayhawks are in need of immediate 


help, particularly in the defensive line, 


and “we feel as though we got that 


1999 RECORD: 5-7 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 3-5 
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need filled,” Allen said. “| think that 

takes some of the pressure off. We Nes 
have some good redshirt freshman 016 
defensive linemen, but you know as 023 
well as | do (if) you toss a redshirt a 
freshman in the Big 12 competition, it BRR 

is going to be a real physical mis- N20 
match. Now we've got guys... that #Eddie Re 
will let these guys grow appropriate- 


ly.” 


ROAD WARRIORS, NOT 

Kansas is 1-14 in road games, including 0-12 in con- 
ference play under Allen. The Jayhawks’ only road victo- 
ry in the past three seasons required four overtimes, 39- 
37 at Alabama-Birmingham. 


FAMOUS FATHER 
Linebacker Andrew LeClair's father Jim played for 
the NFL's Cincinnati Bengals from 1972 to 1983. 
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Missouri 
TIGERS 


issouri’s frustration could be summarized in the 
image of Coach Larry Smith’s wife, Cheryl, on the 
sideline berating players during the fourth quarter 
of the final game against Kansas State. 

The Tigers fell 66-0 to finish with six losses in their last 
seven games. 

And they were outscored 154-14 in their last three 
games. 

So Cheryl Smith was compelled to question the heart of 
some of her husband's play- 
ers. 

Wide receiver Travis 
Garvin also suggested that 
some of his teammates 
might have quit as the sea- 
son unraveled, a breach in 
decorum that caused him to 
be put off-limits to reporters 
in the spring. 

It was an ugly finish to a 
season that had begun with 
optimism and promise. And 
it precipitated swift action 
from Larry Smith, who 
immediately fired three 
assistants, all on offense. 

Ironically, perhaps, he 
hired two of the replace- 
ments from Western 
Michigan, which the Tigers 
defeated in the second game 
of the season 48-34. Bill 
Cubit now coaches the quar- 
terbacks and shares offen- 
sive coordinator duties with 
Andy Hill, while Sam 
Pittman coaches the line. 

The other new assistant 
is running backs coach 
Chris Tabor. 

Smith also revamped his 
offensive system, deter- 


receiver sets, after six seasons of a 
more conservative, pound-it- 
down-the-field, running philosophy. 
“We have not caught on all the way, but we are catching 
on,” he said as spring practice drew to a close. “The players 
have come in with wide-open attitudes. The offense has 
been able to progress. We have started laying the ground- 
work for our season with playmakers in play-making posi- 
tions. 
“With five receivers, we have a great combination of 
speed and size.” 
Just how far the offense has to go is reflected in the fact 
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Defensive end Justin Smith made 92 tackles, 
mined to open it up with multiple- including a Big 12-leading eight sacks. 


that Missouri ranked sixth in the conference and 83rd in the 
nation in passing last season, with a completion percentage 
of 46.8. 

But it was no more effective running the ball. The Tigers 
averaged only 3.5 yards per attempt, a statistic that 
dropped dramatically in conference play, to 2.8 yards per 
attempt. 

Those numbers hardly reflected Smith’s commitment to 
the run. 

Missouri was equally 
inept on the ground and 
through the air, and that 
translated into an average 
of only 14.5 points against 
conference opponents. 
The Tigers were shut out 
three times. 

Their defensive prob- 
lems were similarly 
severe, despite the consid- 
erable efforts of now- 
junior end Justin Smith, 
one of the premier players 
in the country as well as 
in the conference. He 
made 92 tackles, includ- 
ing 57 unassisted, 16 for 
losses of 66 yards and a 
Big 12-leading eight 
sacks. 

“He’s just a great play- 
er with a great motor,” 
said Colorado Coach 
Gary Barnett. “You watch 
him and you go: ‘Wow, 
that’s the way you're sup- 
posed to play the game.’ “ 

Missouri defensive 
coordinator Moe Ankeny 
lines up Smith in different 
places in hopes of keeping 
opposing offenses guess- 
ing. “I’ve never seen anything like it,” 
Ankeny said. 

“He will not come off of the 
field unless he’s hurt,” said Larry Smith. 

Senior Julian Jones is of similar importance to the sec- 
ondary. In addition to making 91 tackles, he intercepted a 
conference-leading six passes. Arguably the team’s best 
athlete, Jones was moved from free safety to cornerback 
during spring practice as the Tigers shuffled the secondary. 

The need to restructure should be obvious. Missouri 
allowed opponents to complete 54.4 percent of their passes 
for 16 touchdowns with only 10 interceptions last season. 
The Tigers were better against the run, through the 


efforts of Jones, Justin Smith and inside linebacker Jamonte 
Robinson, who has the speed to get to ball carriers — which 
he did 108 times. 

Nose tackle Pat Mingucci and guard Cedric Harden 
anchor the line. 

Missouri had serious problems keeping the opposition 
out of the end zone last season, allowing an average of 33.5 
points per game — and that average jumped to 36.2 in the 
Big 12. Regardless of how well the Tigers adapt to their 
new offense, they wouldn’t be able to out-score those num- 
bers. 

Kirk Farmer and Jim Dougherty began last season alter- 
nating at quarterback. “Our approach has been that two 
makes one,” Larry Smith said. Cubit doesn’t share that 
opinion, however, indicating that he intends to settle on 
one quarterback. And based on spring practice, Farmer is 
probably the one. 

He’s 6-foot-5, 216 
pounds, with excellent 
speed for his size. But he 
completed only 46.2 per- 
cent of his passes last sea- 
son before being sidelined 
by a broken leg against 
lowa_ State. Farmer 
appears to have recov- 
ered. His “quickness does 
not look like it has slowed 
one bit,” said Larry Smith. 

Farmer has _ solid 
receivers to whom he can 
throw, among them the 
talkative Garvin, convert- 
ed quarterback Justin 
Gage, Brandon Barnes, 
Eric Spencer and John 
Dausman, who missed 
last season because of a 
knee injury. Tight end 
Dwayne Blakley also is a 


Missourt Spants Information 


Wide receiver John Dausman 
missed last season with a knee 
injury. 


receiving threat. 

Garvin led the team in receiving as a true freshman, 
with 36 catches for 608 yards and two touchdowns. Spencer 
caught 28 passes for 265 yards and three touchdowns. And 
the 6-foot-4, 265-pound Blakley caught 22 passes for 235 
yards and a team-high six touchdowns. 

What Farmer might not have is sufficient protection 
from his offensive line, which struggled during spring 
practice. In consecutive scrimmages, the line allowed 13 
and 10 sacks. 

For what it’s worth, 6-foot-5, 325-pound Aaron 
Crittendon, a returning starter at tackle, missed spring 
practice while recovering from shoulder surgery. 

Redshirted freshman Zack Abron emerged from the 
spring as the No. 1 running back, moving ahead of junior 
Zain Gilmore, who still figures prominently in Cubit’s 
plans. Gilmore was the leading rusher last season, with 764 
yards and six touchdowns. 

The kicking game also has been reworked, under the 
direction of Larry Smith's son Corby, the tight ends coach. 
As with just about everything else, special-teams play was 
lacking last season. The Tigers ranked 113th in net punting, 
for example, averaging only 29.6 yards per punt. 

Considering where Missouri was at the end of last sea- 
son, the only way to go is up. The frustration has to be pret- 
ty overwhelming when even the head coach's wife gets 
involved. 
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PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Defensively, opponents must 
account for Justin Smith on 
every down. Offensively, the 
Tigers have some solid 
receivers, and a new system designed to utilize them to 
the fullest. 


WEAKNESSES 
Among many things, the offensive line's period of 
adjustment will carry into the fall and test Kirk 
Farmer's ability to avoid the pass rush. Also, the kicking 
game still has a long way to go to respectability. 


RECORD EFFORT 

Smith's eight sacks last season 
tied the school record, shared by 
Bobby Bell, Jeff Gaylord, Rick 
Lyle and Steve Martin. “He is a ki 
great player,” Nebraska Coach Frank [om Wese Meneane 
Solich said of Smith. “Any football IERAwXE ERS) 
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team in the country would love to >in 


1999 RECORD: 4-7 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 1-7 


have him.” O16 lowa St 
023 @ Kansas 
O31 Texas Tech 

SMITH’S SHADOW N6  @ Oklahoma 


N13 Texas A&M 


Moe Ankney, the defensive coor- 
N21 @ Kansas St. 


dinator, has considered moving 
Daryl! Whittington to another posi- 
tion in order to get him on the field more often. The 6- 
foot-6, 246-pound senior from St. Louis played well dur- 
ing spring practice. The problem is, he plays the same 
position as Smith. 


FAMOUS BROTHERS 

Brandon Blake and Joe Bruce are among 
Missouri's freshman scholarship recruits. Both are from 
Florida. The 6-foot-3, 210-pound Blake, a quarterback , is 
the brother of New Orleans Saints quarterback Jeff 
Blake. The 5-foot-10, 180 Bruce, a wide receiver, is the 
bother of St. Louis Rams wide receiver Issac Bruce. 
Four other scholarship recruits also are from Florida. 
TEN TATIVE)DEPTHICHART) 
— — —_— — 
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TEXAS 


ven before he had set foot on the campus of the 

University of Texas last fall, Chris Simms was the 

choice of many Longhorn fans to step in and start at 
quarterback as a true freshman. Never mind that the 
incumbent signal caller, Major Applewhite, was coming off 
of a record-setting season in which he garnered Big 12 
Freshman of the Year honors. 

Texas Coach Mack Brown quashed any talk of a quarter- 
back controversy by announcing that, while Simms would 
receive playing time, 
Applewhite was his starter. 
That was then. This is now: 
As Applewhite recovers 
from a left knee injury suf- 
fered in the Longhorns’ 27-6 
loss to Arkansas in the 
Cotton Bowl, Simms is — at 
least for the time being — 
Mack’s man at quarterback. 

Although Applewhite is 
expected to be back at full 
strength by the fall, Simms 
made a strong case for him- 
self during the spring. The 
sophomore completed 10 of 
11 passes in the Longhorns’ 
spring game, despite playing 
with a dislocated ring finger 
on his throwing hand. 

Also looking over his 
shoulder at a younger player 
trying to take his job, is 
senior tailback Hodges 
Mitchell. All Mitchell did a 
season ago was run for 1,343 
yards to earn first-team All- 
Big 12 and Doak Walker 
Award semifinalist honors; 
however, redshirt freshman 
Ivan Williams has Longhorn 
fans seeing visions of Ricky 
Williams with his combina- 
tion of size and 


Hayter will also compete for play- 
ing time in a very talented — but 
very crowded — backfield. 

While the Longhorns have a wealth of depth at running 
back, the same can’t be said about the receiver position. 
Second-team All-American Kwame Cavil, who set Texas 
and Big 12 records with 100 receptions for 1,188 yards a 
season ago, is gone, as are Jeremy Jones and Ryan Nunez, 
who combined for 70 catches in 1999. 

“By losing Kwame Cavil, Ryan Nunez and Jeremy 
Jones, as well as Wane McGarity over a three-year period, 
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Senior defensive tackle Shaun Rogers had a 
speed. hand in 80 tackles, including 43 unassisted 
Sophomores Victor Ike and Kenny stops, 27 for losses and 5.5 sacks. 


LONGHORNS 


we're losing a large majority of our passing game,” Brown 
said. “Ryan and Jeremy took up the slack for losing Wane, 
but now we’ve lost Kwame, so we have lost the entire 
package. We're really starting over at that position.” 

Brown won't have to start over entirely. Junior Montrell 
Flowers, whose sprinter’s speed makes him a dangerous 
deep threat, caught 34 passes last season but was plagued 
by a mild case of the drops. He will have to become more 
consistent, as will seniors Jamel Thompson and Brandon 
Healy, the Longhorns’ only 
other receivers with signifi- 
cant game experience. 

The tight end also plays a 
key role in the Texas pass- 
ing game, and with return- 
ing starter Mike Jones and 
superstar-in-the-making Bo 
Scaife, the Longhorns are in 
good shape. A junior, Jones 
is a solid pass-catcher and a 
tough blocker, but Scaife is 
a sophomore with an NFL 
body (6-foot-4, 220 pounds) 
and excellent hands. 

The Longhorns lost just 
one starter on the offensive 
line, which is the deepest, 
most talent-rich position on 
the squad. Leading the 
group is mammoth senior 
left tackle Leonard Davis, 
who at 6-6, 367 pounds, is a 
titanic force and a likely 
first-round pick in the 2001 
NFL Draft. Joining Davis on 
the left side is sophomore 
guard Derrick Dockery, a 
player Brown called “the 
best true freshman offensive 
lineman I have ever 
U coached.” 

The right side is just as 
capably manned, with junior guard 
Antwan Kirk-Hughes teaming with 
senior tackle Cory Quye. Junior Matt 
Anderson will start at center, just as he 
did for the final 10 games of the 1999 season. Sophomore 
Robbie Doane and junior Mike Williams will also see play- 
ing time at the tackle positions while redshirt freshman 
Tillman Holloway is slated to be the top backup at guard. 

“Offensively, it’s important that we develop more 
patience,” Brown said. “We need to be more excited about 
a 4-yard play and not try to make the big play on every 
down. It’s important that we are able to consistently run 
the ball and be more aggressive with our pass protections.” 


Protecting the quarterback will also be a major concern 
of opposing coaches this season. The Texas defense returns 
nine starters from a unit that ranked sixth nationally by 
allowing 286.7 yards per game in 1999. The bad news is 
that the two starters to replace are defensive ends Aaron 
Humphrey and Cedric Woodard, two immensely produc- 
tive players who rank second and eighth, respectively, on 
the school’s all-time tackles-for-loss chart. 

The good news is that one of their replacements, sopho- 
more Cory Redding, was the Big 12 Defensive Freshman of 
the Year in 1999. Redding, the USA Today Prep Defensive 
Player of the Year in 1998, saw extensive action as a true 
freshman and is expected to have a major impact as a 
starter. Junior Jermain Anderson is the favorite to get the 
starting nod at the other end spot, but an injury-plagued 
1999 season has hurt his development. 

In the trenches will be a pair of All-America candidates 
in seniors Casey Hampton and Shaun Rogers. Last season, 
= the duo combined for 181 
tackles, 48 quarterback 
pressures and 8.5 sacks. 
Although Hampton 
missed spring practice 
after having hernia 
surgery in January, he and 
Rogers should be able to 
improve upon their num- 
bers from a year ago. 

Improvement is also on 
the minds of the Texas trio 
of junior linebackers. 
DeAndre Lewis, Tyrone 
Jones and Everick Rawls 
have improved weekly, 
and with Lewis poised to 
become one of the nation’s 
top middle linebackers, 
this unit should continue 
to get better each game. 

Also worth keeping an 
eye on is junior cornerback Quentin Jammer, who suffered 
a shoulder injury in the Longhorns’ opener last year and 
had to be shelved for the rest of the season. He will be 
given an opportunity to reclaim his starting job, but he will 
have to fend off incumbents Ahmad Brooks, who led the 
Longhorns with 14 pass breakups in 1999, and Ervis Hill. 

In addition, the Longhorns return two excellent young 
cover corners in sophomores Roderick Babers and 
Kendrick Turner. Redshirt freshman Monti Collier, who 
was sidelined last season with a shoulder injury, and true 
freshman Phillip Geiggar will also figure into the mix. 

Senior kicker Kris Stockton is one of the Big 12's most 
accurate, and clutch, performers. Over the last two seasons, 
he has connected on three game-winning field goals that 
have taken place in the final five seconds of games. 

“Kris has been consistent with his kickoffs and has got- 
ten stronger each year we've been here,” Brown said. “He's 
one of the most accurate field goal kickers in the country 
and is even better when it gets down to the last minute.” 

Brown is hoping that he won’t have to rely on Stockton 
for any last-second heroics this fall. With the talent that he 
has at his disposal, he shouldn’t have to. 

There is so much talent, in fact, that fans are thinking 
that this could be the year that the Longhorns contend for a 
national championship. 

One Major question remains: Will it be Applewhite or 
Simms who leads them there? i — By Shawn Heilbron 
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Kris Stockton has kicked 36 
field goals the last two sea- 
sons. 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Longhorns have two of 
the nation’s top defensive tack- a] 
les in Casey Hampton and TS JOW 
Shaun Rogers. The addition of 
Cory Redding to the starting lineup makes the front 
four the Big 12's most formidable, regardless of who 
starts at the other end. Quarterback is also a strong posi- 
tion with Major Applewhite and Chris Simms, both 
of whom will open the season with something to prove. 


WEAKNESSES 
The loss of wide receiver Kwame Cavil really hurts. 
Montrell Flowers will not be able to do it alone, and 
the Longhorns’ lack of proven receivers could be a prob- 
lem. 


EARLY START 

True freshmen Phillip Geiggar 
and Stevie Lee enrolled at Texas for 
the spring semester and competed in 
spring drills. Geiggar, a defensive 
back, and Lee, a defensive lineman, 
both earned honorable mention All- 
USA Today honors at Shreveport 
(La.) Evangel last year. 


1999 RECORD: 9-5 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 6-2 


28 N. Carolina St.! 
Stanford W, 69-17 
@ Rutgers W, 38-21 
Rice W, 18-13 
@ Baylor W, 62-0 
Kansas St L, 35-17 
Oklahoma% W, 38-28 
Nebraska W, 24-20 
@ lowa St. W, 44-41 
@ Oklahoma St W, 34-21 


MOVIN’ ON UP Tech W, 58-7 


L, 23-20 


The season prior to Mack @Texas A&M L, 20:16 
; a Nebraska+ L, 22-6 
Brown's arrival L, 276 


at Texas, the Arkansas& 
Longhorns ranked 85th in total Mg 

defense. Brown and defensive coordi- 
nator Carl Reese helped Texas 
improve to 56th nationally in their 
first season and sixth in 1999. 


NEAR THE TOP 

Applewhite enters the season 1,829 passing yards 
and 15 touchdown passes away from becoming the 
Longhorns' career leader in those categories. 
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OKLAHOMA 


alse promises. Disappointment. Finger pointing. 
Despair. 
Those things described the five years prior to Bob 
Stoops arrival in Norman, as the Sooners went through 
three head coaches during that span. 

This wasn’t the program that Stoops watched annually 
on Thanksgiving weekend, battling Nebraska for the Big 
Eight Championship. 

There were new levels of ineptness. 

OU had gone through five con- 
secutive non-winning seasons, 
including three straight losing 
years. 

The days of the Sooners vying 
with the Huskers for a conference 
title were gone. Not only have 
they lost the last seven meetings 
with Nebraska, but OU has also 
ceased to be competitive. The 
Sooners have lost the last two 
meetings by a combined 114 
points. 

But in a year’s time, Stoops 
and his staff have transformed 
minds as well as the results. 

Now there is optimism. Pride 
has been restored. And, there is 
hope to resurrect the Sooners will 
again be competitive with the 
Huskers. 

The Sooners are coming off a 7- 
5 season. It was OU’s first win- 
ning season since 1993, first bowl 
trip and first in which every home 
game was sold out since 1987. 

“The difference is night and 
day,” second-year head coach 
Stoops said. “Players’ winter con- 
ditioning is much better. A year 
ago, they couldn’t make it 
through warm-ups. Now they fly 
through them. And they’ve 
learned how to compete and give 
great effort. 

“They're in great physical shape 
and have learned to trust us. They realize we're trying to 
build them up to be the athletes they should be.” 

Things are so optimistic in Norman that the Sooners are 
even pushing one of their own for the Heisman Trophy. 

OU is promoting quarterback Josh Heupel for the 
Heisman Trophy. The last Sooner to get much Heisman 
consideration was linebacker Brian Bosworth, who was 
briefly mentioned early in the 1986 season. 

Heupel was the consensus Big 12 Offensive Newcomer 
of the Year, as the Sooners’ broke from tradition and 
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Josh Heupel was named the 
Newcomer of the Year, after passing for 3,460 

yards and 30 touchdowns. He completed 62 per- 
cent of his passes. 
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became one of the most prolific passing teams in the coun- 
try. The Aberdeen, S.D., product led OU’s assault on the 
record book by setting school and conference season pass- 
ing records for attempts (500), completions (310), percent- 
age (.620), yards (3,460) and touchdown passes (30). 

Looking ahead to this season, Heupel — provided he 
stays healthy — is a lock to break OU career passing 
records for attempts, completions, touchdowns and 
yardage. 

The offense isn’t expected to 
change much, despite offensive 
coordinator Mike Leach leaving 
for Texas Tech, line coach Mark 
Mangino being promoted to 
coordinator and former Iowa 
assistant Chuck Long handling 
the quarterback responsibilities. 

“We're going to keep doing 
the same things,” Stoops said. 

The running game needs to 
be more productive than a year 
ago, when the Sooners finished 
last in the Big 12. 

Stoops argues that only 
Nebraska (5.0), lowa State (4.5) 
and Kansas (4.0) averaged more 
yards per carry than OU’s 3.9. 
But, OU lost four of the five 
games in which it ran for fewer 
than 100 yards. 

Sophomore back Quenton 
Griffin showed the potential to 
be a feature back. He missed the 
first seven games, but was 
pulled from his redshirt season 
because of injuries. He respond- 
ed by becoming OU’s second- 
leading rusher, with 285 yards. 
He also had the team’s best 
yards per carry average at 6.5. In 
the bowl game, he rushed for 86 
yards on 12 carries and caught 
eight passes for 65 yards. 

Also returning is H-back Seth 
Littrell, who rushed for 231 yards and 
averaged 6.2 yards per carry. 

Depth is suspect. Untested senior Buster Kuhn backs up 
Littrell. Seldom used junior Dwight McKissic and sopho- 
more Jay Hunt play behind Griffin. 

The receiving corps is loaded with potential, led by 
sophomore Flanker Antwone Savage and Curtis Fagan. 

Savage was named the Big 12 Freshman of the Year by 
The Sporting News, setting a freshman school record for 
catches (31) and reception yardage (426). Fagan caught 30 
passes for 382 yards. Sophomore Andre Woolfolk showed 


Big 12 Offensive 


promise, before an ankle injury knocked him from the start- 
ing lineup a year ago. 

The Sooner offensive line needs to be revamped with the 
loss of first-round pick Stockar McDougle, center Matt 
O'Neal and guard Jay Smith. Frank Romero is a converted 
defensive lineman and is now the best o-lineman on the 
team. Guard Scott Kempenich is once again having to come 
back from injury. Bubba Burcham will likely replace 
O'Neal at center. Depth is suspect, but freshman Wes Sims 
is highly regarded and could play immediately. 

Defensively, the Sooners are expected to be improved, 
especially if the secondary turns out to be better than a year 
ago as Stoops predicts. 

Gone is strong safety Rodney Rideau as well as corners 
Mike Woods and William Bartee, who was taken in the 

third round of the NFL 


| his staff like their young 
"| replacements. Three of the 
a at the top of the depth 
chart are underclassmen. 
Free safety J.T. Thatcher is a 
senior, but corners Michael 
Thompson and strong safe- 
ty Roy Williams are sopho- 
mores. The right corner is 
freshman Derrick Strait, 
whose raw skills made the 
staff consider pulling him 
out of his redshirt year. 

The defense’s strength 
comes at linebacker, where 
junior Rocky Calmus is 
being promoted as an All- 
American, after being a 
consensus All-Big 12 pick a 
year ago. Senior Torrence 
Marshall was the Big 12’s 
Defensive Newcomer of the 
year. Meanwhile, the 
Sooners found a gem in 
walk-on Roger Steffen, who 


Otlchoma Sports information 
Quenton Griffin showed poten- 
tial after being pulled from a 
redshirt season, rushing for 285 
yards and averaging 6.5 yards 
per carry. 


provided solid play last year. 

The key for the defense’s improvement may hinge on 
the line’s development. All four starters return from a year 
ago, in ends Corey Heinecke and Corey Callens and tackles 
Bary Holleyman and Ryan Fisher. The problem has been 
the lack of pressure the line puts on opposing quarterbacks. 
Against Texas, the Sooners had to blitz continuously and 
got burnt doing it. 

Nowhere was the difference in OU’s turnaround more 
obvious than on special teams, where the Sooners went 
from being a joke to spectacular. They were 15th nationally 
in punt returns, sixth in kickoff returns and seventh in net 
punting last year. 

Both place-kicker Tim Duncan, who converted on 11-of- 
16 field goals, and punter Jeff Ferguson, an honorable men- 
tion All-Big 12 pick, are back. Gone are kickoff return spe- 
cialist Brandon Daniels and punt returner Jarrail Jackson. 
Both were ranked in the top-10 nationally. J.T. Thatcher 
will assume the responsibility for both. A year ago, 
Thatcher averaged 36.5 yards per kickoff return, including 
an 81-yard return vs. Oklahoma State. 

The Sooners’ schedule sets up for a fast start with home 
non-conference games against Texas-El Paso, Arkansas 
State and Rice. They open up Big 12 play in Norman 
against Kansas. i — By Dan O'Kane 
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PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS: 

Quarterback Josh Heupel is 
being mentioned as a Heisman a 
Trophy candidate. Sophomore SOW) 
receivers Antwone Savage, 

Curtis Fagan and Andre Woolfolk could be the best 
trio in the Big 12. On defense, junior linebacker Rocky 
Calmus is a potential All-American while senior line- 
backer Torrence Marshall is a big-play maker. 


WEAKNESSES: 

OU needs to replace three starters in the offensive 
line, including first-round pick Stockar McDougle, and 
there is virtually no experienced depth at running back. 
Three of the top four in the secondary have little experi- 
ence as starters. 


FINDING A PLACE 

J.T. Thatcher could be this year's 
version of Brandon Daniels. Not just 
because he is expected to return kick- 
offs like Daniels did a year ago, but 
after shuffling from position to posi- 
tion, he has found a place to settle. 
Thatcher, who has played running 
back and quarterback, is listed as the 
starting free safety. In the spring 
game, he picked off three passes and 
return two for touchdowns. 


CONFERENCE FINISH: 


$11 
S18 
$25 


Indiana St. 
Baylor 
@ Louisville 


GOING BOTH WAYS 

Oklahoma toyed with the idea of playing Woolfolk at 
receiver and in the secondary. As a redshirt freshman 
last year, the Denver, Colo., native shifted from defen- 
sive back to receiver. “He's got a defensive background, 
and he was in the secondary early here,” Coach Bob 
Stoops said. “He's got a good understanding of what 
we're doing. Certainly, we need to get him more repeti- 
tions back there. He’s got a lot of natural ability. We're 
going to use him there until we see where we're at with 
some of the other corners.” 


Andre Woolfolk 60 


Frank Romero 63 3 Jr. i Sr. | 
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1999 RECORD: 7-5 
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AGGIES 


any of Texas A&M's veteran holdovers from the 
1998 Big 12 championship team admit now that 
they had it all wrong. They assumed — due in part 
to a lack of experience in that particular situation — that 
getting to the top of a premier football conference and gain- 
ing a foothold among the nation’s elite powers was the 
hardest part. 

In reality, though, getting to the top was a piece of cake 
compared to how difficult it was to stay there. The ‘99 
Aggies had that lesson 
pounded into their heads 
time and time again. 

There was the 21-19 loss 
at Texas Tech that dashed 
A&M's national title hopes, 
the humiliation of the 51-6 
beating at Oklahoma and 
the dejection of the 37-0 
pounding at Nebraska. And 
even when the Aggies 
enjoyed a_ feel-good 
moment, beating then No. 5 
Texas in the regular-season 
finale, the point was again 
hammered home in a 24-0 
loss to Penn State in the 
Alamo Bowl. 

Against bowl-eligible 
teams last year, the Aggies 
were just 2-4. In Big 12 road 
games, they were 1-3. Anda 
program that hadn't been 
shutout since 1988 was 
blanked twice in the same 
season. 

Those memories — hard- 
ly the stuff of elite programs 
— are both a source of 
embarrassment and motiva- 
tion to the 2000 Aggies. 
A&M, which began last year 
ranked in the Top 10, probably 
overestimated itself and underesti- 
mated far too many opponents in 1999. That won’t be a 
problem in 2000, the Aggies say. 

“We were (ranked) high early in the season, but when 
we started losing, we didn’t know what was going on,” 
senior defensive back Michael Jameson said. “We had kind 
of gotten spoiled. We had won the South Division two 
straight times and won the Big 12 championship in ‘98. In 
the back of our minds, we probably thought it would be 
handed to us, and we didn’t have to go out and get it. 

“But we got our eyes opened last year. I think we all 
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TEXAS A&M 


Ja’Mar Toombs, who was moved back to full- 
back (from tailback) in the spring, rushed for 583 
yards and nine touchdowns a year ago. 


realize now that we are going to have to go out and fight 
every weekend to get that ring again. That’s what we want 
so badly that we can taste it.” 

Many prognosticators believe the Aggies will again be 
tasting humble pie in 2000. A&M, after all, is without a 
proven performer at quarterback, has no real experience at 
tailback, has concerns along the offensive line, features a 
rebuilt secondary, has big questions in the kicking game 
and has four new assistant coaches on the staff. 

But as R.C. Slocum 
enters his 12th season as 
the Aggies’ head coach, 
he seems quite comfort- 
able in the realization that 
rarely is anything ever as 
good or as bad as it 
seems. 


The 1999 Aggies 
weren't as talented as 
many presumed. 


Likewise, Slocum hints 
that the 2000 Aggies may 
not be as troubled as 
some think. 

“One of the things I’ve 
addressed with the team 
this year is expectations,” 
said Slocum, the win- 
ningest coach in A&M 
history. “Some of the peo- 
ple that may be limiting 
us this year, saying we're 
not going to be very 
good, that doesn’t matter. 
It’s what we do and how 
we develop chemistry 
and those types of things 
that matter. I think it will 
be a fun coaching chal- 
lenge for us.” 

As usual, the Aggies appear to 
have the defense to contend for the 
title. The front seven returns intact 
and has a chance to be dominant. Seniors Rocky Bernard, 
Ron Edwards and Ronald Flemons form a solid defensive 
front, while sophomore Ty Warren has the potential to be 
the best defensive lineman at A&M since Sam Adams. 

The linebacker corps is possibly as deep as it’s ever 
been. Senior outside linebacker Jason Glenn is a potential 
superstar, while Roylin Bradley, Cornelius Anthony and 
Brian Gamble all return as starters. But backup linebackers 
like Christian Rodriguez, Harold Robertson, Jared Morris 
and Damien West could probably start at most schools. 


Even in the secondary, where the Aggies lose three 
starters from a year ago, A&M appears to be solid. 
Jameson, who had five interceptions and three touchdowns 
in 1999, is a big-play specialist. So is his former high school 
teammate, junior cornerback Jay Brooks, who scored two 
touchdowns in ‘99 and forced the game-winning fumble 
against Texas. Sophomores Sammy Davis and Terrance 
Kiel, who both played well as true freshmen, should fill the 
other two starting spots in the defensive backfield. 

“We have a chance be dominant on defense,” Glenn 
said. “We have some outstanding athletes on this defense, 
and we feel like we have something to prove after last 
year.” 

Offensively, the Aggies have some atoning to do. A&M 
rose to power in the in the mid-1980s and ‘90s with great 
defense and a strong run- 
ning game. But for the 
most part, the running 
game deserted A&M in 
‘99, In three conference 


| 64 yards at Oklahoma and 
only 2 yards at Nebraska. 
The Aggies didn’t have a 
100-yard rushing perfor- 
mance from any individual 
until the 10th game and 
had just one run of more 
than 30 yards all year. 

The Aggies’ lack of 
speed at tailback was a 
glaring weakness, and 
A&M hopes that redshirt 
Tam AM Gon Veron Lreshman Richard 
Chris Taylor was A&M's leading Whitaker can change that. 
receiver with 33 catches for591 Whitaker, who had an 
yards and four touchdowns. excellent spring, is listed 

ahead of the bigger and 
more powerful Joe Weber, a highly regarded recruit who 
rushed for 278 yards as a true freshman. 

But perhaps the most pressing issue on offense is at 
quarterback, where redshirt freshman Colby Freeman and 
sophomores Mark Farris and Vance Smith are battling to 
fill the vacancy created by the departure of Randy 
McCown. Farris, Smith and Freeman have a combined 11 
collegiate completions. While Freeman redshirted last sea- 
son, Farris and Smith played sparingly in mop-up situa- 
tions last year. 

Each of the three prospects seems to have at least one 
element working in his favor. Smith, for example, has a 
rifle arm. Farris, who played minor league baseball, is 25 
and may have the most maturity to open the season at 
Notre Dame. Freeman, an option quarterback in high 
school, has the best mobility of the group. 

All had their impressive moments during the spring, but 
no one was consistent enough to distinguish himself as the 
clear-cut leader. Still, Slocum remains upbeat about the sit- 
uation. 

“We'll be young, but I think one of those quarterbacks 
will give us the ability to have a chance to win,” Slocum 
said. “I don’t think we'll be in a situation where we can’t 
win because we just don’t have enough production from 
our quarterback.” ll — By Rusty Burson 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

The Aggies can play defense 
with anybody. A&M, which fin- 
ished 13th nationally in total 
defense in 1999, returns eight 
starters and could be even better in 2000. And if the 
Aggies can find a quarterback to get them the ball, wide 
receivers Chris Taylor and Bethel Johnson are big- 
play specialists. 


WEAKNESSES 

A&M will most certainly miss All-American punter 
Shane Lechler, and the quarterback situation is a major 
source of concern. Plus, the Aggies’ offensive line has 
only one player, center Seth McKinney, who would 
qualify as a dominant blocker. 


NEW/OLD ROLE 

Late in 1999, when A&M went to a 
big backfield set featuring 265-pound Se 
Ja’'Mar Toombs at tailback, the Prepay pda cle 
Aggies enjoyed their most successful [RR 
rushing days of the season. But hav- [RG 
ing the bullish Toombs at tailback pus paver 
also came with a price. The Aggies 023 @Oklahoma 
could not run to the outside and had (JeKUMMeENTIIERS 
no real breakaway threat. Toombs Mes @ Nebraska 
had voiced displeasure at the idea of [RRS 
moving back to fullback, but he readi- [ype 
ly accepted that role in the spring and 
vowed to be a better blocker. 


1999 RECORD: 8-4 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 5-3 
W, 37-17 
W, 62-13 
W, 23-6 
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REPLACING SHANE 

In the battle to replace punter Lechler, who R.C. 
Slocum called the team's MVP the last two years, walk- 
on Timm Gergeni had a better spring than Lechler’s 
younger brother, Derek. As a result, Gergeni, a redshirt 
freshman, is listed as the first-team punter going into 
two-a-days. Neither Gergeni nor the younder Lechler is 
likely to make A&M fans forget about Shane, a two-time 
All-American and a fifth-round draft pick of the Oakland 
Raiders. 


Bethel Johnson 
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TEXAS TECH 
RED RAIDERS 


s the offensive coordinator at Kentucky, Mike Leach 
made Tim Couch a household name. 

In his only season as the offensive coordinator at 
Oklahoma a year ago, Leach took junior college transfer 
Josh Heupel and turned him into the Big 12 Offensive 
Newcomer of the Year. 

Now, as Leach begins his first season as the head coach 
at Texas Tech, he hopes that Kliff Kingsbury can become 
the next quarterback to thrive in his pass-happy offensive 
system. poten aes 

If you haven't heard of 
Kingsbury, don’t worry — 
you will. He will be a major 
cog in the Red Raiders’ 
offensive engine, which 
Leach plans to have revved 
and ready this fall. 

As for Leach, he will try 
to emerge from the shadow 
of Spike Dykes, who retired 
at the conclusion of the 1999 
season after 13 years as the 
Red Raiders’ head coach. 
While Leach may have a 
hard time matching Dykes’ 
legendary West Texas wit, 
the Wyoming native is more 
concerned with transform- 
ing Texas Tech into a 
national title contender. 

“The new coaches have 
put a deep emphasis on 
winning the national cham- 
pionship; that’s what they 
say they’re here to do,”’ 
sophomore linebacker 
Lawrence Flugence said. 
“That's what we're here to 
do. Before, there was a lot of 
talk about winning the Big 


emphasis on the national champi- 
onship. These coaches are here to take us to another level.” 
Last season was a roller coaster ride for the Red Raiders. 
Heisman hopeful Ricky Williams had his season washed 
out by an injured knee in a season-opening loss against 
Arizona State. Two weeks later, Texas Tech lost at home to 
North Texas before rebounding to topple fifth-ranked 
Texas A&M the following week. Losses to Missouri and 
Texas by a combined score of 92-14 preceded a 38-28 win 
over Oklahoma in the 1999 finale. 
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Ricky Williams, who gained 1,582 yards as a 
12 championship and the Big 12 sophomore, returns after missing last season 
South. There wasn’t too much witha knee injury. 


Leach was on the Oklahoma sideline that day as the Red 
Raiders overcame a 21-10 first-half deficit to claim the vic- 
tory. Making his first career start that day was Kingsbury, 
who threw for 259 yards and three touchdowns. 

As a redshirt freshman last year, Kingsbury attempted 
57 passes all season. He may be asked to throw that many 
when the Red Raiders square off against Utah State in the 
season opener in Lubbock. He demonstrated his grasp of 
the new offense, which relies on short drops and quick 
passes, during a solid spring 
that culminated in his 24-of- 
36, 321-yard performance in 
the Red-Black spring game. 

“T don’t think I’m really 
close to being as sharp as I 
want to be,”” Kingsbury said. 
“T’ve got to get where it’s 
natural. I think I’ll eventually 
get there.” 

When Kingsbury does get 
there, his receivers will be 
waiting. Senior receivers Tim 
Baker and Derek Dorris, who 
combined for 41 catches a 
year ago, can expect a lot 
more passes thrown their 
way this season. Dorris and 
junior Darrell Jones will start 
at the outside positions while 
Baker will team with junior 
King Scovell in the slot. 
Another player that has the 
Texas Tech coaching staff 
buzzing is junior transfer 
James Wegener, who has 
blazing speed and could 
crack the starting lineup. 

While Kingsbury will 
spend a great deal of time 
throwing the ball, he will 
also hand it off to a pair of tailbacks 
with the same last name and identical 
game-breaking ability. 

As Ricky Williams watched from the sideline last season 
as he rehabilitated his injured knee, true freshman Shaud 
Williams stepped in and stepped up for Texas Tech. The 
first-year runner from Andrews, Texas, showed why he 
was one of the state’s top backfield recruits by leading the 
Red Raiders with 658 yards and seven touchdowns on the 
ground. He will team with a healthy Ricky Williams, who 
was held out of contact drills during the spring, to form 
one of the top tailback tandems in the Big 12. 


Both players will be running behind a massive offensive 
line, which consists of three players who are 6-foot-5 or 
taller. Junior Paul Erickson will step into the left tackle spot 
vacated by first-team All-Big 12 performer Jonathan Gray, 
who is now with the Dallas Cowboys. Another new starter, 
junior Matt Heider, who was moved from tackle to guard 
this spring, will join Erickson on the left side. Sophomores 
Rex Richards and J,J. Williams are penciled in as the 
starters at right tackle and right guard, respectively, while 
senior Kyle Sanders returns at center. 

Defensively, the Red Raiders must replace seven 
starters, including all three linebackers and both corner- 
backs. 

Seniors Devin Lemons and Kris Kocurek return along 
with sophomore Robert Wyatt on the defensive line, which 
should be the strength of 
the Red Raider defense. All 
three players, including 
sophomore Aaron Hunt, 
who steps in for the 
departed Taurus Rucker at 
left end, run well and can 
pressure the quarterback. 

The linebacking corps is 
led by senior John 
Norman, a speedy 6-1, 225- 
pounder who will move 
up from the safety position 
he played a season ago. 
One of the most athletic 
players on the Texas Tech 
roster, Norman led the Red 
Raiders in punt and kickoff 
returns a season ago. He 
has gained 15 pounds. 

“John Norman will 
never come off the football 
field,’’ new Texas Tech 
defensive coordinator Greg 
McMackin said. “There can’t be many better athletes in the 
Big 12.” 

Senior Dorian Pitts and sophomore Flugence will fill the 
other two spots at linebacker. Like Norman, Pitts is a con- 
verted defensive back and Flugence recorded six tackles in 
limited playing time last season. Although the trio may not 
have a great deal of experience at the linebacker position, 
they certainly have the speed and the athleticism to com- 
pensate. 

The Red Raider defensive backs spent the spring adapt- 
ing to McMackin’s zone package, which, as the defensive 
coordinator at Hawaii last season, he used to help the 
Rainbow Warriors improve from 0-12 to 9-4. The lone 
returning starter in the secondary is strong safety Kevin 
Curtis, who will shift from free safety to make room for fel- 
low senior Mark Washington. Senior Brian Giddens and 
junior Antwan Alexander will start on the corners. 

As the defensive backs get more comfortable changing 
from a man-to-man to a zone scheme, they should have the 
opportunity to make more big plays. That will put them on 
par with the offense, which will be making a lot of big 
plays this fall. 

Haven't heard of Kliff Kingsbury? Get ready to hear a 
lot about him and the explosive Red Raiders, as they con- 
tend for the Big 12 South title. ™l — By Shawn Heilbron 


Returning starter Kris Kocurek, 
a senior tackle, gives the Red 
Raiders valuable experience on 
the defensive line. 


|X Derek Dorris. ete 200 Sr. 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS 

Mike Leach proved last sea- 
son at Oklahoma that it doesn't 
take long to turn a program 
around. His quick-strike offense 
will allow Kliff Kingsbury to flourish. The passing 
game will generate the headlines, but the backfield duo 
of Ricky Williams and Shaud Williams wil! win the 
games. 


WEAKNESSES 

The secondary could be the Achilles’ heel of an inex- 
perienced, but athletic defense. Antwan Alexander 
and Brian Giddens are solid, but they will have to 
prove it against teams that try and pick apart their zone 
coverages. The Red Raiders also come into the season 
with little experience at the tight end 
position, which Leach plans to utilize 
as a pass-catching threat in his 


offense. $6 @ArizonaSt. 
$11 @La.-Lafayette 
$18 North Texas 

CHANGING PLACES 02 Texas A&M 


Junior Jamaal Crisp and redshirt Rag 
freshman Mickey Peters were quar- aes 
terbacks when last season ended. 030 
Now, they are a receiver and a defen- [Rj 
sive back, respectively. The reason? ve 
Leach loves B.J. Symons and 6-6 
redshirt freshman Nathan Chandler, both of whom are 


the outstanding quarterback prospects. 


Colorado 
Baylor 

@ Missouri 
lowa State 
@ Texas 
Oklahoma 


TRADING OPPONENTS 

Texas Tech was scheduled to open the season at 
Auburn, but opted out after Wyoming agreed to give up 
its home game against Utah State to play Auburn on the 
road. Utah State will now play in Lubbock on Sept. 2 
instead of Laramie. 


BACK TO TEXAS 

Junior transfer James Wegener arrived in Lubbock 
via City College of San Francisco, but he is actually from 
The Woodlands, which is just outside of Houston. 


DEPTH CHART, 


@ Oklahoma St. 


1999 RECORD: 6-5 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 5-3 


L, 31-13 
W, 38-17 
L, 21-14 
W, 21-19 
L, 41-21 
W, 31-10 
W, 35-7 
L, 17-10 
W, 28-16 

L, 58-7 
W, 38-28 


Devin Lemons 222 Sr. 
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_ ColeRoberts 66 245 Ir Lamont Anderson 6-1 283 So, 
RAT Rex Richards 6-5 299 So. LT Kris Kocurek 65 293 Sr. 
Toby Ceci! 4-262 Fr. Lamony Anderson’ 6-1 283) ‘So. 

| RG J.J, Williams 66 277 So. LE Aaron Hunt 63 239 So, 
‘Lance Williams” 6&2 306 Jr. Will Culpepper 62 232 Sr. 

ac Kyle Sanders 6-2 300 Sr. LB Dorian Pitts 6-4 210 Sr, 


_ Casey Keck ‘63 247 Fr Lennard Christensen6-2 200 So. 
“LG = Matt Heider 65 306 Jr. LB Lawrence Flugence 6-1 221 So. 
_ Lance Williams 62 306° Jr, ~ ‘MichaefWilborn = =6-0 266 Sr. 
LT Paul Erickson 65 284 Jr, LB John Norman 6-1 225 Sr. 
> Mohn’ DePasquale 6:4 277 Sr. Jason Wesley 5-11 201 Fr. 
Zz Darrell Jones 6-3 195 Jr. CB Antwan Alexander 6-0 199 Jr. 
"Carlos Francis 5-9. 198. Fr. Eric Cooper 5-11 194 Fr. 
OB KIiff Kingsbury 6-4 200 So FS Mark Washington 6-0 190 Sr. 
BA. Symons: 62° 204 Fr. Paul McClendon 510 178 Jr. 
RB Ricky Williams 5-9 195 Jr. SS Kevin Curtis 6-3 209 Jr. 
Rickey Hunter 5-10°190 Sr Ryan Aycock 60 187 Fr. 
“HB Shaud Williams 58 171 So. CB Brian Giddens 5-10 186 Sr. 
| James Easterling 5-11 201 Sn. Derrick Briggs 510 168 Sr. 
PK Chris Birkholz 6-0 184 Sr. P Eric Rosiles 6-0 200 Sr. 
eben pietauaieye ni saberiaion GS) 
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klahoma State has ranked among the nation’s best 
defensive teams during the Bob Simmons era. 
Changes can be expected when losses start piling 
up — and OSU is coming off back-to-back 5-6 seasons. 

But Simmons is being careful not to throw the baby out 
with the bath water. 

Despite losing four assistant coaches (including offen- 
sive coordinator Ron Calcagni and defensive coordinator 
Rob Ryan), the Cowboys will continue to play the same 
attack-style defense that 
allowed them to rank 10th 
nationally in yards allowed 
one year ago. 

“The system is here, and 
it’s just a matter of how it’s 
going to be coached,” 
Simmons said. “Because a 
person leaves, that doesn’t 
mean the system leaves.” 

The sigh of relief you 
heard came from senior 
defensive tackle Zac Akin. 

“When coach Ryan left, | 
was almost just frightened 
to death that we were going 
to lose the scheme,” he said. 
“You don’t want to learn a 
new scheme your senior 
year, and plus, I was just so 
comfortable, and I know the 
scheme like nothing else.” 

Akin believes Oklahoma 
State will be solid defensive- 
ly once again, even though 
the Cowboys lost four 
senior linebackers (Kenyatta 
Wright, Raymond Cato, Jack 
Golden, Tarrell Knauls) who 
combined for 748 career 
tackles. 

“Yeah, we lost some line- 
backers, but we didn’t lose 


backer spot,” said Akin. 

The new corps of linebackers will come from a pool of 
players led by Dwayne Levels, who split time with the 
seniors last season. Levels is regarded among the top junior 
middle linebackers in the country by NFL draft analyst Mel 
Kiper Jr. 

“In certain situations, we would take Kenyatta out and 
put him in,” Simmons said. “That’s the kind of confidence 
our staff had in him.” 

Akin said it will be the job of the defensive line to clog 
up the middle, allowing new headhunters like Chris Carter, 
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OKLAHOMA STATE 
COWBOYS 


igs Tony Lindsay, whose junior season was short- 
any speed, which is the key to the ened to six games by injuries, passed for 767 
whole defense is speed at the line- yards and five touchdowns. 


a former safety who grew into a linebacker role, and Greg 
Richmond to chase ball-carriers. 

The linebackers were the glamour players for OSU last 
season, but the defensive line was quietly wreaking havoc. 
Defensive ends Juqua Thomas and Zac Warner shared the 
team lead in sacks. Thomas, Warner and another defensive 
end, Kevin Williams, combined for 30 tackles behind the 
line of scrimmage. All of them return. 

Simmons wants new defensive coordinator Mike 
Cassity, who tutored the sec- 
ondary and was co-defensive 
coordinator last season, to turn 
up the heat without getting 
burnt. Though the Cowboys 
grudgingly gave up yards, 
opponents sometimes max- 
protected quarterbacks and 
bought time for receivers to 
beat man-to-man coverage. 
Home run plays contributed to 
OSU ranking just 54th in scor- 
ing defense. 

The Cowboys would be 
better equipped to make plays 
in the defensive backfield if 
cornerback Jacoby Shepherd 
had not forfeited his final year 
of eligibility to enter the NFL 
draft. Shepherd was a part- 
time starter as a junior, but he 
was picked in the second 
round by the St. Louis Rams. 

Sophomore safety Chris 
Massey, the top high school 
player in Oklahoma two years 
ago, will become a full-time 
starter and get cornerback help 
from Alvin Porter, Marcus 
Jones and junior college trans- 
fer Michael Cooper. 

Akin thinks OSU’s chances 
of being a dominant defense 
again will be helped if the Cowboy 
offense can control the clock. 

“If we are on the field the whole 
time, it’s going to be a struggle and you are going to get 
burned,” he said. “If you attack and attack and attack, 
you're going to lose one and that’s the way the defense is.” 

Oklahoma State was supbar on offense last season, rank- 
ing 73rd in scoring and 92nd in total yards. Those numbers 
caused Simmons pursue a new offensive coordinator. 
Taking the reins is Del Miller, a former Southwest Missouri 
State head coach who helped Bill Snyder resurrect the 
Kansas State program. 

“When you bring in a new person with the background 


of what coach Miller has and the success that he has, I think 
that brings the excitement and enthusiasm to the offense 
because they’ve seen where he’s been and how he’s been 
successful,” said Simmons. 

“Not only has he had a 1,000-yard back, but he’s also 
had big-time receivers, and that sends a strong message 
that we should not be afraid to throw the ball provided that 
we know what we're doing.” 

OSU closed spring drills to the public so that new wrin- 
kles could be added in secrecy. Players were advised not to 
let the cat out of the bag, although it is certain that one of 
the changes will involve go-to tight end Marcellus Rivers 
moving to the outside. 

Oklahoma State’s offense never really had a chance last 
season. Starting quarterback Tony Lindsay suffered a knee 
injury in the second quar- 
ter of the opener that 
caused him to miss four 
games. He missed another 
game because of a shoul- 
der injury, and the 
Cowboys went 2-3 with 
j him on the sideline. 

Just as damaging as 
Lindsay’s absence was the 
failure of a young and 
inexperienced offensive 
line to develop. The 
Cowboys never estab- 
lished the run, averaging 
3.1 yards a pop. That 
ranked next-to-last in the 
Big 12. Also, no OSU run- 
ning back cracked the 100- 
yard barrier in a game last 
season. The last time that 

~atm» Happened was 1967. Hey 
Defensive end Kevin Williams Barry Sanders, want to 
started 10 games asaredshirt come back and use that 
freshman. He had 28 tackles, final year of eligibility? 
including two sacks and recov- “Everybody is ganging 
ered two fumbles. up on (the run),” said 
Simmons. “Obviously what you've got to do offensively 
now is be diverse and not only continue to run the ball but 
also have the ability and the know-how to throw the foot- 
ball.” 

Lindsay is back for a fourth year at the controls, but 
needs to stay healthy and will break in a new crew of 
receivers, led by sophomore Willie Young, who flashed big 
potential during spring drills. 

Tailback Jamaal Fobbs, who led the Cowboys in rushing 
last season, despite sharing time with starter Nathan 
Simmons, is back for a farewell campaign. His new tag- 
team partner is junior Reggie White, who could be poised 
for a break-out year. 

The offensive line wants to use last season as a learning 
experience. The Cowboys are older and wiser up front. 

“There are people who can just step on the field and be 
superstars automatically,” said offensive tackle Josh Lind. 
“But there are guys that take stepping stones. I think for 
offensive linemen, that’s usually how it works because high 
school to college, that’s a huge difference.” 

And it helps that the offensive linemen get to go head- 
to-head against one of the Big 12’s best defensive lines dur- 
ing practices. 

“We used to just pound them bad,” said Akin. “Now, 
they at least hold their own.” ll — By Jimmie Tramel 


AG Sryan Phillips 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS: 

How many teams have a 
four-year starter at QB? OSU ee 
boasts one in Tony Lindsay. OW ISIoOm 
The Cowboys also lay claim to 


one of the best defensive lines in the Big 12. 


WEAKNESSES: 

Thanks to back-to-back 5-6 seasons, the Cowboys 
seem to have lost momentum built by an 8-4 Alamo 
Bowl trip in 1997. OSU will have to repair a lackluster 
running game in order to be a postseason threat in 2000. 


CHANGING OF THE STAFF 

Assistant head coach Tommy Kaiser called it quits 
after spring drills. Kaiser, who has been on the OSU staff 
since the Pat Jones era, served as 
the Cowboys' recruiting coordinator 1999 RECORD: 5-6 
while coaching tight ends and special CONFERENCE FINISH: 3-5 
teams. Kaiser became the fourth OSU #tE 
assistant to depart. Offensive coordi- J s W, 46-9 
nator Ron Calcagni was fired. 
Defensive coordinator Rob Ryan and 
offensive line coach Ronnie 
Vinklarek took NFL jobs. 


SHOWING HIS STUFF 

Junior tailback Reggie White 
took advantage of Jamaal Fobbs’ 
injury absence and rushed 17 times for 160 yards in the 
spring game. White scored three TDs, including a 70- 
yard run. Fobbs missed the final week of spring drills 
with a shoulder injury. 


TIGER MISSING 

Backup quarterback B.J. Tiger, who started five 
games last season, was suspended indefinitely after 
being arrested for possession of marijuana with intent to 
distribute. The new backup will be sophomore Ben 
Bowling, who logged valuable playing time as a true 
freshman, or redshirt freshman Aso Pogi. 


"65 285 Jr, 
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W, 24-7 


BAYLOR 
BEARS 


s the temperatures rise in central Texas each spring, 

so too do the hopes of Baylor fans that in the fall 

their football team will finally emerge from the Big 

12 South Division cellar for the first time in four sea- 
sons. 

Since joining the Big 12 in 1996, Baylor has had the same 
number of conference wins as it has head coaches (three). 
With a total of nine wins in four seasons, the Bears haven't 
had much to grow! about in a conference dominated by 
perennial national heavy- 
weights Nebraska, Kansas 
State, Texas and Texas 
A&M. 

Forgive second-year 
head coach Kevin Steele for 
believing that his program 
is on the right track. Despite 
winning just one game in 
his first season at the helm, 
Steele is filled with opti- 
mism about the direction his 
program is headed. 

“The goal of every off- 
season program is the same: 
to get better,” Steele said. 
“We've worked diligently to 
assess the strengths and 
weaknesses of the 1999 
team. 

“As disappointing as last 
season was in terms of wins 
and losses, there were some 
things that make us look to 
the future with a tremen- 
dous amount hope.” 

Hope is the vessel that 
has carried Steele through 
the offseason after a 1999 
campaign in which his Bears 
were outscored by an aver- 
age of 25 points per game. 
After dropping heart- 


Baylor Sports Information 


four points in the season's first tions as a junior. 

two games, Baylor was knocked 

dizzy with consecutive setbacks to Oklahoma and Texas by 
a combined score of 103-10. A 23-10 win over North Texas 
kept the Bears from suffering their first winless campaign 
in 30 years. 

“We're not going to look back at the 1999 season and 
think about payback,” Steele said. “Our theme is to pay for- 
ward. We want to invest so heavily in work ethic this off- 
season, spring and summer conditioning that we have no 
intent of giving up on our investment.” 


104 JUNE/JULY 2000 


Derek Lagway, a 244-pound senior, gives the 
wre nching losses to Boston Bears a powerful fullback, who is a solid runner 
College and UNLV by a combined (215 yards) and blocker. He also had 12 recep- 


One area in which Steele has invested a great deal of 
time and energy this offseason is the offense, which was 
mired in the Big 12 basement after averaging a meager 12.5 
points and 230.1 yards per contest a season ago. That 
should change this fall. 

Inconsistency at the quarterback position killed the 
Bears, who never got their passing game out of first gear. 
After rotating Jermaine Alfred, Odell James and Michael 
Odum in and out of the lineup last year, Steele will rely on 
former University of 
Texas prospect Greg 
Cicero to jump-start his 
offense in 2000. 

Cicero was recruited 
along with Major 
Applewhite to Texas in 
1997 and was locked in a 
race with Applewhite for 
the backup job during the 
spring of 1998 when his 
knee — and his career at 
Texas — blew out. The 
Anaheim, Calif., native 
spent last fall at Palomar 
(Calif.) College before 
signing with Baylor. 

With a chance to finally 

prove himself at the 
major college level, 
Cicero will have a poten- 
tial All-Big 12 candidate 
to throw to in junior 
flanker Andra Fuller. 
Baylor’s leading receiver 
a year ago, Fuller caught 
26 passes and showed 
excellent speed in the 
open field. In order for 
the Bears to maintain pos- 
sessions and move the 
ball down the field, Fuller 
will need to double his 
reception total in 2000. 
While Baylor will try to throw deep to 
Fuller, the Bears are anything but 
deep at the receiver position heading 
into the fall. 

Depth isn’t a problem in the backfield, where seniors 
Darrell Bush and Derek Lagway give Baylor one of the best 
tailback-fullback combinations in the Big 12. Bush was elec- 
tric at times last year, and what he lacks in size (5-9, 194 
pounds), he compensates for with his quick feet. 

In sharp contrast to the speedy Bush is Lagway, a 
human bowling ball who is equally adept making holes as 
he is running through them. 


“Derek Lagway is on his way to being in the best shape 
that he can be,” Steele said. “He’s a big power guy who can 
be a one-back/ tailback type, or he can be a blocking full- 
back. He catches the ball well and has a lot of athleticism.” 

Baylor’s offensive line is anchored by center Joe Jackson, 
but the key player may be right tackle Greg Jerman, who 
was moved over from the left side during the spring. Ethan 
Kelley, the starter at left guard in 1999, moves to the out- 
side in 2000 to take Jerman’s spot at left tackle. 

With a new quarterback and impact players at the skill 
positions, the offense should be vastly improved; however, 
Steele knows that the Bears have to concentrate on funda- 
mentals to be successful on offense. 

“Ultimately, it comes down to being able to make first 
downs, score points and keep the time of possession on our 
side,” Steele said. 

Last season, Baylor 
held the ball for just under 
26 minutes per game, 
nearly nine minutes less 
than the opposition. With 
the inability to sustain 
offensive drives, the Bears 
were forced to rely upon a 
defense that bent — and 
broke. 

“We played a lot of 
combinations last year and 
had a lot of different guys 
on the field,” Steele said. 
“At times we showed 
glimpses of being a 
defense that can improve 
weekly, and that’s what 
we have to do.” 

The Bears return three 
starters in the secondary, 
which should be the 
strength of the defensive 
unit. Seniors Daniel 
Wilturner and Gary Baxter 
are solid at the corners. The safeties, junior Samir Al-Amin 
and redshirt freshman Matt Amendola, are big-time hitters 
who are also capable in coverage. 

Senior middle linebacker Kris Micheaux, who recorded 
85 tackles, including a team-high eight for a loss in just nine 
games, anchors the linebacking corps. He will be flanked 
by senior McKinley Bowie and redshirt freshman Anthony 
Simmons. If Micheaux and Bowie can stay healthy, and 
Simmons can transform his potential into production, this 
unit could be a pleasant surprise. 

The greatest area of concern is along the defensive line, 
where the Bears must overcome inexperience and a serious 
lack of depth. Only one senior will start up front, and the 
top seven backups consist of one junior, three sophomores 
and three redshirt freshmen. Senior Eric Clay, a converted 
linebacker, and sophomore Charles Mann will occupy the 
end spots. Inside are junior Ryan Gillenwater and sopho- 
more Kevin Stevenson. 

“We've got some promise up front, we just have to get 
the attitude right and get them playing with a reckless 
abandon,” Steele said. 

Attitudes may be on the rise in Waco, but unless the 
Bears can take advantage of an early-season schedule that 
has them playing three of their first four games at home, it 
could be another long year — and another last-place finish 
— for Baylor in 2000.  — By Shawn Heilbron 
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Tailback Darrell Bush rushed 
for 682 yards and two touch- 
downs as a junior. He also 
caught 14 passes. 


PROJECTED 
2000 FINISH: 


STRENGTHS: 

The Bears are solid in the 
backfield, where Darrell Bush 
and Derek Lagway are the 
leaders of a deep running back 
corps. Both players should benefit from an improved 
passing attack engineered by Greg Cicero, who may be 
Baylor's best passing quarterback since Cody Carlson. 


WEAKNESSES: 
Don’t count on the Bears to improve a great deal 
upon their 1999 sack total of 15. Their defensive line 
may be bigger and stronger than it was a year ago, but it 
is still very short on depth and speed. Also, Baylor will 
have new faces at punter and kicker after the graduation 
of kicking specialist Kyle Atteberry. Atteberry's consis- 
tency in the dual role will be sorely 
missed. 1999 RECORD: 1-10 
CONFERENCE FINISH: 0-8 
NOW A SAFETY 


recruit in 1995, Odell James will bat- BEREMRCResEnCInE 
tle for time at safety this fall. James, Fa 
who was moved to the defensive Bitmron orrree ny 
backfield this spring, was never able ePxMiG crear 


to fulfill his potential at quarterback. 030 @ Kansas St. 
N6 @ Kansas 


N13 Colorado 


NOW 1-A N20 Oklahoma St. 

Baylor's third opponent, South 
Florida, will be making its debut as a Division I-A 
member in 2000, 


POSITIVE MOMENTUM? 

The resiliency of this team again will be tested. After 
suffering through a 1-10 season, including an 0-8 Big 12 
mark, second-year Coach Kevin Steele has openly 
talked about early positive momentum and could get it 
from a September schedule that offers a road game to 
North Texas before three home dates with Minnesota, 
South Florida and lowa State. Last year, the Bears lost 
their first two games by a total of four points. 
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. a S4 @ Boston College L, 30-29 
The nation’s top quarterback BRgtmauniay L, 27-24 
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“One of the largest Husker websites". 
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CHECKBOOK COVERS ® WATCHES ® GLASSES ® APRONS ® KEY 
RINGS ® HATS ® JERSEYS ® LEATHER CHAIRS ® TELEPHONES ® 

PENS ® MAIL BOXES ® PAPER CUBES ® TRASH CANS ® NITELIGHTS ® 
PENCILS * COLLECTIBLES * GOLF PUTTERS ® DOOR MATS ® 
FLAGS ® HUSKER VIDEOS ® BIRD HOUSES ® PLAYING CARDS ® 
SOUP BOWLS ® CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS ® BIBS ® BABY BOTTLES ® 
GOLF BALLS ® RATTLES * CHECKERS ® ORNAMENTS ® YO-YO'S ® 
DOMINOS ® TOY TRUCKS ® PLOWS ® TRACTORS ® DOG JERSEYS ® 
NAPKINS ® PLASTIC CUPS ® HITCH COVERS ® CANDLES ® 
GOLF TOWELS ® WINDSOCKS ® PLASTIC PLATES 
® PUTTER COVERS ® DRIVER COVERS ® 


“Over 300 Husker items and growing 


www.sportsv.com 
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HUSKER 


Husker Radio Network 


Nebraska Network 
Ainsworth KBRB-AM 1400 
Alliance KCOW-AM 1400 
Aurora KLRB-FM 97.3 
Beatrice KWBE-AM 1450 
Broken Bow KCNI-AM 
1280 
Broken Bow KBBN-FM 
98.3 
Chadron KCSR-AM 610 
Columbus KJSK-AM $00 
Columbus KLIR-FM 101.1 
Falls City KTNC-AM 1230 
Falls City KLZA-FM 101.3 
Fremont KHUB-AM 1350 
Fremont KFMT-FM 105.5 
Gr. Island KRGI-AM 1430 
Holdrege KUVR-AM 1380 
Holdredge KUVR-FM 97.7 
Kearney KGFW-AM 1340 
Kearney KQKY-FM 105.9 
Kimball KIMB-AM 1260 
Lexington KRVN-AM 880 
Lincoln KLIN-AM 1400 
Lincoln KFGE-FM 98.1 
McCook KKYT-FM 105.3 
Norfolk KNEN-FM 94.7 
No. Platte KODY-AM 1240 
No. Platte KXNP-FM 103.5 
Omaha KKAR-AM 1290 
Omaha KGDE-FM 101.9 
O'Neill KBRX-AM 1350 
O'Neill KBRX-FM 102.9 
Scottsbluff KNEB-AM 960 
Scottsbluff KNEB-FM 94.1 
Sidney KSID-AM 1340 
Sidney KSID-FM 98.7 
Valentine KVSH-AM 940 
West Point KTIC-AM 840 
York KAWL-AM 1370 


Sioux City, |A KMNS-AM 
620 

Sioux Falls, SD KSFS-AM 
1520 

Shenandoah, IA KKBZ 99.3 
Rapid City, SD KTOQ-AM 
1340 

Winner, SD KWYR-AM 
1260 

Yankton, SD KYNT-AM 
1450 


National Network 
Albuquerque, NM KKIM- 
AM 1000 
Cheyenne, WY KWY-AM 
1630 
Concord, CA KTRB-AM 860 
Dallas, TX KSKY-AM 660 
Denver, CO KNUS-AM 710 
Los Angeles, CA K-LIGHT- 
AM 1390 
Grand Junction, CO KBZS- 
AM 620 
Independence, MO KCTE- 
AM 1510 
Joplin, MO KOCR-AM 1310 
Las Vegas, NV KLAV-AM 
1230 
Loveland, CO KLOV-AM 
1570 
Phoenix, AZ KUKQ-AM 
1060 
Rogers, AK KURM-AM 790 
Seattle, WA KEZX-AM 
1150 
St.Paul, MN WMIN-AM 740 
Wichita, KS KNSS-AM 
1240 
Wichita, KS KGLS-FM 93.1 


+ $7.50 shipping/handling 
Mail Check To: 


MASCOT ART 


343 W. Main Street 
Durham, NC 27701 


1.800.333.6601 


visit us at... 


WWW.mascotart.com 


kids 
husker gear 


with attitude 
All designs available 


on T-shirts and sweatshirts 
Husker Cheerleader 


Toddler A) ine Husker 
Husker N ha Princess 


In Training YOUTH T-SHIRTS: $10.00 each 
2/4, 6/8, 10/12, 14/16 


TODDLER T-SHIRTS: $10.00 each 


Tadd 


YOUTH SWEATSHIRTS: $19.95 each 


SHIPPING: $3.00 first item 
$1.00 each additional item 


FREE SHIPPING: orders over $100 


i| ean Call for a Complete Catalog 
T-SHIRT HUSKERS. ic ahe d stsecg Mila 


www. identitiesonline.com 


gottopaythatbillnow.com 


Pay bills online anytime, anywhere. 


Introducing 24-Hour Banker Online from First National 

Bank of Omaha. It’s simple and convenient to use — with a 
computer and an Internet connection, you can be online 
and in control in minutes! 

2 Use 24-Hour Banker Online to check account bal- 
Gra ances, deposits, withdrawals or transfer funds between ofomaha 
accounts. You can even pay bills online with BillPay. We can’t KITE POS 
think of an easier way to say banking than www.fnbomaha.com Investing in you. 


first national bank 
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Notre Dame leads 7-6-1 
1915 — Nebraska 20, Notre Dame 19 (Lincoln) 
1916 — Notre Dame 20, Nebraska 0 (Lincoln) 
1917 — Nebraska 7, Notre Dame 0 (Lincoln) 
1918 — Nebraska 0, Notre Dame 0 (Lincoln) 
1919 — Notre Dame 14, Nebraska 9 (Lincoln) 
1920 — Notre Dame 16, Nebraska 7 (Lincoln) 
1921 — Notre Dame 7, Nebraska 0 (South Bend) 
1922 — Nebraska 14, Notre Dame 6 (Lincoln) 
1923 — Nebraska 14, Notre Dame 7 (Lincoln) 
1924 — Notre Dame 34, Nebraska 6 (South Bend) 
1925 — Nebraska 17, Notre Dame 0 (Lincoln) 


Cornbusker 1949 


1947 — Notre Dame 31, Nebraska 0 (South Bend) Nebraska’s Cletus Fischer (14) stiff-arms Notre Dame’s Lawrence Coutre during an 
1948 — Notre Dame 44, Nebraska 13 (Lincoln) 18-yard run in the 1948 meeting in Lincoln. The Irish defeated the Huskers 44-13. 
1973 — Nebraska 40, Notre Dame 6 (Orange Bowl) Fischer was later a long-time Nebraska assistant coach. 


oo 


Huskers, Irish s 
briefly renew 4 
series that ais 
included annual 
meetings from 
1915-1925 


By Mike Babcock 


ore than a thousand 
people, the majority of 
them university stu- 
dents, met the 
Nebraska football team 
at the train station in 
Lincoln following its 
return from the Notre Dame game in 
1947. 

The pep band played “There Is No 
Place Like Nebraska” as the train 
pulled in. cheering crowd. The Fighting Irish “That was kind of my sentiment, 

Coach Bernie Masterson and game _hadn’t been as tough as he thought __ too,” Bill Moomey said recently. 
captain Tom Novak addressed the they would be, Novak said. Moomey, who now lives in 


S hs eae 


Nebraska All-America tackle Ed Weir earned the praise of legendary Notre Dame 
Coach Knute Rockne. “I want to say to your face that you’re the greatest tackle and 
the cleanest player | have ever watched,” Rockne told Weir after the 1924 game. 
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Mukwonago, Wis., was among 38 
Cornhuskers who got off the train that 
mid-October morning. 

“T don’t think that was the greatest 
college football team in history,” he 
said of Notre Dame. 

The issue of its greatness was 
raised by Sports Illustrated a few years 
ago. Coach Frank Leahy’s Irish fin- 
ished 9-0 that season, to earn a second 
consecutive national championship. 

They had defeated Nebraska 31-0, 
which made for a curious celebration. 

A similarly enthusiastic throng had 
been on-hand for a sendoff from the 
train station on the Thursday before 
the game. “I didn’t understand the big 
one coming home,” Moomey said. 

Looking back on it, he probably 
does. “It was a big game, playing 
Notre Dame, more so then than now,” 
he said. “It was to celebrate renewing 
ties with the Fighting Irish, I think. 

“T feel that way about this year’s 
game. Wow, I’m glad they’re playing 
Notre Dame again.” 

The Cornhuskers play Notre Dame 
in their second game of the season, on 
Sept. 9 at South Bend, Ind., briefly 
renewing a series that dates to E.O. 
“Jumbo” Stiehm’s final season as head 
coach in 1915. 

Stiehm put Notre Dame on the 
schedule, and it remained through 
1925. The series was even, at 5-5-1, 
when the Fighting Irish decided to dis- 
continue their association with 
Nebraska. 

Part of the problem was the treat- 
ment the team and university officials 
received in Lincoln in 1925. But 
Cornhusker fans claim Nebraska’s five 
victories were a more significant fac- 
tor. 

The Cornhuskers had won three of 
the previous four games in the series, 
and they had handed Notre Dame its 
only loss in four of the seasons during 
that 11-year stretch. 

The teams didn’t meet again until 
1947, in the first of a two-game series 
that included Notre Dame’s coming to 
Lincoln and winning 44-13 in 1948. 
Nebraska snapped its two-game los- 
ing streak against the Irish with a 40-6 
victory in the 1973 Orange Bowl to 
wrap up Bob Devaney’s career as 
coach. 

Even though Nebraska and Notre 
Dame have played each other 14 
times, this season’s trip to South Bend 
will be only the fourth for the 
Cornhuskers, who have yet to win 
there. In addition to the 1947 loss, 
Nebraska fell to Knute Rockne- 
coached teams in 1921 (7-0) and 1924 
(34-6). 

After the 1924 game, Rockne visit- 


” 
r 


| Yianksstving Dar 
NEBRASKA %S. 
NOTRE DAME 


November 26 ——<W0hs 


The cover of the official program sets the stage for the 1925 Thanksgiving Day meet- 


ing in Lincoln. The program included a tribute to the seniors playing their final game, 
including captain Ed Weir, who would earn All-America honors for the second 


straight season. Nebraska won 17-0. 


ed the Nebraska locker room and 
asked to speak to the Cornhuskers’ Ed 
Weir. Nebraska line coach “Pa” 
Schulte pointed out Weir. 

“Weir, I want to say to your face 
that you're the greatest tackle and the 
cleanest player I have ever watched,” 
said Rockne, who was influential in 
getting Weir the national attention 
that led to his becoming Nebraska's 
first two-time football All-American, 
in 1924 and 1925. 

“It takes a real football player to 
shine on a team that is being beaten.” 


A year later, with the Cornhuskers 
leading 17-0 in the fourth quarter at 
Lincoln, Weir recalled exchanging 
glances with Rockne across the 
Memorial Stadium field. 

“I looked over at the Notre Dame 
bench and all of a sudden Rockne saw 
me and broke into his contagious 
grin,” Weir said years later. “He gave 
me a big wink. 

“It was my last game, and no one 
else could know what he meant. But I 
understood.” 

Rockne’s respect for Nebraska went 
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beyond Weir, whose teams were 2-1 
against Notre Dame teams that includ- 
ed the Four Horsemen — though they 
weren't given the nickname until 1924. 

And Nebraska thought enough of 
the legendary Rockne that it contacted 
him about becoming the Cornhuskers’ 
head coach following the resignation 
of Ernie Bearg after the 1928 season. 
Rockne declined, recommending that 
Nebraska consider D.X. Bible for the 
job instead. Bible was hired. 

Anyway, the Fighting Irish played 
at Cartier Field when Nebraska visited 
South Bend in the 1920s. Notre Dame 
Stadium, where the Cornhuskers first 
played in 1947, dates to 1930. 

“That was the greatest football field 
I’ve ever played on,” said Moomey. “It 
was awesome, like the top of a pool 
table. It was flat, with no track around 


Give Nutrition 


it like Nebraska’s. 

“The fans seemed like they were 
right on top of you.” 

When the team arrived in South 
Bend on the Friday before the game, it 
worked out at the stadium. “We were 
like a bunch of country bumpkins,” 
Moomey said. “We had a lot of tough 
kids, just back from the war. But that 
was about the extent of it. It was kind 
of intimidating.” 

Nebraska’s practice field ran east 
and west on the “hill” south of the 
field at Memorial Stadium. 

The South Stadium offices and 
parking lot are there now. 

A tower rose above the Notre 
Dame practice fields, and that’s where 
“Leahy stood,” said Moomey. “That 
way he could supervise things on two 
or three fields at the same time.” 
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1-888-424-9878 * 1-402-421-7550 


www.advocare.com 
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Steve Watterson 
Strength Coach 
Tennessee Pro 


Leahy’s defending national champi- 
ons were loaded in 1947. Quarterback 
Johnny Lujack would win the 
Heisman Trophy that season. Tackle 
George Connor won the Outland 
Trophy in 1946. Guard Bill Fischer 
would win the Outland in 1948, And 
end Leon Hart would win the 
Heisman in 1949. 

Those four were all two-time All- 
Americans, as was halfback Emil Sitko. 

The 5-foot-8, 175-pound Sitko, who 
was from Chicago, had been persuad- 
ed to come to Nebraska by Masterson, 
a former Cornhusker who had played 
for the NFL’s Chicago Bears. 

Sitko was practicing with the 
Cornhuskers and then “one day he 
was gone,” said Moomey, a halfback 
from York, Neb. “Nobody knew what 
had happened to him.” 

What happened to Sitko was, he 
had left for Notre Dame. 

“He was a good guy,” said 
Moomey. 

There was more than one such con- 
nection between the teams in 1947. 
Cornhusker center Robert “Moon” 
Mullen and Notre Dame’s Lujack were 
both from Connellsville, Pa. And 
Masterson, who also coached service 
veterans at St. Mary’s Pre-Flight, knew 
several Notre Dame players. 

In addition, Leahy was from 
O'Neill, Neb. 

Prior to the team’s departure for 
South Bend, Masterson asked Fred 
Dawson to speak to the team. Dawson 
had been the coach when Nebraska 
defeated Notre Dame in 1922 and 
1923. 

“We formed a pact between the 
coach and the squad. We talked to no 
one about the game,” Dawson told the 
players. “We read no newspapers. In 
our subconscious minds we implanted 
the thought of victory. Had the par- 
ents of Notre Dame players endowed 
their boys with better blood than ours? 

“We didn’t think so. We proved it, 
too. You young men are faced with 
the same opportunity we had. You can 
do the same thing we did if you want 
to.” 

Masterson’s Cornhuskers couldn't 
do the same thing, however. 

Moomey has a film of the game, 
which he occasionally watches. 

“Our equipment was almost a 
laugh,” he said. “Leather helmets . 
we didn’t wear facemasks. It’s a totally 
different game. We couldn't make 
most of the really good teams now.” 

The Notre Dame teams of the late 
1940s “wouldn’t have held a candle to 
Nebraska’s national championship 
teams,” said Moomey. 

“But it’s all relative, | guess.” Hl 


Buckhalter Considered Notre Dame 


I-backs Correll Buckhalter and Dan 
Alexander were among _ several 
Cornhuskers recruited by Notre Dame. 
Buckhalter seriously considered the 
Fighting Irish. Alexander did not. 

“Notre Dame was basically the first 
school to recruit me,” said Buckhalter, 
who played at Collins, Miss., High 
School. He never made a recruiting 
visit to South Bend, Ind., however. 

Lou Holtz was retiring as coach 
“and his staff was breaking apart,” 
Buckhalter said. “I was like: ‘I’m not 
interested because all those guys are 
leaving.’ So I didn’t plan a trip there.” 

Alexander wasn’t interested in 
Notre Dame, because he didn’t pay 
attention to college football while 
growing up in Wentzville, Mo., and 
because he was put off by the school’s 
recruiting approach. 

“| lot of people figured it was a big 
deal,” he said. “But, | mean, they're 
like a lot of teams. 

“At one point, they kind of put 
some high pressure on me, you know? 
‘We want you to make a commitment.’ 
They think because they’re Notre 
Dame, they can pressure people. 

“T was like: ‘Hey, other schools still 
want me. I don’t care who you are.’ “ 


FLAGS $29.95 
3’x5’ Red, White or Blackshirt 
AUTO MAGNETS $9.95 
N-Huskers logo 
WALL BANNER $29.95 
45”x28” indoor use only 
HUSKER VIDEOS $19.50 
BEANIES $6.95 or 2/$12.95 
PLUS MORE 
We offer 100’s of products 
at super low prices! 


2-pocket, long-sleeves 
ae 


V-NECK SWEATER $44.95 


Natural color with red stripe 


sae 


RED WIND JACKET $59.95 


Some of his friends in Wentzville 
wanted me to go to Notre Dame just 
because it was Notre Dame,” 
Alexander said. “But | was never too 
much of a football watcher. 

“So Notre Dame means absolutely 
nothing to me. Since I started paying 
attention to college football, they 
haven't been one of the top programs. 
That was kind of back in the past.” 

Buckhalter was more familiar with 
Notre Dame’s football tradition. As a 
result, he’s looking forward to 
Nebraska's trip to South Bend for a 
nationally televised game on Sept. 9. 

“Tl always wanted to see what the 
school was like, how the atmosphere 
on campus is, and just get to look at 
the college. I know it will be a great 
experience for me, as well as a great 
memory. 

“T just hope to go out and have a 
great game on that day.” 

For Alexander, it will be just “one 
of many games we play next season. 
They'll put more hype on it. But I think 
we're the best team in the nation,” he 
said. “We're going to go up there and 
play hard no matter who it’s against. I 
don’t think being Notre Dame is going 
to be that big of a deal.” @ 
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JUST FOR FANS 
WE SELL FOR LESS! 


Visit our online store at 


www.just4fans.com 


DON'T MISS YOUR CHANCE 
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PACKAGE 


FREE 
shipping on 
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Valid on orders placed 
thru 8/1/00 - 
Ground Delivery 


Or call 800-934-3267 to order. 


Serving Husker fans since 1995. 


Apparel 4 Men 
& Women 


All items feature left chest embroidered logo, 


POLOS $29.95 


Available in Red, White or Black 


se 


CLASSIC DENIMS $29.95 


*Red Wool w/white N 

*White Cotton w/ 
Nebraska in script 

*Black Cotton w/ 
Blackshirt logo 


All Caps $9.95 


TRADING CARDS $29.95 per set 


100 Year Anniversary Set 1889-1989 


Y2K All Time Greats 


1996 and 1997 Senior Cards 


* 1995 Senior Cards $49.95 * 
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Your Travel Agent for 
Hunting and Fishing in 
Nebraska 
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Hunt & Fish 
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It is our mission to help set up trips 
for the outdoorsman. The only 
requirement is to have fun on your 
trip. For a complete list of packaged 
trips, check out: 


www.huntandfishnebraska.com 


For questions or to order a cus- 
tomized trip by phone call: 


402-540-2386 


University of 
Nebraska 


COLIN ELECTRIC MOTOR SERVICE, INC. 
520 WEST "O" STREET OFFICE: (402) 476-2121 i 

P.O. BOX 81514 WATS: anh 233-5663 Patio 
LINCOLN, NE 68528 FAX: (402) 476-8765 Umbrellas 
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HARDING BINSWANGER the University colors and 
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| Ben & Mike Rerucha PO Box 22298 
9137 Cornhusker Hwy Toll ne ee praibpls Lexington, KY 40522-2298 
Lincoln, NE Fax. (402) 475-9194 
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Quality components include Citizen® quartz movements. Water resistant with two year war 
Elite watches packaged in tin gift box. Team watch packaged in tuck box. 


Women’s 


Elite Model - w/oiled leather strap - $75.95 Elite Model - w/stainless steel bracelet - $79.95 


To order by credit card, call: J = mc eS ») a a a 
pee reraea? S p (a 


Your Needs Our Tools 


Tuition Education loans 

New car Installment loans 
Business financing Business banking 
Ready cash access Checking, savings 
Convenient service Easy banking access 


At U.S. Bank we have dozens of products and services to meet the needs of 
individuals and businesses. With over 1,000 branches, nearly 3,000 UBank” 
ATMs and UBank” 24-Hour Phone Banking, we are conveniently available to 
serve you whether at home or on the road. So the next time you need to make 
any kind of financial decision, stop by or give us a call. We offer a variety of 
financial solutions based on the most important factor of all -- you! 


(Sbank. 


Member FDIC 
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NONCONFERENCE 


By Mark Derowitsch 


nly hard-core Nebraska fans 

know the entire slate of noncon- 

ference opponents on _ the 

Huskers’ plate this season. Most 
are focusing on the main entree — a 
long-awaited match-up against Notre 
Dame. 

The Huskers will meet the Irish for 
the first time since the 1973 Orange 
Bowl — a 40-6 Nebraska victory — 
and will play in South Bend, Ind., for 
the first time since 1947. 

Yet these aren’t the same Irish. 

Instead of a battle of two teams 
jockeying for early position in the race 
for the national championship, Notre 
Dame is hoping to game some respect. 
The Irish are coming off a 5-7 season in 
which they lost their final four games. 

By the way, Nebraska also plays 
Iowa and San Jose State before getting 
into the Big 12 Conference season. 


Notre Dame 

These are not happy times in South 
Bend. There’s the disaster of last sea- 
son's late collapse, in which the Irish 
played themselves out of a bowl game. 
To make matters worse, Sports 
Illustrated just published a piece ques- 
tioning if Notre Dame can ever be a 
player on the national scene on a con- 
sistent basis again because of difficult 
scheduling and strong academic stan- 
dards. 

Yet there’s little talk of restoring the 
glory of the Golden Dome, winning 
one for the Gipper or waking up the 
echoes. Embattled Coach Bob Davie is 
content to focus on the now. 

“The time for talk is past,’’ he said. 
“What we need to do is be productive. 
A lot of things factored into it, but the 
reality is we lost our last four games in 
1999. We need to restore some things 
and there’s no way to do that other 
than by our actions. There hasn’t been 
a whole lot of talk about what we’re 
going to do. We understand the chal- 
lenge.” 
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OPPONENTS 


Sure hope so. The Irish have a 
tough hill to climb to start the season, 
and the losing streak could reach mon- 


Notre Dame Sports Information 


Tailback Tony Fisher was Notre Dame’s leading rusher last season as a sophomore, 
gaining 783 yards and scoring five touchdowns. He also caught 18 passes for 296 
yards and two more scores. 


umental status in northern Indiana. 
First, the Irish open the season with 
Texas A&M. A week later, on Sept. 9, 


Notre Dame Stadium has been the home of the Fighting Irish since 
1930. The Irish have sold out every home game since 1966. Attendance 


at each of last year’s home games was listed at 80,012. 


Nebraska comes to town. Obviously, Bill Snyder didn’t 
make up the Irish schedule. 

What more bad news, Irish fans? Notre Dame will face 
two of the top teams in the Big 12 with a quarterback who 
has practically no game experience. 

Arnaz Battle and Gary Godsey entered spring drills as 
the top two quarterbacks. Arnaz played just 31 minutes a 
year ago, while Godsey never saw the field, playing 
behind Jarious Jackson. 

Still, Davie is optimistic. 

“With our schedule, there is no honeymoon period for 
the quarterback,”’ Davie said. “He’s thrown right into the 
fire right off the bat. But Arnaz had the opportunity to 
learn from Jarious and watch Jarious, and that’s invalu- 
able.” 

At tailback, Notre Dame is led by Tony Fisher, who 
rushed for 783 yards last season and leads the Irish 
offense. He’ll battle Terrance Howard and Julius Jones for 
playing time this fall. 

But what the Irish really need is a better performance 
on defense in 2000 if it hopes to recapture some of that 
Notre Dame magic. Notre Dame returns five starters on a 
unit that gave up nearly 400 yards and 28 points per game 
last season. 

Notre Dame’s strength appears to be at linebacker, 
where Anthony Denman (the team’s leading tackler last 
year with 99) and Rocky Boiman return. 

“Anthony Denman is one of the better linebackers we 
have,” Davie said. “As far as a playmaker, he has the best 
potential. He has put himself in position to have a heck of 
a year.” 

Depth in the secondary should be better with the return 
of cornerback Brock Williams, who sat out last season after 
starting all of 1998, and safety Tony Driver, who played 
tailback last season but started seven games on defense 
two seasons ago. 

“To me, it’s about going back to raising the level of 
expectations,’’ Davie said. “Every time that ball is 
snapped, you have some accountability to each other and 
as a defense. We gave up too many big plays, too many 
yards and points to be successful, and all of us realize that. 
We all have a responsibility in restoring it.” 


A year ago, Nebraska-lowa was the anticipated 
matchup of the Huskers’ nonconference schedule 
because it had been more than 15 years since the bor- 
der war was played. 

After Nebraska’s 42-7 road victory last season, the 
hype for this game — on Sept. 23 in Lincoln — is 
practically nonexistent. 

Even so, Iowa can’t get much worse than the 1-10 
record it posted a year ago in coach Kirk Ferentz’s 
first season in Iowa City. The good news is the 
Hawkeyes have 13 starters back from last year, and 
they were competitive in most of their games. 

“We believe we’re reshaping the team the right 
way,” Ferentz said. “It may not be the quickest way, 
but the right way is not always the fastest.” 

On offense, Iowa tailback Ladell Betts could be 
one of the best backs in the Big 10 Conference. Betts 
gained 857 yards, scored five touchdowns and was a 
second-team all-conference selection a year ago. 

Two quarterbacks will enter fall camp trying to 
win the starting job. Scott Mullen and Kyle McCann 
were both part-time starters last season. Mullen started the 
final five games of the season. 


Notre Dome Sports information 


Senior defensive end Grant Irons stepped up last season for 
the Irish, finishing with 34 tackles. His shared the team lead 
in sacks with four. 


HAWAII 


Special air-inclusive vacations. 


from § 7 2 on 
from , 9 @) 3 


OA H U(6-days at the Ambassador Hotel) 
MAU 1(6-days at the Maui Park Hotel) 
WAIKIKI & MAUI 


(8-days at the Ambassador Hotel and the Maui Park Hotel) 


KAUAI (6-days at the Kauai Coconut Beach) from ‘947° 
HAWAII'S BIG ISLAND from? 986" 


(6-days at the Royal Kona Resort) 
*Includes airfare from Omaha and Lincoln. Rates are per person/double occupancy and 
subject to change, holiday/seasonal supplements, blackout dated, availability and any 
restrictions. Rates do not include PFC’s of $3-S12, Federal taxes of up to $39, or segment 
tax of up to $10, Valid Wed.-Thurs. departures 8/30-12/7 on United Airlines. 


Pleasant Holidays 
1-800-222-6327 


www.aaa.com 


* BREAKFAST « LUNCH « DINNER 
* BANQUET FACILITIES » » CATERING | 3 


* SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET 


Monday - Saturday 6AM - 9PM 
Sunday 6AM - 3PM 


464-5343 


North 48th & Cornhusker Highway 3 
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Senior Scott Mullen, who didn’t become 
the Hawkeyes’ starter until the seventh 
game, passed for 1,415 yards and five 
touchdowns and was the team’s sec- 
ond-leading rusher. 


Iowa must retool its defensive line 
in order to be more competitive this 
season. Help is one the way in the 
form of Aaron Kampman and 
Howard Hodges, who were moved 
from linebacker to the line during 
spring practice. Wide receiver Tim 
Dodge also moved to cornerback to 
help fill some holes. 

It’s easy to feel sorry for the 
Hawkeyes. lowa opens against Kansas 
State in the Eddie Robinson Classic in 
Kansas City, Mo., and also faces 
Illinois, Penn State and Nebraska on 
the road. 


San Jose State 

Nebraska was the furthest thing 
from San Jose State’s mind during 
spring drills. Rather, the Spartans 
used their allotment of practice ses- 
sions to concentrate on themselves 
instead of their season-opening game 
at Nebraska on Sept. 2. 

“T was extremely thrilled by our 
performance this spring,’’ San Jose 
State Coach Dave Baldwin said. “Our 
motto going in was compete, compete 
and compete even more.” 

Of course, in September San Jose 
State will need to do more than just 
compete. Yet Baldwin saw some good 
signs out of his team. 

One such bright spot was the play 


ATTENTION 
HUSKER FANS 


Orange Bowl 
Championship Game—January 3, 2001 


Place a $100 per person deposit on 
the Orange Bowl and receive a 
100% refund if Nebraska does not 
play in the Orange Bowl. Please call 
for a free brochure. Individual tickets and 
complete packages are available. 


Tickets and packages are 
available for all home and away games. 


Diamond Travel 
1-602-870-9197 


BOATING KEEPS YOU YOUNG. 
WE'LL DO THE oaMt FOR YOUR BOAT. 


Between you pani the elements, your boat can take quite a 
beating. Keep it running strong season after season with 
certified service from your Mercury Platinum Dealer. 
After all no one knows boating better. 


Buzz's Marine 


507 Central Ave. Kearney, Ne 308-234-4576 


www.buzzsmarine.com 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 117 


Earn Bragging Rights. 
Be A Champ With Soy. 


For many years, soyfoods were an underdog. They were packed 
with potential, but couldn't win “the big one”. All that’s changing. 


Soybeans are a National Champion. On October 25, 1999, the 
Food and Drug Administration issued a health claim that states: 
“Eating 25 grams of soy protein a day, as part of a diet low in satu- 
rated fat and cholesterol may reduce the risk of heart disease.” 


Research shows that consuming soybeans may also help fight other 
diseases, such as cancers, osteoporosis and diabetes. 


Huskers have known for years the benefits of eating soy to improve 
overall fitness. Now you do too. 


S-ybeans 
Nebraska Soybean Board 


1610 South 70th Street, Suite 200 lincoln. NE 68507 
1-800-852-2326 


ARE YOU SERIOUS ABOUT 


Husker FootsBALt = 
| MEAN REALLY SERIOUS? 


Order The Big Red Review, the most comprehensive preview guide to the 
2000 Nebraska football team available anywhere. With thorough analysis 
of every position on the team and extensive bios on more than 100 Husker 
players and new recruits, The Big Red Review is the unrivaled information 
source. From All-America candidates to walk-on recruits, they're in there! 


Senior tailback Deonce Whitaker led the 
Spartans in rushing with 769 yards and 
10 touchdowns. He averaged 5.6 yards 
per carry. 


To order The Big Red Review, send a check or money order for $9.99 to: 


The Big Red Review The Big Red Revi 
P.O. Box 1900036 2000 Preseason Eton 
Atlanta, GA 31119 


Still not convinced? Write to the address above and request 
a FREE condensed sneak preview version of The Big Red Review, 
or visit our website at: WWW.BigRedReview.com 


The Big Red Review 
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of wide receiver Kevin Nears, a senior 
reserve last season. During the 
Spartans’ final three scrimmages, 
Nears hauled in six touchdown passes. 

“Kenny Nears has been a bright 
spot for us all spring,” Baldwin said. 
“He realized he had to step up and 
compete and he has. He continued to 
shine in every practice.” 

Sophomore Marcus Arroyo will 
likely take over at quarterback this fall 
for the Spartans. He certainly helped 
himself during the final scrimmage of 


= 


IT TOOK 


TO WRITE THIS AD. 


Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C, Pearle had 
a vision. So he started an optical company with 


one goal...to help people see better. What grew 


from that simple dedication is 
a chain of the finest eyecare 
stores available throughout 
America 

In that time , we've made 
enormous investments to keep 
up with the rapid change in 
eyewear technology. From 


the latest in frames, lenses 


knowledge available. At Pearle we've made 
sure you'll find professionals to assist you whose 


utmost concern is your satisfaction, guaranteed. 


All the way from the exams 
you receive to the lenses you 
need to the frames you 
select. In fact, we have put 
systems in place to ensure 
that our customers receive 
superior eyecare every day, 
and every time. 


Come into Pearle and see for 


and coatings to the newest techniques for mea- yourself if this isn’t the best eyecare you've ever 


suring eyes, our professionals update you on the received. It took 35 years, but we think you'll 


most current eyecare information and products agree it was worth if, 


PEARLE VISION” 


Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


1437 North Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308°382°9205 


1132 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 


125 South 66th 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402°489*9776 


rks of Pearle Vision, Inc. © 1996 Pearle Vision, Inc 


LINDLEY CLOTHING 


When it comes to casual, 
we're not casud about quality! 


For over 60 years, 

our family has provided 
you, your father, even 
your grand-father, with 
the finest quality clothing 
available in the area. 
Your style has changed 
over the years, and 
we've. changed with you. 


Sportswear: 
e Nautica « Axis 
¢ North 44 « Tundra 


Men's Clothing: 
* © Hart Schaffner & Marx 
| e Austin Reed « Jack Victor 


San Jose State Sports Information 


Dress Shirts by: 
e Sero « Enro 
# Gitman Bros. « lke Behar 


the spring, completing 7-of-8 passes 
for 124 yards and three touchdowns. 

The Spartans’ biggest worry before 
the season-opener should be their 
defense. A year ago, San Jose State 
gave up 40.2 points per game and lost 
its final five by an average of 34.4 
points. That’s why veteran Paul 
Arslanian was brought in to be the 
team’s defensive coordinator this sea- 
son. Arslanian implemented a 4-3 
defense, and Baldwin is banking on 
instant results. 

“We will change immensely — our 
package, our philosophy, the character 
of our defense,” he said. 


We're proud of our 
longstanding relationship 
with your family 
and look forward to serving 
you for years to come. 


707:N. 132nd Street, 
Omaha, NE 
(132nd & Dodge) 
402-491-4000 


5th & Broadway 
Wahoo, NE 
402-443-3240 
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519,95 


5199 | 
Plus *19.95. 
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Shipping — 
ae me tes 
ees 


— §9g 


‘Plus °5.00 Shipping 
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FANINSY 


RAND Prize 


°20 Soo 


FOOTBALL THE OLD covyea® 


FANTASY CUP 


SCORING SYSTEM 


Every Point Scored = ... 


Bonus Points (Offense) 
Passing Yards over 300 = 
Rushing Yards over 200 = 
Every Sack Allowed = 
Interceptions = Spas 


Bonus Points (Defense) 
Passing Yards under 150 = 
Rushing Yards under 100 = 
Every Sack = se 
Every Interception = 


Bonus Points (Team) 
Win = i is 
Loss = 

Shutout = ’ 
Getting Shutout = 

Upset Top 25 Team = 


Beat Lesser Top 25 Team =...... 


a member of the 


network 


..] point 


sp How do I register? 


“1 point : CALL OUR OPERATORS AT: 
er 888-611-SACK FOR 
are CREDIT CARD AND CHECK ORDERS 


5 points 
1 point 
1 point 


10 points 
10 points 
10 points 
10 points 
20 points 


...10 points 


- JOIN US IN OUR THIRD 
CSPA YEAR FOR ONLY $99.95! 
rave FREE TRADES, FREE RESULTS, 
eee g LIVE OPERATORS FOR ASSISTANCE 


Pepiienens 
ASSOCIATION 


Call 888-611-SACK for your FREE rule book today! 


m4 rey ii 


«| 
1 1 
BCS SCHEDULE : - ‘ 
= 
=| PT 


Game presented by AT&T 
Jan. 1, 2001 — Tostitos Fiesta 


~~ 
i ~~» The Huskers? 
Jan. 2, 2001 — Nokia Sugar Bowl : 


Jan. 3, 2001 — FedEx Orange 
Bowl* 

2001 Regular Season 
Jan. 1, 2002 — Tostitos Fiesta 
Bowl 
Jan. 1, 2002 — Nokia Sugar Bow! 
Jan. 2, 2002 — FedEx Orange 
Bowl 
Jan. 3, 2002 — The Rose Bowl 
Game presented by AT&T* 


* Indicates National Championship Game 


3. Michigan . . . pressure on Henson 

4. Virginia Tech .. . Vick directs attack 

5. Kansas State .. . ‘Cats worthy of respect 
6. Alabama ... two-quarterback quandary 

7. Washington . . . best in the Pac-10 

8. Georgia . . » Gibbs, Donnan reunite 

9. Texas ... Applewhite or Simms? 


10. Miami... Davis has the defense 


trated Top 25 


11. Wisconsin .. . Bollinger, but no Dayne 
12. Florida .. . nine return on defense 

13. Penn State. . . off-the-field problem 

14. USC .. . Trojans depend on Palmer 

15. Colorado .. . defense Sykes opponents 
16. Southern Mississippi . . . conference USA's best 
17. Michigan State .. . Duckett leads charge 
18. Tennessee .. . Fulmer must rebuild 

19. Oklahoma . . . Sooners take to the air 

20. UCLA ... maybe a year away 

21. Ullinois . . . Kittner airs it out 

22. East Carolina .. . loaded on offense 

23. Clemson .. . Bowden's Tigers on prowl 
24. Colorado State .. . 15 starters return 


25. Oregon State .. . another winning season 


2000 Nebraska Women's 
Basketball Camps 


Shooting Camp 
June 16-18 _ 


Individual cde 


June 18 - 21 


Lil’ Husker Day Camp 
wm July 5-8 
>... Camp 
August 4 - 6 
Coach Sanderford: 
¢ 3 NCAA Final Fours. 
¢ 14 NCAA Tournaments. 


*1982 NJCAA Coach of the Year. 
°1981 NJCAA National Champion. 


For more information call: 
(402) 472-6462 


Call early, space is limited. 


2000 Nebraska 
Wrestling Camps 
Team II 
July 16 - 20 


Team III Takedown 
July 23 - 30 July 27- 30 
Toss and Turns 
July 27 - 30 


Intensive Training Camp 
July 16 - 30 


Team | 
July 9-13 


Bob Devaney Sports Center 
Lincoln, NE 


For more information call: 
(402) 472-9430 


Call early, space is limited 
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CROSSWORD 


Zaza 6M 


12 Defending Big 12 champ 

15 Texas quarterback 

16 NU's No. 54 

18 Site of 2000 national cham- 
pionship game 

19 Big 12 Coach of the Year 
20 New defensive coordinator 


ACROSS 
1 New defensive line coach 
4 NU All-American 1924-25 
5 NU athletic director 
8 Kansas State coach 
10 NU quarterback coach 
13 NU's second Heisman win- 


ner 21 Nickname before 
14 NU's winningest head Cornhuskers 
coach 28 NU play-by-play announcer 


17 NU's 2000 opener 

22 Bobby Newcombe's home- 
town 

23 Oklahoma quarterback 
24 NU's No. 7 

25 Notre Dame coach 

26 NU's No. 13 

27 Leading rusher in Fiesta 
Bowl 

29 Texas coach 

30 Defending national cham- 
pion 


Answers in August issue 


MAY SOLUTIO 


Alt le|x]a|mlolelR 


DOWN 
2 Retired defensive coordina- 
tor 

3 NU's playing surface 

6 NU's road opener 

7 NU's No. 3 (defense) 

9 NU's No. 3 (offense) 

11 NU coach in 1961 


HIA/AIT It IN 


fnese publications are the season 


a 


ticket. to your favorite ege team 


Now you can follow your favorite 
college team no matter where you dive, 
Every publication listed 
provides player features,’game 
recaps, opponent previews, 
recruiting updates and much more. 
Order your subscription today! 


CALL NOW 1-800-276-8840! 


address: TTT 1 TTT TT TT TTT TT) 
Amount Enclosed:$[" [__| City: 
OCheck OMasterCard O Visa Mii TEE ECE ECE 


CadNo-[TITTTTITI1Itrirr) S004 CTO 
Exp. Date: [|_| Phone: T7111] 


Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P.O. Box 692, Holmes, PA 19043-0692 
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It's Not 
So Simple 


Davison says Huskers have ‘everything in place’ 
for another run at a national championship 


TO BE A NATIONAL CHAMPION, a team 
has to think like a national champion. It’s a 
matter of mindset as well as talent — and 
usually a stroke of luck somewhere along 
the way. 

Luck might be the residue of design. But 
Nebraska wouldn’t have earned the coach- 
es’ national championship in 1997 had it not 
been for Matt Davison’s touchdown catch at 
Missouri. 

And, in case you've forgotten, Wyoming might well have 
halted the Cornhuskers’ run to a unanimous national title in 
1994 in the fifth game of the season at Memorial Stadium. 

With just over six minutes remaining, Nebraska was 
forced to punt as it tried to hold a 35-32 lead. The ball was 
fumbled, and the Cornhuskers’ Damon Benning recovered at 
the Wyoming 8-yard line. On the next play, Lawrence 
Phillips scored a touchdown to ease the tension. 

The Wyoming game also was the first indica- 
tion of the injury problems Nebraska would 
have to overcome in order to win its first nation- 
al championship under Coach Tom Osborne. 

It was the first game which quarterback 
Tommie Frazier would miss because of a blood 
clot problem. And it was the game during 
which Brook Berringer, the No. 2 quarterback, 
would suffer the partially collapsed lung that 
would prevent him from starting against 
Kansas State. 

Without a dominating offensive line and the 
consistent play of sophomore walk-on Matt 
Turman, the No. 3 quarterback, the 
Cornhuskers wouldn't have been national 
champions in 1994. 

Regardless of the mindset, Nebraska couldn’t have gotten 
the job done. 

Nevertheless, the mental aspect also was important. 

By 1994, Nebraska’s acknowledged goal was to win a 
national championship. And that represented a significant 
change in attitude on the part of Osborne and his players. 

Until the early 1990s, the Cornhuskers’ stance, encour- 
aged by Osborne, was that they couldn’t focus on a national 
championship because it was something beyond their con- 
trol. All they could do was concentrate on winning the Big 
Eight and let the national title take care of itself. 

Such an approach ignored the importance of attitude, a 
quality that seemed to make Osborne uncomfortable, as if it 
were incompatible with the humility he embodies. 

Certainly there’s a fine line between confidence and 
blinding arrogance. But since the success in 1994, Nebraska’s 
stance has been one of confidence and national champi- 
onship focus. 

Coach Frank Solich is hesitant to talk about national titles, 
Like Osborne, he emphasizes the need to control the things a 
team can control and to not look past an upcoming oppo- 
nent. 
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Mike 
BABCOCK 


Matt Davison 
learned what it took 
to be a champion. 


But he doesn’t discourage players from acknowledging a 
national championship as their goal. And that attitude has 
spread through the team, in the words of those who have 
been there. 

Davison is among six current Cornhuskers who played in 
1997. The others are Bobby Newcombe, Correll Buckhalter, 
Joe Walker, Erwin Swiney and Kyle Vanden Bosch. 

“T learned what it took to be a champion and right now 
I'm trying to teach the younger guys how to be a champion 
also,” said Davison. “We just need to go out and try to win 
another national championship. Anything short of that will 
be a disappointment because we have everything in place. 

“It’s just going to be a matter of executing and getting the 
job done.” 

It’s considerably more difficult than Davison makes it 
sound, of course. Nebraska was never seriously challenged 
during its national championship run in 1995. But that sea- 
son was unique. 

More than likely, the Cornhuskers will need 
a break or two this season, as they did in 1994 
— or last season, when Colorado's Jeremy 
Aldrich, the most consistent (statistically) field 
goal kicker in school history, missed a 34-yard 
attempt, wide right, on the final play of regula- 
tion. 

Had Aldrich been successful, Nebraska 
wouldn’t have been able to avenge its only loss 
by defeating Texas in the Big 12 playoff, And 
talk of a national title run in 2000 would be 
much less serious. 

The Cornhuskers do appear to have just 
about everything in place, although there is 
uncertainty at outside linebacker, with no expe- 
rience at either of the positions. And that uncer- 
tainty increased in May, as a result of an off-the-field prob- 
lem involving junior weakside linebacker Mark Vedral. 

Also there is uncertainty at quarterback, though not about 
the starter. Junior Eric Crouch could be a serious candidate 
for the Heisman Trophy if Nebraska were to make a run at 
the national title, and the voters don’t discriminate against a 
quarterback who is more adept at running than passing. 

But there is no depth at quarterback. If Crouch were to be 
sidelined for an extended length of time, the Cornhuskers’ 
national championship hopes probably would evaporate. 

The situation isn’t quite like the one in 1994. Even though 
Solich could turn to Newcombe, it wouldn’t be comparable. 
Newcombe’s mindset is no longer that of a quarterback. 

It is that of a national champion, however. Newcombe, 
like Davison, wasn’t averse to discussing such a goal during 
spring practice. In order to be national champions, “we've 
got to make sure we keep our mentality on a higher level 
than everybody else,” the senior wingback said. 

“We've got to go into a game thinking not only that we're 
the better team but also that the team we're playing is not 
going to leave without knowing and understanding that.” 

It’s a matter of attitude, with the proper perspective. 


_ 2000 FOOTBALL YEARBOOK eee ee 
Nebraska, Big 12 Preview 


Becenina 7 00% Husker ae or 20 years 


On the Internet at: 


(900) 860-4733* (line 1 — practice reports, 


line 3 — recruiting commitments) 
*.-$2 for first minute, $1 each additional minute; must be 18 or older to call 


To subscribe, call 
1-year subscription (including Football Yearbook) — $46.95 
18 issues, weekly during football season 


For advertising information, call 
(402) 423-3405 or e-mail jtuder@navix.net 


We have room for 


Introducing 
The “ ALL-NEW" 
F-150 Supercrew! ‘7 ‘7 ‘1 


“ . LINCOLN: www.andersonfordlin.com 
The Winning Team! 1901 W. “O” Street~Lincoln, NE 


402-458-9800 Ml 800-225-5761 
ST. JOSEPH: www.andersonfordstj.com 
_—— 2207 North Belt~St. Joseph, MO 
a 816-279-7485 H 800-779-3673 
GRAND ISLAND: www.andersonfordgi.com 


120 Diers Avenue~Grand Island, NE 
308-384-1700 B 800-658-4260 


Blackshirts Pols Shirt. Great 
Feel @ Washes Well. 
M-XXL $39” 


‘Sleeve of 3 Golf Balls with 
Husker Logos. Great 
Designs! $9% 


oF ngiey ee Authentic 
Stein. Made in 
Germany! $39” 


Black Marble Executive 
Coffee Mug with Pewter 
Design. Only $14” \ 


Golf Kit Gift Set! 
$292 
Football Schedules for Fall 2000! shut Call 


and Ask! * Receive a FREE Quality Husker Hounds Athletic Department 
T-Shirt with any Purchase over $100 


OFFICIAL & TASTE 


sie» “SCORE ON EVERY 
‘ POSSESSION.” 


Fairbury Brand hot dogs have the great 
‘taste fans love. They’re bursting with 
flavor. Look for the Big Red F in your 
grocer’s meat case, and enjoy the 
official Husker taste with your home 
team. Fairbury Brand scores every time. 
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“BEEN KNOWN TO LAUNCH ’EM _ 
OUTTA THE STADIUM.” 


Proud to be the official hot dog at 
Memorial Stadium and Buck Beltzer Field. 
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